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Peace tops Blair’s agenda

" Tony Blair, interviewed by ibrahim Nafie, spoke of the need to kick-start the stalemated Middle East peace process
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Declaring deep concern that the spirit of Madrid and -

Oslo was evaporating, British Prune Minisier Tony
Blair said the Ecropean Usion (EU) should make a
peacs raing, s bt atso said sny Buropens cHon
peace-making. Bm saud any et
should be lementary to the American role, .
“Weneem&mmem"mmhm
sponse to a set of written questions from Al-Afram’s
Editor-in-Chief. “1 believe that the EU should have a
role that reflects its economic conirfbution to the
-this role nust ‘also. be complementary to that of the
United States.” . .
ofBlair.whoanimin%gowmmwulheomsa
& regional toar, said from his regrlar contact
with President. Bill Clinton he was aware that the “US
are frostrated that a has not yet been

achieved and that is a feeling we all share. Bt 1 do
not have the impression that they are about w dis-

" lead in this way and we bave been encouraging them
to come forward with speciizec proposals.™

"Blair, whose coontry is cumment president of the EU,

willmeetwiﬁlPtesideqsniM!.lbmk.PrimcMh)-

which triggered Israel's anger, Blair would caly say:
“The EU positions on sertlements and on Jernsalem
have not changed zand are pamrally shared by Brit-
an” -

Asked about Israel’s conditional offer 1o withdraw
from southern Lebanon, Blair said thar Britain
“would be pleased to see an Isracl withdrawal in ac-
cordance with Security Council Resolution 425, We
welcomed the lsrach povernment's decision as a pos-
itive step in that direction.”

Noting that Resolution 425 does not provide for
conditons 10 be atiached, Blair added tha “afl this
would be easier if there were also progress toward a

-comprehensive settlement, particularly on the Syrian

mack”

Affirming commimnent to Isracl's security. Blair
recalled that Cook “underlined during his visit that
we expect a 100 per cent conprsiment on the pan of
the Palestinian Aathority to the security effon. This
is one of the key foundations for 2 fasting peace.”

He said the EU wanted to belp the Palestinians dis-
charge their security cotmitments. “During my visil.
1 hope we will be able 10 finalise arrangements for a
mechanism to formalise EL/Palestinian security

yon,” he added.

Asked whether Britain’s refusal to gramt visas w0
some Egyplian militants planning o attend an Is-
lamist comference in London marked a change in its
position on miljtanes Kving on ils scil, Blair re-
sponded: “Wherever we have sufficient evideace to
frustrate terrarism, or support for terorism. we take
action. There were linking this conference to
the Gama'a Al-Islamiva. It was for this reason thar
we refused visas 10 individuals seeking o anend. We
would 1ake the same action in similar cicumstances.
We remain determined that the UK should not be
used as a base for terrorism overseas in any way."”

Blair disclosed that Home Secretary Jack Straw
will be publishing a consultation paper shortly with
proposals for sirenghening British counter-temorism

laws. The legislation, he said, will probably be
brought forward during the next session of Parlia-
menL .

Blair lavished praise on the Egyptian economic re-
form programme, “In the pas few years, Egypt has
transformed itself in the eyes of the business world.
The economic refoon programme has achieved a ren-
aissance which most finomce ministers only dream
of.” he said.

Blair added that “Britain is 2 major stake bolder in
this transformation. We invest more iz Egypt than
any other non-Arab country except Ainerica... Trade
is growing... The British and Egyptian armed forces
also enjoy a close relationship.”

Responding to another question. Blair said: “As
president of the EUJ, Britain is determined 10 develop
the ELP’s relationship with Egypt as one of our key ec-
opomic partners in the Mediterranean region. If at all
possible, we have 1o bring the process of negoliating
a new Association Agreement to 2 successful conclu-
sion. The agreement wiil move our relationship to a
new level and bring very real economic benefits 1o
both sides, as well as providing for closer political di-
alogue.” ) . :

{Full interview 1ext p.5)

Diverse games

EGYPTIAN and US paval forces begin the
annual Eagle Sahne exercise off the Safaga
coast of the Red Sea on Sazhmrday. repons
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special service, 50 that “God may protect  Prof. Mohamed Hassan Khalifa, e
ﬁnmtheﬂamsofwan!agingto head of the Oricmtal Studies ;@:Cm—;ﬁfau- af Late st
its west, north and east. According 1o 2 Centre of Cairo University. 1 e LaeniZa
docoment written in Arabic and Hebrew The centre has established a '
i special division to resesrch the
new documents and its
have produced the first cat-
alogne of Geniza papers to be

in

The 78-page Catalogue of Lal-
est Geniza Documenis and Pa-
pers lists a series of invitations, §

: . On29 September 1940, a call was issusd  more recent period of the history.
INS'DE 0 “all the Jews of- " to conduct a  of the Jewish commumity,” said

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt
S .

.A.E' . -
Do you have to go to the bank each time you need
) one of its services?

Dospmontz and Pepers

from 960 1o 1538, “these deal with 2
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wherever this may have becn, then.

»,

govermyem of Egypt,” Rabic said.

s plaintis as well as wamings
o : iai affairs, spapning a period  butchers who do not observe ko-
Jurgen Habermas: from the end of the 15th century until the  sker food regulations. There is _
Theory and - 1960s. S ' alsa a 1949 anpouncement about : -
pra:dsryrevisited(Z) 1t was in November 1987 when work- the My of G e O e ————
caTying roatine clean-up at prayer books were trans-
Mosorrt cometery i i ferred to a cave in the Bassatin area. Tmm%?b?m% -
but thcy! ﬁ mve] in &%ﬁhﬂ :n%onml' : p,:l;.m some of which Never mind working hours and holidays; Faisal Bank’s automatic
- only existed in Europe but not in Egypt geﬂe.md.,ﬂle Wt!ig‘:ﬂ trends of g:iwd.s' a teller machine card enables you to deal with the bank 24 hours a day.
i o esaat o of e cocia) Abeie  Howeven, the documeats did not in- Card holders will benefit from the following services:
of Egypt.” Rebiesaid. - clude any specific plan 1o force the Jews
: To prove his point, Rabic quoted a - of Egypt to emigrate to Palestine. “Apart - Foreign currency exchange at the free market rate
] newspaper, Al-Kaleem, published by from the personal Jeters, there is no in- : i y
s young Orthodox Jews, Who :epmg: 3 ﬁﬂ Of this in the documents,” Kha- - Cash depasits and withdraw
e . u -“R .! I ]I l l 0 &l
" f/ tbv?syt"gagégueoﬂhexnmiwlmshisw IInlhem: that more records will be - Accours transfers
= Amin Hewedy: “grem, interest,” Rabie said they include:  on 25 November 1952.” ound, wish sntiquities deparment - Balance inquiries
- A burden greater petitions, deeds, danstions, invitations A second paper shows that an Egyp- of the SCA is planning lo survey other : _mq ”
thandebt 11 for festivals and literary works and cover  tian Jew- Was running for parliamentacy  Jewish cemeteries in Helwan apd Alex- - Requesting cheque and account boo
: | m‘?ﬁn Jewsh“;ho Iiv:l- in a mm.;':‘;‘md‘ his p“ﬁs‘f&f Any survey of Jewish wmbs and syn- - Demanding bank cheques or letters of guarantee
EE’Pt ‘modem Gmes mcﬁ Genizz in . ' Americains — down BgoguUes i carried om In cooperation . . .
/ _ mact' of preserving: urp::noealing m the with the.llscwish community in Egypt and A card holder can issue cards to a §ppcﬁc person, allowing him to
. Jewish documents in 2 synsgogoe.or 8 Some of med?cmts cover a period gsn hﬁ;lg,s%imr Wl%n:l:lm. Bmt E:;m said benefit from all services except writing cheques.
o " Rabie said, “The word also  in which Arab-Jewish tension came 10 & would nol accept any Israe- . his wif  or other relatives
refers place where the documents  the fore and the papers refiect theeffects  1i offer of restoring or searching Jewish Acard_holdercgnalsomsue_cardslp is wife, son
are e BaeR W . e of these tensions. An Ambic-lmgnage jeal sites, Israe! had oﬂmd W who will be eatitled 1o receive specified amounts of money.
* Rabi other Jewish history experss  letter urges the Jewish community to do-  donate monay for ihe restoration of Jew- - ] ] ] ]
,m'jgf: au;nggﬁ import ' these docu-' DAl money to the Jews of Palestine and  ish mopuments bat & Culore Ministey A card holder is also entitled 1o receive a deposit card as well as
W -ments becanse “thig is the first Gme that  clearly states tha the curzency in which source sxid the offer was mroed down, inquiries and stat 15
g Geniza documents bave toes the doaarious should b made'e he Pal- Emmﬂd tobe are balance “-“":be“w o 113 Comich ELNLC
' published i i estinian pound. An- earlier Hebrew- mosques 2 . . o .
. :gimhm" ".‘ESP.__ P‘__ by Egyptian re- langnage documen:, dating back 1o cherches and whep they need restoration For more information, contact office on raich EI-Nil, Cairo
p Unlike other Geniza docoments dis- 1886, s also a letier from a Zionist 0 O researching, it should be done by Tel: 75_0994- 5753165 - 5753109
covered in  which cover the petiod  other Jews, urging emigration to Zion—  EZyptian sources snd financed by the
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MPs for peac

As Cairo to receive British
Prime Minister Tony Blair on his in-
augural visit o the region, a delegation
of eight members of the House of Com-
mons met with a number of top Egyp-
tian officials. [ed by President Hosni
Mubarak, to discuss the peace process
and bilateral relations. The delegation
also met with People’s Assembly
Speaker Fathi Sorour, Foreign Minister
Amr Moussa and Minister of Tourism
Mamdonh El-Beltagui.

During talks with Mubarak. the del-
egation discussed the faltering peace
process, of which the president “painted
a very difficult picture™. delegation
leader Ken Purchase told reporters.
“Nonetheless, [Mubarak] is determined
that there will be a peace process con-
tinuing to a successful conclusion,”™ he
said. .

The delegation praised Mubarak’s

“frankness; we could have expecied no
more,” said Purchase, adding thar a
“British-Egyptian all-party group™ of
parliamentarians will be established “ia
order that the voice of ordinary mem-
bers gf par“m'rl‘lhi and coullllcil,s are

o heard.™ up will atternpt
'Etopr:a{e significant ﬁtact. confer and
discuss with our [counterparts] in Israel
and the Arab world”, in the hope that
British MPs could play “a small but im-
portant role in bearing down on fellow
parliamentarians in Israel™ according to
Purchase .

~The historical mission [of peace]

must be restarted in a positive way to

ensure that the world is safe and pros-
perous.” Purchase said. “T believe that
the [peace] process will have to be kick-
started and mitimately there will be a
successful ourcome.” Another member
of the delegation. who spoke on condi-

D ~=

peaker rom' (,right)

 British MPs visiting Cairo this week saiid they will set up a pariiamentary group to con-
fer on the peace process with their counterparts in the region. Nevine Khalil reports

ton of mmonymity, was more critical —
squarely blaming Israeli Prime Minister

Binyamin MNetanyahu for the curent.

stalemate. He told Al-Afram Weekiv that
“it is clear that Netanyzhu is determined
not to implement the Oslo agreement,”
and that be must be to do so.
Mubarak did not raise with the delega-
tion the issue of Egyptian expatriate Is-
lamist militants corrently residing and
secking asylum in Britain, a problem
which has lately weighed heavily on
Egyptian-British relations. Recently,
Egyptian sources told the Weekly that
London is committed to stricter sur-
veillance of suspects living on its ter-
ritory and also to a greater exchange of
security information with Cairo.
Purchase said that the British parlia-
ment is currently studying a new “con-
spiracy law"” which would make it il-
legal for individuals to conspire against

another couniry while residing in Brt-
ain. He added that Britain was also ex-
ploring “other ways in which we might
assist Middle Eastern countries in par-
ticular in controlling the difficulties
caused by exwemists.” Purchase noted
that there was “considerable coop-
eration between British and Egyptian in-
telligence authorities to ensure that max-
imom security is afforded and that we
deal promptly and expeditiously with
exmemists ™

MP David Wishire told the Weekly
that Egypt must provide Britain with
hand evidence inst convicted mil-
itants residing in the UK before they are
extradited. “We must have papers o get
a coart order to hand these men over,”

hand over an indicted murderer than
someone who is accused of a political
crime.” Once the issue is politicised —
for example by the expatriate militants
claiming that their dghts are being
abused or their freedoms are being sti-
fled in Egypt - “Amnesty International
and other human rights groups interfere,
:;}a‘li:ing it very problematic,” Wilshire

The delegation member who re-
quested anonymity told the Weekly that

he acknowledges that “at least three evil

men [expatriate militants] live in Brit-
ain, but we need the documents to hand
them over.” Ove of them is “the one n-
volved in the attempted assassination of
the prime minister,” he said, referring to

Egypt-France

anti-terrorism cooperation
DURING a three-day visit to Egypt, French
Interior Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement
met separately on Monday with Prime
Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri, Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa, Interior Minister
Habib El-Adli and the Grand Imam of
Al-Azhar, Sheikh Mohamed Sayed Tantawi,
reports Mona El-Nahas. Following the
meeting with El-Adli, the two interior
winisters held a joint press conference, at
which Chevenement praised the efforts made
by the security authorities to protect tourist
sites in Luxor and Aswan. He said he was
confident the Egyptian tourism industry will
pick up again as long as the security forces
keep ught control on the archaeological
sites.

Chevenement said that France did not
share the sentiments of those countries which
had advised their nationals not to visit Egypt
following last November's Luxor massacre.
“We did not provide such advice te our
citizens who are keen o visit Egypt with
their families and who are satisfied with the
security measures taken here,” he said. It is
enough that you see me here. I'm living
proof that Egyplian security is okay."

Chevenement's visit was his first o Egypt
stnce he took up his post last year.

Asked about his meeting with Sheikh
Tantawi. Chevenement said they discussed
the possibility of exchanging visits between
Egyptian and French men of religion. The
French minister, who is in charge of
religious affairs in his country, said that he is
encouraging the establishment of 2 higher
institate for Islamic studies in France. This
institute, he added. will help project the true
image of Islam. the religion of more than two
million French citizens,

The French minister also expressed his
country s readiness 1o cooperate with Egypt
in combating terrorist organisations active in
Europe.

Pirates convicted

in absentia

THE SUPREME State Security Court
sentenced tweo Turks in absentia on Sunday
to 15 years” imprisonment with hard tabour,
holding them responsible for the abduction
of cight Egyptians ahoand a cargo vessel that
fed the Suez Canal to intemnational waters o
avoid the payment of debts owed to local
shipping companies.

* The wial of Nagi Usakli, captain of the
Obo Engin, and shipowner Helmi Adelair,
lasted only five minutes hefore presiding
judge Mahmoud Refki handed down the
sentences.

Judicial sources said Cairo will notify
Interpol 10 seek the exiradition of the two
Turks. If they are extradited, the two will
face a second trial.

‘The incident, unprecedented in the history
of the Suez Canal. ook place last October.
The Obo Engin. carrying 44.000 tons of coal
from Singapore to Ismnbul. was held upon a
court order for five days at Suez harbour
untl its owner paid a debt of $180,000 to a
local shipping company.

The ship was then ondered to head to Port
Said. at the northern end of the Canal, where
a second shipping company had won another
comrt verdict. ordering the owner to pay
$375,000 in debts, L

But when the ship reached Port Said, witk
eight Egvptians on bogrd, including
policemen and officials, the captain sped full
ahead and escaped imo the international
waters of the Mediterranean.

Two naval boats gave chase, but failed to
stop the vessel. Turkish authorities released
the Egvptians as soon as they arved in
Turkey after a five-day journey ond sent
them back 1o Egypt .

Egypt lodged a complaint with the Turkish
authoritics at the time, bur no official request
for extradition has so far been filed. Foreign
Ministry sources rold Al-Akram Wecekly.
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No natural
gas for Israel

to the ‘press, El-Hanbi said the natuial gas talks -

“We have not resumed talks on exporting natural
gas to Israel,” said Minister of Petroleurn Hamdi
El-Banbi in response to press reports that Egypt
and Israel have revived the long-stalled nego-
tiations over gAs €Xports. .

El-Banbi said that “talks stopped a long time
ago. Nothing is at issue here because Israz] does
not have a natiopal natural gas infrastructure.”

With Turkey a priority in Egypt’s $2-4 billion
mega-project to export natural gas, other markets
are being coasidered as well, El-Banbi said
“Negotiations are curreatly under way to include
Jordan and Lebanon and possibly the Palestinian
Natiopal Authority.” And with Europe the re-
gion's largest potential market, [taly is yet an-
other possible partner.

But the plan does not include Israel. “Any deal
we negotiate with any party is at least a 25-year
commitment, and so we have to be very slow
and careful in our studies of-any project” said
El-Banbi.

Nevertheless, the lingering issue of exporting
nawral gas to Isracl has pot been laid to rest.
There are reports that a third party is curmrently
lobbying with Egypt 10 persuade it to negotiate a
deal with israel.

The Egyptizn government’s position has been
determined not only by technical considerations,
but also by the pulohum:_ setbathceks in Middle Eas:_

making resulting from intransigence o
mmeal;imﬁikud government under m;ge Min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu. In earlier statements

Old Scud file

ground » a’'balt-as a result bE the deadlock in
But, speaking to Al-Ahsam Weekly: he focused
on the technical dificulties. “There were talks
and meetings with a succession of ministers,
even before Israel launched a smdy to insta2ll a
national nawral gas infrastructure, but this infra-
strocture never materialised,” El-Banbi said.
Despite the technical difficuliies, Israel is set-
ting a high pricrity on negotiating Egyptian nat-
ural gas imports which it considers an important
step in the *regional integration™ emerging from
the Middle East/North Africa (MENA) arrange-
ment. But the $2-4 billion lIgmje::l; announced at
the 1996 Cairo MENA conference took observ-

ers by surprise because it targeted Turkey, not -

Isracl. Now Israel is showing greater interest in

negotiating an agreement with Egypt becadse a-
natural gas deal it tried to finalise with Qatar

has faltered due to technical difficultics.

On the Egypiian side, the main partners in the
natural gas export project are the Egyptian Gen-
eral Petroleum Corporation and two of Egypt's
jargest concession holders, Amocce Egypt Oil
Company, and Italy's_{.ixlp. operating through
its subsidiary, Internadonal Egyptian Oil Com-
pany (IBOC). - rpott

gip, a major partner in the nataral gas expo,
project, has long advocated a “peace pipeline™,
passing through the Gaza Strip, Israel and Jor-
dan, as the most ¢economically visble means of

El-Banbi told Aziza Sami

Wilshire said, adding that the Egyptians . Yasser Siry, who was sentenced to
have not provided the required docu- death in absentia for his involvement in _
ments fo begin such procedures. the attack on then-Prime Minister Atef
Wilshire also noted that “it is easier to ~ Sidgi in 1994. .

Other partners yes, but

there will be no natural

gas exports to Israel,

Minister of Petroleum

exporting gas to the region.
The only concrete step that has been taken so

far is the memorandum of understanding signed
- at- the 'MENA Cairo conference between the

Egyptian Genéral Petrolenm Corporation and
Turkey's Botas Petroleum Pipeline Corporation.
But' other aspects of the project, including po-
gnual partners, continue to be in a state -of
ox.
At the end of last year, Amoco announced that

Port Said was chasen as a preliminary site for a .

natural gas liquefaction plant from which the gas
will be. fransported in liquid state by tankers to
Turkey. Now, there seem to be other possibil-
ities. According to EL-Banbi, “pothing has been
decided yet; we are sill in the stage of feasibil-
ity studies.” . .

“We arc investigating the different sites for a
natural gas liguefaction plant,” said Art McHaf-
fie, vice-president of the East Mediterranean De-
partment of Amoco Engineering Development
Company. Amoco f:-:- a thl:ajor shareiliolder d:.n ﬂ;i::
company set up for the project. He sai
“talks are under way between EGPC and Inter-
Jordan Gas Company for eswmblishing a pipeline
across the Gulf of Agaba.” ]

But the possibility of a project including Israel
does not seem to be completely dormant. “Leb-
anon has expressed interest in being supplied
with tian pataral gas via pipeline,” said
McHafhe, “whkich will go throngh Jorian and
Syria, or maybe Israel.”

A Swiss official has reiterated
allegations that his country
blocked a Scud missile shipment

to Cairo two years ago. Dina

StirS neW anger Ezzat reports on Egyptian anger

Egypt has officially expressed its anger and per-
plexity to the Swiss government. whose Federal Po-
lice Chief has recently repeated allegations that in
1996, Switzeriand blocked a shipment of Seud mis-
sile parts being shipped from North Korea and Chi-
na to Egyptian defence firms.

The Swiss ambassador 1o Cairo was summoned to
the Foreign Ministry this week and informed of
Egypt's ire. -

“So many guestions come 10 mind when one ties
to understand why a Swiss official would revive
these allegations two years after they were first
made,” commented Foreign Minister Amr Moussa.
“Were the allegations brought up again in good or
bad faith? Why now?™

Moussa added: “We would have liked to see Swit- .

zerland maintain its traditonal and acknowledged
impartiality when it comes 10 issues ‘of mass de-
struction and other [non-conventional] weapons.™

In 1996, the allegations were made during an Armab
summit convened in Cairo to coordinate action to

save the from the impact of the in-
transigent policies of Ismeli Prime Minister Bi-
nyamir Netanyahu.

Al the tme. responded by affirming that

“opening the file of missiles and ang-missile {tech-
nology] in the region would mean that all the conn-
tries of the region should answer questions.™ This
was a clear, if implicit. reference to Israel's nuclear
arsénal, which has never been opened to imter-

According to statements made by Ura Von Dae-
niken, the Swiss Federal Police chief, two ship-
ments of spare parts were seized in late 1996 at Zu-
rich airpont following a rp-off from Swiss
intelligence.

Swiss authorities mus! approve any transit

through Switzerland of parts which could serve in
the assembling of weapons. According to Daenik-
en, the cargo had been declared to contain machine
and bulldezer patts, |

Daeniken suggested that he was “referring to the
case™ 10 give an example of the efficiency and use-
fuiness of the amti-espionage service, the futmre of
which will be decided in a public referendum
scheduled for June.

An Egyptian source who spoke on condition of -

anonymity said Cairo is worried that this statement,
made ot this particular ime, “counld well be an at-
tem_ptonthc_pmtofmeSwisswconminlhet
espionage disputes between Bern mmd Tel Aviv.”
The statement, moreover, “comes at a time when
the Swiss govemment is trying to avoid a con-
frontation with powerful Jewish

amounts of gold ¢ from European
Jews during World War I and deposited in Swiss
banks,” he added. )

Egypt is also annoyed, official sources say, be-
cause the “alleged source made reference to Chi-
na". ing to one source, “the last tme we
heard this story, it was Scud missiles coming from
North Korea, Now we hear that China was also in-
volved? One wonders if this could be reed s an in-
nocent anempt by a Swisg official 1o maintain the
continuity of his intelligence service™ - -
Egypt advocaies the elimination of weapons of
mass destruction from the Middle East, provided
that Israel “refrains from developing or acquiring™
thess weapons and joios the other Middle Bastern
countries in signing the Nuclear Non-Proliferarion
Treaty (NFT).

“Isracl"s nuclear arsenal is by far both mone de-
veloped and larger than the nuclear programme of
any other country in the region, including Iran —

over the

over which the Israelf government has been making
such a fuss,” said one source. _

According to the most recent edition of The Non-
proliferation Review, published by the Monterey
Institwte of Intemational Studies, Israel possesses
missiles with a 7,500km ranges. By comparison, the

' most powerful missile in Egypt’s arsenal has a

range of 450km, while Iran possesses missiles rang-
ing at best over 1,000km. .

Moreover, both Egypt and Iran have already
si%ﬂ‘l the NPT, while Israel categorically refuses
todoso. - : :

Unlike Istael, Egypt has also signed the Bio- -
logical Weapons Convention, As for the Chemical
Weapons Convention, says it will not sign
unless Israel foins the .-“When you have a sit-
uation of serious imbalance, you cannot work to en-
dorse it,” affirmed one squrce.

Officials and diplomats often refer to Presidem
Mubarak’s injtiative to baojsh weapons of mass de-

. struction, made in 1990, a1 a time when Iraq and Is-

racl were engaged In a war of words over their re-
spective arsenals. .

When the United Nations Security Council issued
the dismanting of a i’ asenal of weapons of
e di ing of a nation’s ol rof
mass destruction — in this case, Iraq’s — Egypt

- worked with a number of countries to inclade a par- -

agraph in this resolution sgpulsting that the dis-
armament effort in Iraqg should be a first to- .
wmdsmakingthehﬁddle&stn:egiqnﬁ;%om
of mass destruction. .
Moreover, in 1974, Egypt introduced to the UN -

Geperal Assembly a resolution calling for the crea-

tion of a zone free of weapons of mass destroction .
in the Middle East This resolmtion was adopted
unarimously im 1980. - :

. Economic hegemony was a global- ‘L

" the new economic trends, such as pri-
. vatigation and free market policies,

ple. .

. four said.
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the rest?

Should Arabs stand up 10
globalisation mania or
make their own

contribution to the

process? Omayma
- Abdel-Latif listened to a
heated debate

b

was not the question to which some
40 Arab intellectuals, gathering 1n
Cairo this week, sought an answer.
Rather. the question was: what to
make out of the globalisation process
and whether the Arabs should make

While some warned against being
rushed into embracing “this new e~
ligion” — a term coined by Islamic
thinker Ahmed Kamai Abul-Magd —
otfiers argued that the process was on-
going and thar walk of accepting or re-
jecting it was premature.

d Egsglmm prpé:idential adviser Os-

ama El-Baz, addressmg the opening

session, conceded that no national
scheme was produced to counter-
balance any adverse effects global-
isation may have. He said that the cul-
E.;ml factor in globalisation should not
ne; .

“It is a process by which the world
should move into individualism, ugi-
versality, secularism and nma-
tionalisation. These ace the basic land-
marks of the way to modemisation as \
the Western cunltaral establishments A
sell it,” El-Baz said. '

" He argued that unless the process " 3

i
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takes into consideration the diversity -
of cultores around the world, “it is !
doomed to failure. The United States Y
has failed o force the world into ac- 1
oepl:ing its cultural code,” El-Baz P
said. “The same thing will happen to ,
globalisation. People will only “tike L
what suits them and reject the rest of L
the package” - . A
Cuoltore Minister Farouk Hosni, ad-
dressing an audience which included
government officials, leftist and Is-
lamic thinkers from Egypt. Iraq, Tu-
nisia, Algeria, Morocco, Saudi Arabia
andi Sudan, desexibed the rhetorical
of globalisation as the *“pro-
motion of an ideology whose tenets
remain obscure. T
“The issue of globalisation has im-
pesed iiself on the dialogue between
cultures,” Hosni said. “It reflects the
beliefs, aspirations and culture of coe
party that always acted as the exporter )
of cultural trends, political ideologies :
- and economic problems while we
have been sticking to our favourite
place at the end of the receiving line.” i

isation-related issue highlighted in the
conference. There was consensus that

were one way of selling globalisation
to the world,

' Sabri Hafez, a professor of Arabic
literatore af the University of London,
demanded that the “untold facts abont
globalisstion be disclosed to the peo-

“In Western socjeties, the process of
globalisation is memnt to bridge the
gap between rich and the poor, but in
Third World counmies the gap be-
tween the haves and bave-pots is ever
widening,” he said. ’

Safynaz Kazem, a journalist and lit-
erary critic, struck a pessimistic note.
“In vain have we struggled. The Arab
world has already undergone an over-
all change that affected its cultural
norms,” she said. “We are now living
behind the closed doors of global-
isation and there is no turning back ™
_The discussions also had a political
tinge. "'While touching briefly on the
challenges posed by a post-ideclogy
era, many speakers focused on the
“old politics™ the Arabs are using to
deal with these :

“We are on the threshold of the
third millennium and yer most Arab
states are governed by dictatorships,
The potental of civil society has been
reduced. There has not been one sin-
gle free election held in any of the
Arab countries in the past decade” ]
said El-Sayed Yassin, former head of
the Al-Ahram Centre for Political apnd
Strategic Studies.

Abul-Magd chose 1o tread on differ-
ent territory by insisting that the Arab
contribution to the process of global-
isafion should stem from their “tradi-
tional frame of reference™ — religion
and socizl norms and traditions.

“There should be a formula where-
by moral and religions values, which
are part of the social life of eastern
gﬁetmes.wouloc;beaninmgmlpmof

process anfversality,” - -
Magd said. " *Abul
_ Abul-Magd cited verses from the
Qur'an which. he said, encouraged
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Gaber Asfour, secretary-
the Supremne Council of cﬁjenn;al a:g
the conference coordinator, called for | -
a dialogue between eastern cultures :

I‘It 18 ot [bm we are H fﬂr -
West-vs-the-rest situation, bur a
cultures have al:v]ndys had a mory
tinge, and this could be our contriby_
tlon | (4] lh_e wcrld-s new Culmre"n As—
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High-tech
protection
for the ancients

Almost a year and a half ago, a burglar ceady

walked ot of the ian Museym in Tahrir
Square with priceless items from Tutankbhamun™s
collection before being stopped at the last minute,
Realising the need for tighter security, amhorities
immediately launched plans 1o install a staue-of-
the-art security systent to guard the invaluable ar-
tifacts against theft and fire. The m, put in
place in 14 months by the National Security De-
g:;mneur.. was officially inaugurated last Sunday
' & beaming Farouk Hosni, the culrure minjster.
The LE10 million system includes 178 cameras,
linked 1o a closed television circuit, that keep the
museum’s halls, Library, store-room,

garden,
fence. roof and surrounding streets under close -

watch around the clock. The cameras are operated
by geards in a control room where 32 monitors

show every inch of the moseum. The control room-

is linked to the office of the museam’s curator.

Moreover, 200 infrared motion detectors have
been mounted tg keep watch on sections of the
museum which are off-limits 1o the public. There
are also 250 sensors o guard against any atrempt
to break the glass of display cases. A microwave
link system is wired 1o the museom's enclosure
walls and pates to inst break-ins.

There are eight electronic gates for visitors and

workers. The gates are equipped with sensoss to .

discover any hidden weapons., .

An electronic ticketing system monitors the
pumber of people entering the musenm and de-
termines if they have left at the end of the day.
*“These machines can count, minute by minute,
the number of visitors moving in and out of the
museqm,” explained Gaballah Ali Gaballah, sec-

dquitdes {SCA). “There will be no ereaI-per-

Peers before
prosecution.

A new high-tech security system at

.the Egyptian Museum has been un-
velled. Nevine El-Aref reports from
secure confines

formance of a thief hiding inside the museum af-
ter closing bours.”™ :

Ahmed Nawwar, head of the museums de-
partment a5 the Culture Ministry, said that a bor-
_glar alam system has also been installed, adding
that the old wg;:en galeswqemplaoqd:it_h_nr—
moured ones. Open sarcophagi — possible hiding
places — have beep shielded with nobreakabie
glass. Old show rases were replaced by new ones.

Guaballah  said thal - an  automaric  fire-
extinguishin, 'gsystem_wasalsninsmuedin!heli-

brary and in the 'main power-generating room. .

There are also 30 loud-speakers to broadcast an-
DONRCEmMEnts 1o visitors in case of an emergency.

The museum is patolled by security guards
who are equipped with walkie-talkies connected
to the control room. '

The minister slso inaugurated three newly-
renovated rooms displaying treasnres from the
Titankhamun collection as well as jewellery and
objects from Tanis and other sites. The renovation
included the instellation of new lighting, ventila-
tion and air-conditoning systems and the re-
armngement of #tems on display.

“These collections are the most wonderful ob-
jects ever excavated and they deserve the best
weatment, both in terms of display and safery,”
said Hosni. “The use of fibre optic lighting allows
visitors 0 admire the weaswres in bright light
while protecting them from the ‘destructive glare
of the sun.”

A tenovation plan for the entire musenm will be
launched in September, Hosni added. He said the
museurn will coatzin special artifacts until a new
musenm is built on a 117-feddan area near the

Giza Pyramids.

" Whoever coined the phrase “as light as air™
has never been 10 Bilgass. In this small
town in the governoraw of Daqahliya, the
ajr is heavy with heat. dust. pews of the vi-
olent death of a young man while in police
cusiody and a pervasive feeling of mistrust

The victim is Wahid Ahmed Abdallah. a
25-year-old labourer. who died lasi Thurs-
day, allegedly as a result of three hours of
wrtere at the Bilgass police station. The
event sparked two days of rioting and clash-
es with police in which another young man,
Hamada El-Sayed El-Me'addawi, was
killed, an unspecified nomber of people
were wounded and 32 taken into cusiody.

The tell-tale signs of the swrife are all over
wown. Around every other corner a police
armoured personnel carrier or Central Se-
curity Forces truck is positioned, broken
glass still clutters the sidewalks around the
major government buildings and, on the
dusty asphalt beneath the hooves of the
sickly borses pelling buggies, are black
seains caused by fires.

The Mansoura presecutor’s office has
Jaunched an investigation inte Wahid's
dcath. The main suspect. Police Captain
Thab Shabapa, head of the Bilgass in-
vestigation department, has been temporars-
Iy suspended by the Ministry of the Interior.
The coroner’s re releasad on 13 April.
confirmed thar Wahid's death was caused
by infuries which may have resulted from
torture

“It was 3.30am. when police stormed in to
arrest Wahid," recounted El-Sayyed Rizk
Ramadan, ome of several uncles. “Police
said he was wanted for questioning in con-
nection with a theft in which his swep-
brother was involved. We did not bother to
follow him because it is normal for police 10
storm in and take people in for the simplest
reasons. Normally they will be kept at the
police station for z few hours, possibly a
day or two... Maybe 2 few slaps and that is
it” In this case however. the police muck re-
tnwned at aroend 5.30am, leaving Wahid's
body on ibe doorsiep. “By the time his
mother’s husband realised the truck was out-
side and went out, the police were running
off. One of the informers called om and
said, "Go check him because he has faint-
ed.”” Ramadan said. .

By then Wahid's extended family —
who live in a handfel of neighbouring mud
hovels on the edge of a wheat field in the
village of Wabour El-Nour — were vp and
about, trying to get medical aid “His
clothes were full of vomir and there were
dark marks on his stomach, arms, chest,
and feet as ‘well as the pirichmarks left by
a metal clothespin. The local doctor would
not come and when we got the ambulance,
the driver told us: “He is dead and § cannot
take him in my car,'” said Fawzia, an
aunt.

Sitting some oo their ons bed. others on
the dirt floors of their hovels. which have

Chronicle of a death foretold

The recent death of a young man white in police custody in a smalf Nile Delta town
puts to the test a promise by Interior Minister Mabib El-Adli to improve relations be-
tween police and citizens. Fatemah Farag reports from Bilgass

no electricity. no water. 90 glass even in their
wooden-shittered windows. the family mem-
bers told Al-Afrem Weekly thal they could not
take this shock Ilying down. “Tomorow it
could be me or oce of them,” explained Ram-
adan as he pointed to the mob of children
crowding a: the door. So the family put the
body onto a donkev-can and took it back 10 the
police station, in the centre of Bilgass.

Anyone can tell vou the story from there on.
“It was 2bout T {(am. and we put the body in
front of the suation.” recounted Said. an old
friend and neighbour of Wahid. “His whole
family was there and the women were scream-
ing. The district police commander [[brahim
Abdel-Samie] came ou: and lold us, 'uke vour
misery out of kere.” Evervone on the street
heard it and anger broke out.™

The prosecutor’'s office, a few stregis away.
was notified and. according b eve-wiinesses,
the district prosecutor for Bilgass, Ahmed
Khatab, was at the swczpe by 7.50am. A coroner
had o be called in from Manzala and by
4.00pm. all iepal procedurss had been com-
pleted aad the hody wes ready for burial.

~The timing of the burial was the big prob-
lem.” said a high official at the prosecuror’s of-
fice, who spoke on condition of anonymity.
“To get the body out of wwn it had to be taken
through the main streeis, and when people saw
it they thoughr that we were not going to take
any actica regarding the family’s allegation [of
police brutaliry]."

Ahmed Samir El-Gabri, 2 lawyer whose of-
fice is located directly opposite the Bilgass
courthouse, recounted how the riots broke out.
“People started coming out of the alleyways 1o-
wards the majn street. shouting slogans like:
‘Where is the government — the murdered
man is bere’. The police started shooting tear
gas, rubber bullets and bockshor™ It was the
lanter which killed El-Mc addawi, who was
moved to the emergency section of the Bilgass
hospizal, then immedjately buried.

A sandwich vendor who works near the ciry
council finshes the tale. “The streets were filled
with people who didn't know exactly what to
do and they would come 10 a building and ask,
‘Is this o governmeni building?' and if the an-
swer was ‘ves’, thev would start throwing
stones and attacking it.”

Hence. the post office. city council. court
house, prosecutor’s office, as well as a near-by
sugar factory, were all the targets of the peo-
ple’s wrath. Thirmy-six citizens were iniually
amresied. Four were later released and the re-
maining 32 were ordered to be held in custody
for 15 days.

The ministry is alse launching an ad-
ministrative investigation into Abdel-Samie’s
conduct, while Wahid's familv members were
summoned by the prosecutor on 12 April 1o
give their testimony. A wump card for the fam-
ily is the testimony of Reda Ibrahim El-Saqqa.
According to Gamal Barakat, a lawyer with the
Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights who
has been shuttling between Mansoura and Bil-
qass iovestigating the death, El-Sagqa was

questioned in the same room in which Wah-
td was allegedly 1orured. El-Sagga’s zes-
urony provided 5 detailed description of
Wihid's torture.

At the same time. Wahid"s family mem-
bers claim that from Lhe time they took the
body back W the stition until its burial,
they were detained at the police station and
abused. One aum has her arm in plaster,
while a cousin shows a big bruise on his
fuce and Ramadan limps about with the aid
of a cane. The prosecutor’s office says the
claims are not true. but in Bilgass the issue
of alleged police brutality seems to go be-
yond the Wahid affair. Identical stories of
forced entries. random arrests and mis-
ireatment are told evennwhere. ~“That is why
people were so violent during the pasi few
days. There is a lot of tension which has
been building up over a long period of ume
and had 0 be released.” explained El-
Gabri.

The official at the prosecutor’s office had
a different explanation. It was just a de-
viant minority. some criminal peaple who
did this.” he said. speaking agzinst an ex-
tensive background of broken glass win-
dows.

“There is 0o wonure at the police siation...
It is not 1orture... You have to realise that
the officers are dealing with criminals. Do
you think the criminals are going to confess
on their gwn?... BuL &1 is nol 1orure,” the
prosecution official said. He admitted thaz
his office receives many complaints re-
garding police brutality b added, “the
criminals want o ger back ar the officers
and so0 they [the complaints] ase nol nec-
essarily true.” He added that his office un-
dertakes routine checks of Lhe police station
and that no signs of torture had been found.

However, Mohamed Zaraa, director of
the Human Rights Centre for the As-
sistance of Prisoners. explained to the
Weekly that such checks are limited to in-
specting the books. “The prosecutors will
check the books to make sure there is no
one in detention who is not registered and
maybe take a look at the detention rooms.
Tl}:l is the exient of a routine check,” he
said.

According to Penal Code article 127, gov-
ernment officials who torture or order the
tormure of a citizen are accountable before a
criminal court. In the case of deaih, pun-
ishment couvld reach a life sentence. How-
ever, Barakat points out tha the only entity
with the authority to send the case to the
courts is the technical office of the district
prosecutor. “There bave been hundreds of
cases that have never been taken to court.,”
he said, and the cases thmt do reach the
courts usnally suffer from inconclusive ev-
idence.

What happened in Bilgass is an indication
that all parties need to address the issve
more seriously. In the meantime, the air re-
mains heavy and the dust refuses to settle.

To avoid sending more joumalists to jail,
as Shaden Shehab reports, the Press
Syndicate’s chaimman and the pros-
ecutor-general have agreed that all libel
complaints should be scrutinised by the :
Syndicate before they are sent 1o court posay;

Makram  Mabhmoud
Mohamed Akmed El-Saadani

Maker
El-Guindj

Said
Abdei-Khaleg

Press Syndicate Chairmar Makram
Mohamed Ahmed succeeded last Sun-
day in suiking a tentative deal with
Prosecutor-general Ragaa  El-Arabi.
The two agreed that the Syndicate

should be given the opportunity to set- -

tle libel complaints against joumalists

instead of sending them 1o cowrt. Be- 3

fore the agreement was reached, read-
ers filed their complaintis with the
prosecutor. who would decide whether
the offending journalist would be put
on tmal. As a result. three jonrnalists
were sent fo jail in less than a month
and about 60 others arc awaiting trial..

“This is & positive siep- It should
prove beneficial to readers and jour-
nalists alike.,” Ahmed told Al-Ahram
Weekiy. “The Syndicate will examine
the complaints and, if the journalist is
found guilty of libel, be will be

obliged to publish a correction and an |

apology in the same newspaper. Then
we will simply enforce the journalistic
code of ethics.”

Abmed said that such a procedure

would lessen the number of libel cases

going to court, if not eliminate them al-
together. “Naturally, if a reader refuses
the Syndicate’s intervention, no one
can stop him from going to coart. but
we expect the readers to be’ more coop-
erative. After all, who wants to spend
his time and money in courts?” Ahmed
pointed out.

The Press Syndicate-vowed to en-
force a code of cthics following a
meering berween President Hosni Mu-
barak and the Supreme Press Council,
in which the president complained that
some newspapers resoried (0 Sensa-
tionalism in order to increase circula-
tion. Mubarak, however, promised that
no restrictions wonld be imposed on

the freedom of the press, “other than
those enshrined in law and in the jour-
nalist’s conscience.™

The code of ethics requires the Syn-
dicate’s council to examine readers’
complaiots. If a journalist is proven to
have violated the code, he or she will
face 2an investigative committee that
must decide on his case in no more
than 30 days. If found guilty, the jour-
nalist will face a disciplinary board
that will decide the appropriate pen-
alty. Pupishments include a2 reprimand,
to be followed, if necessary, by a fine,
a one-year suspension from work in
;Jj i or expuolsion from the Syn-

cate.

During the past two weeks, the Syn-
dicate has received more than 100
compiaints from readers. The most sig-
pificant came from Giza Governor
Msher El-Guindi, who accused the

promineat columnist Mahmoud E!-
Saadani and Said Abdel-Khaleq, assist-
ant chief editor of Al-Wafd, of slan-
dering him. El-Guindi also filed a
complaint with prosecutors, who beard
his testimony and that of El-Saadani
and decided to resume hearings on 4
May.

The Syndicate’s imvestigative com-
minee, however, found thar Saadani
and Abdel-Khaleq did not violate the
code of ethics in their writings. A re-
pori by the committee, semt to El-
Guindi, said the journalists had not ex-
ceeded the lmits of permissible, crit-
icism, and their writings could not be
viewed as libelous. *I bope El-Guindi
is convinced and agrees to withdraw
his complaim from the prosccutor’s of-
fice,” Ahmed said.

{o another development, Ahmed said
the prosecutor has agreed to file an ap-

peal requesting 2 stay of execution on  Nasserist Party.

prison senlences passed against three
journalisis until the Court of Cassation
rules on their cases. Ahmed has re-
peatedly asked the prosecutor to sus-
pend one-year jail sentences passed on
24 Februvary againsit Magdi Hussein,
chief editor of Al-Shaab, the publica-
tion of the Islamist-orented Labour
party, and cartoonist Mohamed Hilal,
as well as a six-month sentence passed
on 18 March against Gamal Fahmi,
managing editor of the weekly news-
paper Al-Destour, until the Court of
Cassation reaches a final verdict.
Hussein and Hilal were found guilty
of slandering Alaa El-Alfi, son of for-
mer lnterior Minister Hassan El-Alfi.
Fahmi was found guilty of slandering
writer Tharwat Abaza in an aricle
which he published in the weekly
newspaper Af-Anabi, mouthpiece of the

Attempts by the Syndicate and other
mediators to reach out-of-cournt settle-
ments between Hussein and El-Alfi,
and also between Fahmi and Abaza,
were 5aid to be facing difficulties.

In the past two months, several
measures have been 1aken to “bring the

s o order”. Al-Destonr was
banned and Adel Hammouda, deputy
chief editor of Rose El-Youssef mag-
azine. was re-assigned to Al-Ahram.
Both Al-Desiour and Rose El-Youssef
had published a warning w0 Coptic
businessmen, allegedly issued by the
Gama’a Al-Islamiya.

The Investmem Authority later pro-
hibited publishing houses in duty-free
zones from prindng newspapers and
magazines, thus forcing ne¢wspapers and
magazines which publish on the awthor-
ity of a foreign licence to print abroad.

Egyptian witnesses of the stampede at Mina say the tragedy was caused by large crowds crammed
in a relatively small space. But, as Ahhmed Moussa reports, time was another factor

e s ekt

According to official Saudi Arabian figures,. .
last Thursday's stampede at Mipa, near Mecca, .

killed 118 people, mostly Asians, aod “in-
cluding two Egyptians. About 170 others were

injured.

The stampede broke out towards the end ‘of

the hajj, or pilgrimage. when pilgrims on a
bridge leading to pitlars :
temptations surged forward to perform 2 ritual
known as “stoning the devil.” The ritval is.con-
sidered the most difficult part of the pilgrim-
age. ] o
gAccording to Mohamed Farid El-Sobagi, an
Egyptian who was at the scene of the tragedy.
thousands sarged forward in groups. pushiog
and shoving those ahead of them. The reason
for their hurry was that they believe they are
required by the Sumng [the customs. p’f: the
Prophet Mohamed] to “stope the devil” be-
tween noon and sumset. Many of them Were ca-
ger 0 to Mecca, the next stop in the
hajj, before the sun set [In Islam, emulating
the wavs of the Prophet Mohamed is rec-

A
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What went wrong at Mina

ommendable but pot obligatory]. L
“Before the stampede, thousands of pilgrims
had to wait for hours for the stoning to begin,”
El-Sobasi said. “‘As soon as the fime came,
they ali swged forward. The distance Ix oaly
half a kilometse but & is so congested that you
have to walk it in an hour and a half or two

that symbolise Satan’s . hours

Samir Ibrakim, another Egyptian said
that the insistence of the majority of the pil-
‘giims to abide closely by the Sumna — al-
thoygh they are aware of possible dangerous
consequences — is behind the tragedy. He not-
ed that other pilgrims usoally prefer to stone

" the devil by night when Mina, abour seven kil

ometres from Mecca and surrounded by moun-

_iains, is ot so crowded. ~ .

* Yasser Abde)-Razek blamed die tragedy on
the jve™ behaviour of Asian pilgrims.
“They Surged forward in groups, pushing those
ahead of them, and stepping over those sitting
or lying on the ground, waiting fer the stoning
ie begm,” Abdel-Razek said. “As a result,

many fell to their deaths from the bridge and
others died in the stampede.”

Magdi Mahmoud Wafa pointed 1o the fact
that many of the victims were sining oo the
ground along the way leading to the bridge as
another reason for the disaster. Another prob-
he added, was that many pilgrims had
brought their luggage along with them because

wanted to proceed ro Mecca immediately
after the stoning. When the pushing and shov-
ing began, the inggage fell, causing pilgrims 10
fall over each other, Wafa said.

Mahmoud El-Shazli noted thar even after the
stampede, crowds of pilgrims, wishing to per-
fmp::: ritual, eontin‘::ued to advance forwand.
“This compounded the situation, until Saudi au-
thorities managed 1o seal off the arez complere-

injured.” he said.
Mobamed Yoossef, an Egyptian pilgrim, said
the stoning ritnal needs 10 be regulated. “What

lers are required 1n do at airports,” he said. “A

traveller 1akas a cermain route leading to the

office avd ai customs. There
should be a certain route that must be taken by
the pilgrim in order 1o avoid 2 repeat of such
ragedies. A pilgrim should procesd along the
bridge, then stone the devil and come down at
the other end of the bridge. Pilgrims should be
prohibited from sitting or lying down on the
ground.”

Recalling the moments of horror, Mohamed
Abdel-Wahhab said thousands of Asian pil-
prims were sitting or lying down along the wa
leading to the bridge. “They only left a 1.5-
metre-wide path for the thousands of the other
pilgrims walking toward the bridge. Although
Saudi authorities broadcast appeals in various
languages. asking them 1o move. they refused
to budge. The reason is that they wanted 10 stay
close to the site where the devil will be stoned,
instead of coming all the way from their
camps, which are located a1 distances rangin
from two o four kilometres,” Abdel-Wahhal
said. ’

He went on: I stopped 30 metres from the
bridge. This is what saved my life. Most of
those who were on the bridge or below it were
either killed or injured.”

Abdel-Azim Ahmed said only the quick inter-
veotion of Saudi rescue forces prevented an
even bigger tragedy. More than 30 ambulances
and a similar number of motorcycles carrying
paramedics artived quickly at the scene 10 re-
move dead bodies and the injured, he said. Hel-
icopters hovered overhead to guide the am-
bulances and security forces w the site of the
stampede. Motorcycles were used becanse they
can manoeuvre inlo Jarge crowds with relative
ease.

Saudi Arabia had deployed tens of thousands
of security forces during the hejj and spent bil-
lions of doliars on expanding shrines and infra-
structure. A similar stampede in 1994 claimed
the lives of some 270 pilgrims. s

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
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APnlsﬁnianstudentburnsanIﬁneiiﬂag

during a Hamas demonstration at the Al-Najah University in the West
over the recent murder of Hamas homb-maker Vichieddin Al-Sharif (ohoto: AFP)
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A Palestinian civil war?

An independent Inquiry into the killing of Hamas military leader, Mohieddin Al-Sharif, maybe the only way 1o stave-off a
devastating inter-Palestinian confrql_a_tation__._ _(:f-__l_'_a_:!la__p_l_ Usher wntesfrom :';_l,__e__r_i_Jsal_em. o S o

PR T

Two weeks after Hamas military leader Mohieddin Al-Sharif was
found dead beside a wrecked car in Ramallzh, the political tremors
caused by his death have yet to subside. But the contesting claims
over who and what killed him have changed. If the initial stand-off
was between the Palestinim Authority (PA) and Israel — which de-
nied any involvement in Al-Sharif's death and wamed that the PA
would be responsible if any “terrorist action™ resulted from it —
the locus of the conflici is now between the PA and Hamas. For
most Palestinians. this is a potentially Ear worse confrontafon.

The conflict began with the PA’s arrest of Hamas student leader,
Ghassan Adassi, on 29 March, the night of the car explosion in Ra-
mallah. One week later, the PA's West Bank security chief, Jibril
Rajoub. announced that — based on testimony from Adassi and
four other Hamas detainees — Al-Sharif’s death was the resukt of
“an internal feud™ within Hamas, allegedly over Al-Sharif's lead-
ership position and the allocation of funds to Hamas military arm,
Izzadin El-Qassam. PA planning minister, Nabit Shaath, {who had
earlier said that Israel was behind Al-Sharif’s death) now declared
that “Israel is not responsible for the ion.” On Saturday, the
PA arrested Emad Awadallah. another Qassam leader, in a café in
Ramallah, announcing that he had shot Al-Sharif and then blew
him up in a cor to disguise his handiwork. The evidence for this
was again Adassi’s lestimony.

The PA’s accoum of Al-Sharif"s death “satisfied” Israeli leaders
like Defense Minister Yirzhak Mondechai, who said it showed that
the PA was beginning to “understand more clearly the terrorist in-
frastructure and the weapoas™ that exist in the self-rule areas, But
the PA's spin on the events infuriated Hamas. .

“The PA’'s vonclusions are not convincing to anyone in the Pal-

No strings in
south Lebanon

The meeting berween Syrian President
Hafez Al-Assad and Eebanese President
Elias El-Hrawi in Latakia on Mondzy

Boueiz rejected the request, reiterating
that UN Resolution 425 called for an
unconditional Israeli withdrawal. “The

estinian public and certainly not to the Hamas leadership,” said Ha-
mas’s Gaza political spokesperson, Aziz Rantisi. “Hamas casnot
take seriously a confession extracted from a after extended
interrogation,” be said, implying that Adassi’s testimony had been

culled by torture. On the same day, Izzadin El-Qassam released a

videocasserte of a masked man who claimed to be Adel Awadallah,
Emad’s brother and s current West Bank leader. The man
aceused Jibril Rajoub of killing Al-Sharif, “in collaboration with Is-
rael,” vowing that Qassam wonld wreak “vengeance on the Zionigt
enemy.” To make matters worse, on Snnday, Hamas released a let-
ter, which it said was written by Adassi (the letter was actally

typed), denying that he had any knowledge about Al-Sharif's death-

and that his confession had been forced out of him after “torture
and threats that I had never experienced in my life.”

In response to these and other statements, the PA hit back. It ar-

rested Rantissi, “for attacking the PA," and closed down Revters
news agency's office in Gaza, presumably for receiving and broad-
casting the Qassam videocassette. The PA also arrested around 14
Hamas students from Al-Najah University in Nablus for staging a

pro-Hamas rally on campus on Saturday, “without PA permission.™

By Tuesday, some 44 Hamas figures had been arrested in the West
Bank and Gaza, including Ibrabim Makadmeh, a former military
leader whe has since become perhaps the most important Hamas
leader in the Gaza Strip. Nor was there any sign from the PA that
the crackdown was about to stop. Addressing a special session of
the Palestinian Legisiative Council (PLC), PA Presidential Sec--
retary Tayeb Ahdel-Rehim told reporters that “some people are try-
ing to make it seem like the Palestinian people are on the verge of
civil war. This has no basis in fact.” But, he added, the PA “will

“They are trying to split apart the two
negotiating tracks,” Tlas added. “But
the leaders of both countries have

of negotiations between the two coun-
tries so as to reach a settlement in the
south. “Lebanon should use this pos-

i ——— - . - e,

took place as indications emerped that
Whashington is starting to take Israel's
conditional offer to withdow from
south Lebanon seriously. The Ismaeli
cabinet announced two weeks ago its
acceptance of United Natdons Resolu-
tion 425 which calls for immediate and
unconditional withdrawal from south
Lebanon. But Israel linked its with-
drawal to starting talks with the Leb-
anese OVEINMENT Ver security arrange-
ments in the area so a5 O guaraniec
Israel’s northermn border.

“The laaders of Syria and Lebanon
discussed the Isroeli manoeuvre and the
danger 1 Lebanon and the peace pro-
cess as a result of the conditions im-
posed by the Ismeli government on a
withdrawal from south Lebagon,” Syr-
inn presidential spokesman Jurban Ku-
rieh said. “The Lebanese leadership said
irs people refuse to grant Isrel security
guarantees because security can only be
guaranteed as part of a just and com-
prehensive peace.”

US Secretary of State Madeline Alb-
right has sent a written request to Leb-
anon that they “seriously” swudy the of-
fer that has been made by the Ismeh
government. Albright described the offer
ias “sincere” and “in lig%:ﬂ% the degl:
East peace process . ter was
livered (0 Lebanon™s Foreign Minister
Fares Boueiz who was in Panis trying to
drum vp support for Beirut's position.

resolution is mandatery smd Lebanon is
not ready to negotiate the terms of its
implementation,™ Boueiz was qooled as
saying.

The depury secretary-gencral at the Is-
raeli Foreign Ministry, Yoav Biran, was
quoted l:;:es::xym ng US officials arems;oetl';
e ir opinion conceming
D:flzcgtce Minister Yiizhak Mordechai’s
proposal to withdraw from Lebanon in
exchange for secority armangements. Bi-
ran was recently in Washington as part
of a media campaign launched by Israel
Loff gamer international support for the

er.

The head of the right-wing National
Liberal Party, Dory was
more blunt. “The Americans feel the
Lebanese goverament shonld respond to
the Isroeli proposal and hold nego-
tations,” Chamoun said in Beirut after
touring the US. France and Brazil. “The
Beirut government is making a big mis-

dismissing the Ysraeli posal

take by di
It can profit from this R
ington may unse the withdrawal plan to
resume the regiomal peace npego-
tiations.™

Syria’s Defence Minister Mustafa Tlas,
whopaidabri&fvigi:ton‘;}nthpb-
anon, accusad Washington of atempting
to coerce Beimt into accepting the Jsraeli
proposal in a bid to drive a wedge be-
tween Lebanon and Syria wha at present
coordinate their peacemaking efforts.

thwarted this atrempt.”

Syrian and Lebanese leaders met in
the Syrian port city of Latakia to dis-
cuss Albright's message and the grow-
ing intemational support for Israel's
conditional withdrawal plan.

Israel is also trying to rally UN Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan’s suppest,
particnlarly after the head of the world
bedy said, “UN resolutions require the

parties to negodate and make cofm--

promises™, :

Aumin sgng, “lrel accepied 425
statung accepted

and that “Tsrael wonld leave Lebaccn

iﬁﬂi!ytnitsownadmmge,“he

. Lebanon and its close ally Syria ba
received backing
Leagoe and Egypt over the last
Reports say thar Pards is drawing op I
. own initiative to-resnme the stalled
peace talks,
France had woiced unequivocal sop-
port for the joiot Lebanese-Syrian re-
Jection of the so-called “security “for
peace deal™. §
Elel-l-"alim Khaddam and Foreign Min-
ister Faronk Al-Sharaa held talks ‘with
French President Jacques Chirec in Par-

group which was ‘set up in April 1996 °
0 oversee the truce between

noi allow any-internal power to practice a parallel authority or take
the law into its own hands.” !

Most Palestinian observers, however, believe that there is pre-
cicus little law about the PA's clampdown. The PA has so far al-
lowed no independent corroboration of its version of Al-Sharif’s

death, other than to allow PLC member, Hatem Abdel-Qader. .to°

meet with Adassi for a few minutes on Friday. Abdel-Qader said he
saw no evidence of tortme against Adassi and that the latter had
told him he bad confessed “without the threat of force™ Even so,
Abdel-Qader called for an “independent investigation committee™
to be set up. - - A

It was a line echoed at a meeting of 12 Palestinian factions, -

cloding Hamas and Yasser Arafat’s Fatah movement, held in Gaza _

oo Sunday. Urging calm, the factions called on Hamas to

with the PA's investigation into Al-Sharif's death and to desist
from making “inflammatory™ statements. But it also called on the
PA to release all Hamas political prisoners and engage in a “direct
dialogue™ with the Islamists to “strengthen the unity of the Pal-
estinian national position against an Israeli government that secks
only to deny Palestinians’ national rights.™ ’

It is a position that aptly expresses the main opinion among Pal-
eslinians, who are becoming less concerned about Al-Sharf's death
than over preventing inter-Palestinian violence from erupting in the
aftermath. Arafar has yet 1o respond t the factions® call or indeed
make any statement aboat the Al-Sharif affair. But. if tensions are
to be eased between the PA and Hamas, Arafat’s intervention is vi-
tal. Having thrown the “ball into Hamas's coant™ by declaring that
it was responsible for Al-Sharif’s death, Arafat must now decide
what kind of peace the PA will make with its Islamist opposition.

Lebanese and Syrian leaders met this week
to map out the next stage of their joint
diplomatic offensive to counter Israel's efforts
to attach conditions to a pullout from south
Lebanon. Zeina Khodr reports from Beirut
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yria's Vice President Ab-  Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak

5 officials said France con- Ismell offer.
tinues {0 back the unconditional im visit Bejrut soon.
mentation of Resolntion 425 within the  Despite international . Beirut

1
1
3
’
1
]
1
1
|

oy . .
n_’puuﬂ-‘ : "
7 -

" the support

16 - 22 Aprit 1998

" All change

in Rabat

" Amid great expectations for

reform, the Moroccan parlia-
ment held its first session this
week since the election of for-
mer opposition figure Abdel-
Rahman ', AlYoussoufi as
prime minister. Anissa K’ahl-
Laayoun reports from Rabat

Nearly two months have passed since
Moroccan Prime Minister Abdel-
Rahman Al-Youssoufi was charged by
King Hassan to form a new govern-
ment. Most -observers interpreted the
appointment of the former opposition
figute as an indication of King Has-
san’s willingness to change, to reform
the state and, in the foture, to enforce
democracy and huoman rights i Mo-

TOCCO.

So far, Al-Yousscufi’s appointment
both Moroccan society and the inter-
pational community. US President Bill
Clinton and Secretary of State Made-
leine . Albright have both expressed
Washington's support for the new gov-
Somcraey md et sociey s Mo-

civi iety in Mo-
rocco. Arab-and Islamic ¢ountries have
also welcomed Al-Younssoufi's election.

Yet experts on Morocco believe that
many obstacles stand in the way of ful-
filling hopes for an effective reform
strategy which would reforge trust be-
tween the government and opposition

£roups.
The . first obstacle facing Al
Youssoufi was fo compose an in-
tegrated government that would be tru-
1y represenative of the country’s frag-
mented political topography. Another
difficuity stems from the fact that what
Moroceo is now goin gFm_l:hmughtll ﬁ;:;a to-
new ience. e time
e e
mer government who used to control
all aspects of decision-making find

_ themselves sitting in the opposition

. Meanwhile, the t gover-
comp, Memvle,the present govre
ties who have no experience of wield-
ing power. This has led many to
question their ability to manage public’
affairs and to tackle such, important is-
sues as improving economic per-
formance and solving the problem of
xising unemploymeant. According to of-
ficial figures. 18 per cent of Mo-
roccans, many of them university grad-

(aon must
now ty to mmmmﬁ polit-

ical platforms into concreie acton.: .

They must do this while maintaining
'of theé monarchy, the parlia-
mentary majority and public opinion.

On the instimtional level, the ac-
cumulation of more than four decades
of faulty management of public affairs,

by corruption and the abuse of
governmental, parli aod com-
muna! powers for the sake of in-
dividual interests and clientship, have
resulted in a coltore in which the vari-
compete with one another instead of

_Itlsmh'gabdﬁreakoutofthissima—
tion that the new governmenat has
oriented its action toward a com-
prehensive, rather than a sectorial,
view by focusing on urgent matters.
Prime Minister Al-Youssoufi's plans
in this will be clarified I his
declaration on the general policy of the
%vemmen_lwhichheis due to make

‘ore parliament next week.

The motto of the new government is
“change, harmonisation for de-
mocracy, economic development and
social solidarty.” Moroccans expect
such slogans to be reflected in social
policies aimed at building the welfare
state and belping the uwnprivileged and
the handicapped. Moreover, there are

. many realities, such as the gap be-

tween the different social classes and
various regions of Morocco, the de-
in living and educational stan-
and widespread cormuption and
of power, which cannot be faced
on without 2 thorough re-
assessment of the past.
St;psmkensofatby-l’nme' Minister
Al-Youssoufi indicate that he is se-
Tious m wying io honouor the promises
be made while campaigning for elec-
tion. ’
o The first decree issued by Al-
Youssoufi following his appointment
was to jncrease customs doties on

g

long complaived of the ~mis-
management, mEisappropriation
general waste of public funds. ad

" One issoe, however, which does not
seem to be a subject of controversy,
whether the prime minister in offjea
belongs to the former % or
the former opposition, is that of the

Western Sabara. All Moroccan
l:.ann:'ag:e«adunﬂ'n.-.mr.:smty''ofl i
ahead with the United Natoge

. m"‘o{d referendum 16 determine the

the region. Morocco insistg
the Sahera is part of iis teritory, but -
louItﬁbﬁImdertheb?nnerofﬂlePo.

- lisagi
.f“a:_m’bm!t?‘;ﬁ:‘ngfmm
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In the spirit
of Madrid

On the eve of his first visit to the region as Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom, Tony Blair replied to written
questions from AlAhram Editor-in-Chief, Tbrahim

Nafie, on the future of the Middle East peace process
and the prospects for Anglo-Egyptian relations

When in London last week, I aitempted 5 meet Tony Blair be-
Jore his visit to the Middle East However, his intensive sce-
dule over the four davs I was there 1o reach an agreement re-
garding Northern Ireland, made ihe meeting -impossible,
Hence, it was agreed berween myself and the Prime Minister's
affice that I would presemt my questions in writing and the an-
swers would be forwarded to me. I was to return to London to
meet Blair and continue the interview, however circumstances
prevented me from renaning to Europe ar this time. Blair's
departure date for Cairo was neaving. the Easter holidays
were upon us and as time was tight, the original written Ji-
laogue wonld have 1o stand by iself. - - -

Primé Ministéi; tast mionth you Jaonched a rooed of in-
tense diplomatic. activity, It started with letters to Clinton,

Helpi:ngmachievepmgressinﬂ:emddhl‘zastmm

is a key priority for our Presidency of the Envropean Union.

We are deeply concerned that the spixit of Madnd and Oslo
has evaporaied, and that the promise of those

idency of the Eoropean Union with Europe. -

We need 10 “Kick start” the process. Last month, Robin
Cook-visited israel, the Occupied Terriwries, Syria, Lebanon,
Jordam and Egypt. The EU Special Envoy, Miguel Moratinos,
and Presidency officials are cumrently in the region to follow
gp his visit io prepare the ground for mine in the next few
days. C - :

1 believe that the EU shoold have a role thar reflects its ec- -

ties and srong modern interests that bind our two regions to-
gether. B this role mmst also be complementary to that of the
United States. Co ; :

throngh your Presidency of the EU-in ob-
taining ition from the US that Earope is a fall part-
ner in the Middle East Peace Process, not simply

a party
whose efforts have to those of the US. Now we
have heard from the American side that there is a chance
they may withdraw from the process. How do yen

evalnate suich a possibility, and i this occnrs, do you think

that Purope could confirme alone with its peace efforts?

Becanse I have been so involved recently in trymng to sost out -~

an agreemens on the future of Northern Ireland, I have been in

discussions that the US are frastrated that a breakthrongh has -

not yet been achieved and that is a feeling we all share. But I

do not have the impression that they are. to disengage. .
The EU has made it very clear that it

US initiative on

to come forward with specific proposals.  © - .
As 1 said, the EU can complement and retnforce: their role. .
Wewﬂlwnﬁnuembackupmrdiploma_cy_mdlﬁnmnalg-:
port. The EU is by far the largest provider of zid to the Pal-

estinians and, ander the UK Presidency, we recently agreed to et
extendﬂﬁsaidpackagebqyondi_ls-expuyd_ﬂe:at_ﬂmegdo‘f )

1998.

whom T have the highest regend, and I know tha opinion is
shared by our colleagnes throu Enrope. The EU's posi-
tion on sefflements &0d on Jerusalem have not changed -and

el both sides, I want to Jook: forward. -
sitivity of Har Homa, for sides, T cagier i there were also towands 2 hensive set.

now and ses how progress can be made, - _ D
Your government offered a very promising incentive to"
bresk the deadlock in the Middle East peace process, but
l!lelsraelsidemfnsedmtakeit.l)oesﬁltrermlmt-
your efforts in the Middle East and to what extent? .. .

if we are 10 make progress in'the Middle Bast Peace Process, .
jt is important hat we, move away from a climate of blame
and mumal recrimination. As 1 say, we should Jook forward,
not back. This is why We are now working on ways in which
the EU can help break the copreat deadlock. ;

The lessons of history wam agaiist excessive optimizm, but .

' my visit in panicolar to<ake forward ideas on
fbﬁ"ﬁﬁm"ﬁm :ssuepsm'lhmmrmlﬁ-usmmn that. de-
spite the EU’s very Substantial investrocnt m these' projects.
theymmainb]ocked.Wemrcgularl_ymld_ﬂntmhﬂ!esp—
arales the sides, a1 least in sn-farnsthe.mpm@qa.um-

’

o e ———f——m e % ¢ enmerape R e Dl
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tﬂmkealeadinthiswayandwehavebeen_mgngthem;

- Israel's ity. Robin Cook emphasised dizing

-Clearly it is vital that there should be no delay on the wider
issues of land for peace covered by the US inidatives. But [
want to be sure that we are ready to move forward with these

Britain has said that it will host a conference to discuss ho-
manitarian issues in Iraq. Don't you agree, Prime Minister,
that lifting the ban on Iraq would be 2 more effective

in hamanitarian terms, especially i

have finished their work at the Presidential sites?

I don’t think anybody shonld be in any doubt as 1o who is re-

sponsible for any homanitarian soffering in Iraq. The solution

o sanctions Hes in Saddam Hussein’s hands. We do not want
sanctions to remain i@ place a day longer than necessary. But
. omly-when Iraq complies with the relevant TIN Security Coeo-
cil resolations can the of Lifting sanctions begin.

The UN Resolation drafied by the UK and sdopied 2t the end
of the recent crisis made this clear. The fact is that it is Fraq's
failure to comply with its obligations which has delayed the

agreements has- moment when action can be taken on sanctions. If Iraq now
not been folfilied. When I visit the region this week 1 will be - i
doing 5o not just as the British Prime Minister bot as the Pres- -

cooperates with UNSCOM and answers the ootstanding ques-
tions, ‘a5 m@gﬁfﬁu UN Secretary General’s Mem-
orandom of G process can begin.

In the meantime we are very concerned (o make sure tkar the
homanitarian needs of the Fragi are fully met. I will take
"no lectures from anyone on this. It is the British
that sponsored the 03l for food resolurion. It is the British gov-
emment that is holding the EU meeting on bumanitarian as-

sistance to Irag.

-Is there any evidence to support recent claims that Iraq
might be planning to flood Britain with doty-free goods
containing apthrax?

1 do not want 10 1alk about intelligence matters, but it is true
that on a precautionary basis the British Goveromem ciralated
warning 1o UK ports on the possible risk of anthrax or other

Weapons.
. It is our concern at this capabiljty that Iies ar the root of our
support for UNSCOM's work in Irag.

ment’s decision a5 a positive
step in that direction.

" Lebanese anthorities woald natorally assume the normal secor-

Ity responsibilities of any state over territory it controlled,
is a key concern for us. But clearly all this would be

i

tlement, particulésly on the Syrian wrack. )
Do you think it is possible to stop violence from escalating

farther in the occapied lands? Do you see Fsrael’s hardline .
sositions a5 helping to achieve a minimum degree of stabil--

scensation that they ave refnctant to police the sreas nnder
their smihority? = ) -
-One thing I have repeatedly made clear is our commitment o

we expect 1 cent commitment on the part of the' Pal-
m&nhmgrulnthemeﬁom'l’musmoﬂh:key
fousidations for a lasti -

‘We want to help the inigns with their task — we know
- from onr own experience in Northemn Ireland how difficelf &

" can be ™ stop extremists who seck to disrapt the search for

- --:I
Tl

1

“In the past few years,
Egypt has transformed it-
self in the eyes of the busi-
ness world. The economic
 reform programme has
~ achieved a Renaissance
which most finance mini-
‘sters only dream of. Britain
is @ major stakeholder in
‘this transformation.”

Interview 5

EU already provides fmance, expertise and equipment
to help the Palestimians to develop their comnter-terrorism ca-
pability and enable them to fight terror more effectively.
During my visit, I hope we will be able to fipalise arranpe-
ments for 2 mechanism to formalise EU/Palestinian secarity

g

|

Prime Minister, may T raise the question of Britain’s ob-
stinacy in continming to issue visas to certain Egyptian ¥s-
lamic militents? Do you i
turn down applications from militants wishing to attend 2
conference in the UK to constitmte a torning point in Brit-
ain’s attitudes towards Egyptian terrorists living in Lon-

inctuding those who have been sentenced in absentia?
‘We bave also heard a [ot about proposed legisiation being
prepared by your Home Secretary, Jack Straw. The bill
would be intended to strengthen the legal instrumesis
available fo counter teyrorist actions planned or incited on
British territory and give the police wider powers to con-
trol and monitor fond-raising activities. When do you ex-

ing to attend. We wonld take the same action again in similar
circumstances.

We remain determined that the UK should not be used as a
Mfwwmmmmmy.meﬂmm
will be ishing shoetly a tation paper with proposais
for strengthening our comiter-terrorism laws. The legislation
10 which youn refer will probably be brought forward during
the next session of Parliament.

How do you react to Mr Netanyabu®s statements during
his last tour condemning Earope for the co-
loninl perceptions which still pervade her treatment of the
Middle East?

Duing his last visit (o Londen, Prime Minister Netanyahu
told me personally that he welcomed European involvermem
in the Middle East Peace Process, and I have po reason 10
donbt that. We will be discussing all these issues when we
meet in the next few days, and shall do so in a spirit of coop-

eration and knowing that we can talk to each other very open-

Your pasition against Irag before Saddam Huossein com-

-plied with UN demands was met with reservations by the

Arab world. De you think that Britain will be abie to re-
store its image in the region quickly?
Onr key objective in the Middle East is 10 promote peace and
stabilicy. We went 1o grea1 lengthe doring the crisis o share
our thoughts with our friends i the Arab world, The role
played by President Mubarak was extremely i

Onr preference was always for a diplomaric solation. But, as
Kofi Axman mede clear, it was diplomacy backed by the threai
of force that finally made possible a posttive omtcome. That
outcome now needs to be tested in practice and it is nnportant
that we should pot drop our goard.

How do you evaluate the theories of some pondiis con-
cerning Israel’s assassination attempt on Khalid Masha'al
and their threats to do the same again. Do you not feel that
this deserves to be classed as state terrorism and that Is-

rael shouald in fact be seen as the only state in oor region
that is actively destabflising the sitnation there?

We said very clearly a1 the time of the assassination anempt on
Misha'al that we unequivocally condemn all forms of extra-
Judicial assassination. The need to fight terrorism and protect
the lives of innocent civilians, pressing though it may be, can
never be a justification for resoring to such methods.

We also made very clear 1o the Israeli govemnment our con-
demnation of the attack and our concern about the likely ef-
Tects on Israel’s relations with her neighbours and on efforts 1o
get the peace process back on track.

But it wonld be counterproductive for Israel to be isolated.
Israel is involved in the peace process laid down at Madrid and
Oslo, based on UN Security Council Resolutions. Despite the
present difficulties, negotiations continoe. Our efforts must go
into sustaining these negotiations, which offer the best pros-
pecis of securing a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in
the Middle East.

How do you evaluate relations hetween Egypt and the UK
inﬂln’espheresoftheeconomy,po!iﬁcs.defenceandml-
ture?

In 1be last few years, Egypt has wransformed itself in the eyes
of the business world. The economic reform programme has
achieved a remaissance which most Finance Ministers only
dream of,

Through our stong and growing economic und commercial
ties with Egypl, Brilain is 2 major stakeholder in this trans-
formation. We invest more in Egypt than any nop-Arab coun-
try except America, Many of the big names of British business
such as Glaxo-Welcome, British Gas and Marks and S
are established there, and others are looking to follow. Trade is
growing: British firms exported 16 per cent more 1o Egypt last
year than in 1996. The financial institotions of the City of Lon-
don are the most important investors in a revitalised
Egyptian Stock Market. On Saturday I will be launching the
Egypt/Britain Business Council in Cairo. This will cemem our
commercial partnership with Egypt and bring together British
and Egyptian businessmen at the highest level.

The British and ian armed forces also enjoy 2 close re-
lationship. Egypt has a key position in the region, given its
military capabilities, position as a leader of the Arab world,
and jls swategically vital geographical position. Our forces
have a good record of cooperation, highlishied last aniumn
during Exercise Bright Siar
97, which was of course
hosted by Egypt.

Bwt Britain's reladons
with Egypt go much decper
than this. They start, as
they should, at the leve] of
ordinary people — through
education, through culwre
and throngh visitors in both
directions — over 350,000
British tourists last year.
Some 30,000 Egyptians
live in Britain. A similar
number visit us cach year,
Through our Cheving
Scholarship  programme,
some 50 of Egypt™s bright-
est graduates come to study
in Britain each year. Many
more do so independently.
Others are follmEing British
Programmes in Egypt: eve-
ry year lhe British Council
registers some 18,000 sm-
denmis. And many British
Muslims go w0 Egypt 0
smdy at the world-
renowned University of Al-Azhar,

Taken together, these links — as panners in the pursuit of re-
gional peace, in business, and in each other's daily lives — ex-
plain why Egypt maters to Britain, and Brilain matters to
Egypt And so I am locking forward (o my first cver visit 10

Egypt.

Eaypt has a high consideration for the assistance yoor
country has given us with problems over exports to En-
Tope, ln particular concerping patatoes and textiles, as well
as for your help in achieving the partocrship agreement
between and Egypt As holders of the EU Pres-
idency, how do yon see the prospecis for onr mutual re-
lations in the coming years?

As Presidency of the EU, Britain is determined to develop the
EU's relationship with Egypt as one of oor key economic part-
ness in the Mediterranean region. If at all possible we have to
bring the process of negotiating a new Association Agreement
o a successful conclusion. The Agreement will move our re-
lationship to a new level and bring very real economic benafits
to both sides, as well as providing for closer political dialogne,

l"“
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Ireland
rising?

Northem Ireland had a happy East-
er, but when the celebrations die
down, will the war still be over?
Gavin Bowd in London assesses
the weight of history to be shoul-
dered by the “men of the future”

When, last Friday, politicians signed an agree-
ment on the funire of Northern Ireland, it was
hailed by 2 media fanfare. its contents — the
creation of a Northern Irish Assembly, a power-
sharing executive and a cross-border bedy; the
abandonment of the Irish republic’s termtorial
claim on Northern Ireland — were seen as
achieving the impossible, putting an end to 30
years of troubles which claimed 3,500 lives,
and centuries of bitter conflict berween Prot-
estant and Catholic, British and Irish. )

As the chairman of the negotiations, George
Mitchell, the British prime minister, Tony Blair,
and his Irish counterpart, Bertie Ahern, left Bel-
fast, they received fulsome praise for their hu-
man and political qualities, and were even
tipped to follow Yitzhak Rabin in winnin, ig the
Naobel Pecace Prize. But, in the cold Light of day,
what are the real chances of an ead to the con-
flict in Northern Ireland?

In favour of the success of the agreement, it
must firstly be pointed out that it was reached
by all the main parties in Northern Ireland, with
the exception of the intransigent Democratic
Unionists of Rev. lan Paisley. The repre-
sentatives of the main paramilitary groups, Loy-
alist and Republican, have signed up, thus com-
mitting themselves to decommissioning their
weapons over the next two years. The rapid re-
lease of convicted men and women of violence
may appease the extremists. In broader terms,
opinion polls indicate thar the agreement will
be ratified by neardy two-thirds of the electo-
rates concerned. both North and South, at the
referendum planned for May. Friday's agree-
ment would therefore seem to have created a
solid consepsus for democratic politics in
Northern Ireland.

That said. it should be remarked that a major-
ity of Northern Irish people have always con-
demned terrorist actions, and voted for parties
committed to peaceful means: the men and
women of violence always belooged to fanat-
icised minorities on both sides of the sectarian
divide. And even if Sion Fein, the main par-
amilitary representative, has sigoed up to the
agreement, it is difficult to see how such an
agreement can promise both the preservation of
the United Kingdom and the creation of a Unit-
ed Ireland.

The Official Unionist leader, David Trimble,
has scored a significant success in getting Sinn
Fein and the Irish government to accept in prin-
ciple thar the future of Northern Ireland should
be decided by its people alone. Nevertheless,
the prospect of a cross-border body, and of ear-
Iy release of IRA members, are causing sig-
nificant disquiet among Unionists: the DUP is

.
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resolutely opposed, as are the majority of Of-
ficial Unionist MPs and a substantial minarity
of its executive. The Loyalist Volunteer Force
look unlikely to stop its bloody reprisals for the
recent murder of its leader, Billy Wright

And the problems are potentially even greater
on the Republican side. The Sinn Fein leaders,
Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinpess, have ef-
fectively recognised the partition of Ireland. It
will be difficult to sell the Sinn Fein/IRA mem-
bership such a historic concession to Unicnism,
as well as a cross-border body which will have
little more in its remit than tourism and the fu-
ture of Irish pig-farming. Already, there are in-

i reports of serious internal feuding in
the republican ranks. )

The IRA has said no more than that it will ex-
amine the agreerment carefully, and reach a
judgement on the basis of how far it brings
them closer 10 their goal of a ‘democratic’ so-
cialist republic of Ircland’. Sinn Fein/IRA may
well lose a substantial number of activists to
hardline splinter such as Republican
Sinn Fein and the 32-County Sovereignty Cormi-
mittee, led by the sister of hunger strike “mar-

Copiles of the agreement upon which hinges the prospects of peace in Northern Yreland (photo: AFP}

tyr" Bobby Sands. - -

Events next weekend should already provide a
good idea of the prospects of success for the
Stormont agreement. David Trimble must con-
sult and win the support of his members’ confer-
ence. Gerry Adams, similarly, faces a testing
time at the anpual Sinn Fein congress.

It is, sadly, all too easy to imagine the many
potential booby-traps, both literal and figurative,
on the path to a lasting settlement in Northem
Ireland: conflicting interpretations of the agree-
ment will sow distrust on both sides: terrorist at-
tacks and the release of notorious termorists into
the community will provoke a spiml of re-
prisals; steps towards the promised ‘de-
commissioning of may fail to convince
many Northern Irish people; the summer march-
ing season will bring its load of sectariar flash-
points. At a deeper level, it is difficult to see
how lasting agreement can be reached between
the protagonists. :

The Easter weekend was not only marked by
plaudits for the negotiators of Stormont It also
wilnessed sectarian parades and the festival of-
religious bigotry that is the traditiona] football

_of the “future’. replacin,

match berween *Protestant’ Rangers and ‘Cath-

olic” Celtic in.Glesgow, Scoiland, to which
many young Ulstermen made the pilgyi .
On Friday, Tony Blair spoke lyrically of men
men of ‘history’, and
of the ‘normalisation” of Ulster-politics. But the
weight of Irish history should never.be treated
Lightly. Adams is all too aware of the fate
of Michael Collins, who negotiated the partition
agreement of 1921 and was assassingted by the
IRA for his pains. The Republican ranks will
want to honour the memory of Wolfe Tone's
United Irishmen and the 1798 uprising.. The
Protestant mentality bristles with distrust of

Dublin and Lordon, not to mention the na-

tionalist populaticn in its midst.

In the mid-seventies. another much-landed ac-
cord on power-sharing, the Sunningdale Agree-
ment, foundered on the rocks of mutmal hatred.
And in a’land where flags and emblems carry
such deadly importance, it is difficult to see
Unionists accepiing peacefully thefr dem-
ographic eclipse by the Catholics of the North.

So will the new millennium see the ead of the
border, or the fight for a new partition?

Tony Blair

Dennis Ross

Yeltsin’s baby rejected,

Russian President Boris Yeltsin has failed to browbeat the Russian parfiament into -

for the moment

submission, writes Abdel-Malek Khalil from Moscow. But the battle isn’t over yet - -

| YAYA: T

Described as “baby-faced™ and “‘apo-
Iitical™. Russian President Bors Yelr-
sin’s candidate for prime minister, 35-
year-old political neophyte Sergei Ki-
riyenko. was roundly rejected last Fri-
day by the Dwma — the Lower House
of parliament. Defeated by 186 votes
to 143, Kiriyenko wonld have needed
another 83 votes to obiain the majority
required for confirmation in the 450-
seat Duma.
Although the opposition as a whole
about having put the brakes
on Yeltsin's machinations and the lib-
eral Yabloko Party described the re-
sults as a “slap in the face™ for the
president, both Yeltsin and his protégé
seemed to tzke the vote in their stride.
Yelsin's spokesman, Sergei Yastr
zhembsky, said that the outcome was
“in linc with our ex; ions”, and an
uncuffled Kiriyenko declined to admit
defeat. claiming that he had expected
even less suppon oun his first confirma-

tion round.

The Russian president, who had
stunned the whole — in
cluding his political inner circle — by
March while asCong Eoergy, Maaisir

while ; er
Kiri to form a new cabinet, ef-
fectively holds the power to dissolve
the Duma and call for new elections if
his choice of a premier is rejected
three times in a row.

Working bard to promowc his in-
experienctd apd unknown candidate
for the counry’s second top job, Yelr-
sin boasted that his man was a “pro-
fessional manager who can work as
pm of 2 tcam, who shunc self.
promotion and cheap populism.” In
the same breath, Yeltsiz maintained
that he would remain firm in his stand,
catsgorically ruling owt the designa-
tion of an alternative coandidate. Stern-
ly remonstrating with ition
uties in the Duma, Yeltsin told them in
no uncertain wrns o make up their
minds ro Kiriyenko or face the con-

sequences, “because I have no other
candidate. I will not present another
candjdare,”

Many observers believe thar the
Russizn presideni’s refusal to budge
on Kiriyenko has degenerated into a
political showdown, in some ways
comparable to the October 1993 con-
frontation when Yeltsin used tanks to
oost -his enemies in the legislature.
“Yeltsin's insistence on Kiriyenko is a
matter of principle now.” said Yev-
geay Volk, an anatyst ar the Heritage
m;mw in Moscow, e’;:l\;lumng

t “he wants [0 emphasise his super-
ior posidon in the Russian political

System ™
Despite Yeltsin's threat of uldmately
dissolving the parli in orderto

have his way, the opposition

unabashed — ar least for the moment.-

Ultra-nationalist Viadimir Zhirinovsky
of the Liberal Democratic Party de-
risively dismissed Kiri for his
youth and lack of polidcal fincsse.

“You can’t tum a first grader into an
academician, ¢r make a sergeant .a
marshal, otherwise there will be fail- -
ure and destroction,” fumed Zhiringv-
sky. who only changed his étand on
Yelisin’s protégé after his party failed
to manoenvre its way into Kiriyenko's
cabinet-in-the-making.

Less opportunistic, but nevertheless
cautious, the Communist Party which
beads the majority leftist coalition iz
the Duma used the political upheaval
as a forum agamst Yeltsin's ili-fated
economic course — after Yeltsin mied
ont Communist demands to form a ;no-

Communist leader ;
Zyoganov explained that the pamty's
vole against the premier-designate
should be seep in the context of the
general political crisis — including

Yeltsins disasrous r=form pro-
grammes and the government's per-

enuial faifure 1o pay their workers' sal-
aries .

But nd the opposition’s rhetoric,
many ﬁoysts believe that the Russian
president will ultimately win the oext
round. Althongh Yeltsin will definisely
oot altow Kintyenko ¢ include Com-
munists in the new cabinet. it is most
wﬁ&n he wifl make con;:;:sions o

ight wing and sway the voting
bloc of Viadimir Zhiminovsky's Liberal

‘Democratic Pty — or some other

faction — in his candidate’s fevour. .
In firm controf of the reformist and
market-ordented - Klriyenko, Y
vowed to “listen’ only to. the pres-
ident™, once he has beaten the Duma

into submission, ;:lnm fstaltl'ds_ o
emerge stronger ever, having
oven his -political prosvess one

- Edited by Gamal Nkrumah .-

who -

16« 22 Agril 1998

'Nukes well into
the 21st century

lsrael stands to gain from dis-
armament convention doings, writes
Gamil Ibrahim from Geneva

The noclear superiority of the five_nuclear pow-

. ers — the United States, Britaio, France, Russia

and -China — will coatinue well into the 2ist
century. Those counties such as Israel, India
andPakismnﬂmthadbuiltupanuclearnmenal
g;\‘r:tlyngdmmde' of all regulatory channels

1o gain. .

In spite of over a year and a half of efforts in
the UN disarmament convention in Geneva, the
Group of 21 (G-21) which took part in the con-
vention failed to reach an agrecment with the
five nuclear powers over a timetable for elim-
inaring noclear weapons by the year 2020. The
five covntries also refused to create a nuclear dis-

. armament committée in the convention that
would give this igsue the intémational priority it
merits. ’

The Egyptian ambassador to the United Na-
tions in Geneva, Muxiir Zahran, outlined Egypt's
position. “Egypt,” he said, “has devoted consid-
erable artention to the question of nuclear dis-
armament in the world and, in particular, to mak-
ing the Middle East an area free of weapons of
mass destruction. Egypt has been keen to press
for a comprehensive and balanced agenda for the
disarmament convention that would reflect the
priorities of the international community in ac-
cordance with the pertinent UN General As-
sembly resolutions. Group-21 did. indeed, pass
such an agenda last June. The agends is 2n ex-
pression of the international commumity’s sense
of urgency with regard to devising a timezable
for the phased elimination of nuclear weapons in
the world that would be bindin, 'gonallnuclgr

POWers.
Unfortunately, negotiations between G-21 and
the five ouclear powers fafied to produce tan-
gible results, In order to rescue the convention
from failure, a settfement was reached in which
some of the demands of the ron-puclear nations
were given some consideration — in theory at
least. To extricate the conveation from its stale-
mate on this issue by generating some level of
consensus, Egypt grudgingly agreed to appoint a

coondinatar to negotiate with the delega-
tions of the member nations over the manner in
which the conveation should handle the issue of
nucleu_disarmannm.Zahransaidth:;xpm-
posal is impractical in the absence nec-
essary political will among the five nuclear pow-
ers, which oppose using the disarmament
convention as a negotiating formm for nuclear
disarmament.

While G-21 failed in its goal to create a special
nuclear disarmament committee and to generate
practical progress towards a timetable for phased
nuciear disarmament, the participants nev-
ertheless succeeded in putting forwand the issue
of the security guarantees that ouclear nations
should provide to the non-nuclear nations which
are party to the Treaty for the Prevention of the
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. :

Egypt weicomed the formation of a special se-
curity guaramtees committee. Zahran affirmed
- that this committee should speed serious nego-
- tiations within the framework of the dis-

armament. convention over a legally-binding,

mmjilateral accord that should provide & com-
prehensive set of security guarantees for the non-
auclear countries. G-21 participants believe that
it is essential that the multilateral agreement over
security guarantees-be accorded the status of an

“International covenant” drawt up in accordance

with Article 6 of the nuciear non-proliferation

treaty.
Although the five major neclear powers have
issued statements to the UN Security Council 1o
the effect that they will not use their nuclear
weapons against the nations which are panty 1o
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, snch state-
ments are not legally-binding. Moreover, many

are watered down by contingent stipnlations. -
It is worthy of noie in this context that the
by the US ambassador to the

guarantees.

would apply to those areas that are free of nu-
clear weapons. Zahran asserted that Egypt dis-
agrees with this interpretation. The US am-
bassador’s statement does not bode well, he said,
as it suggests that the nuclear powers only agreed
to create the comnmittee for security guarantees
as a manoeuvre designed to appease the pom-
nuclear natiops and that they are not earnest in
their desire to reach a legally binding, multi-

latera] agreement.

Deliberations over the past vear and a haif
have revealed that the nuclear powers, particular-
1y the US and Russia, believe that the question of
nuclear disarmament should be weated a1 the bi-

) ] ive nuclear arms
reductions in preparation for Start 3. The US rep-
resentative (0 e convention has repeatedly stat-
¢d that the question of nuclear disarmament is 3
complex and highly technien] jssue that is better
left to direct negotiations berween those parties

disarmament

convention, he says, is not an appropriate forum
: m&i}mmmmmam
Western coontries it general bold that the
elimination of land—mmes,_ i themthnr_ r than noclear
weapons, should receive the priority attention of
thedlsa:mamn:convmmAltheaameunn

however, they refuse to commit themselves 1o

world wars. Zahran has stated that those narions
%plmmd]and-mt%?sinofmetenﬁoriesofm
ons during peri foreign oceupatio

shpuldbcmsponsiblefm'd)emovalofﬂ-;:
mmes.Mmaover,hesaid.‘givenmemhﬁve]y
low costs of the process; in comparison to the
also bear ﬂ:?nanonalm cost of the remaoval, while ob.-
serving sécurity requirements

) ommu:esinwhich:hemingamlmmd; of the

The disarmament i

' UN General Assembly resolations. We can algg

expemhemmconﬁnmmmnderinmp i
dmmmusha@mmuurgmm
uen_dn_harnuc!earsu_pmorityfc_ann?xtmn_
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Fifty years after Delr Yassm
and in the midst of a. dying
peace process, the Zionists
of America are denying
historical facts so as to
continue to deny justice to
the Palestinians.

James Zoghy writes
R

This is an article I never thou Iwouldhave
write. It was 50 gt o

Smﬂpslrglmandlsh!(SmGang}mmm:mda

massacre in the Arab village of Deir Yassin. Now, -
50 years later, the presiden: of the Zionist Organ-

lsauonofAnnnm(ZOA).Mnnonlﬂem.xswag

mgammpmgnmlheUmedSﬂesdcnymglhata )

mmassacre ook
Notunhkcmelnstoncalmsmnmswhnden

oll;_eHﬂloea;:st.tl;I:mswork'DeuYassm Hismt;
alie” appem’anoeofschoimslnp.lns

heavily footnoted, documented =

lentlessly plods lhmugh every guote and cla:m ’

made about the events at Deir Yassin.

ago that the Zionist terrorist -

Iﬂemsmethodsarcs:milm-tothe}{o!mmdn- - o

niers. He uses half 0ns and
e et s o

but minimises its importance, In the end he ¢laims
thatDerasmnwasonlyannmrbmnmmy
shrm.:sh.ltwasfoughtlﬂmsays,mdnnmma
hostile Arab that was to the

Jews of Jerusalem. Andnsreamyhasayswascﬁs- '

toried by a combination of

Jewish estahl:slnnenlenm::s of the Stem aod Ir-

gun Gengs, Jewish lefifsts. and the exaggerated

boastings of those who were there (whom, be says,

onlymadethardmnsasapmofthmrpsycho-
the Arabs).

campaign against
Klein’s purpose is larger, of conrse, thap the dis-
crediting of Deir Yassin, He and his movement .

history by eliminating from s .
raomdoncofﬂomsmsn?gmodwusevenm.mem‘

seek to rewrie

knows that the tervorism at Deir Yassin did not
stand-alone. As modern Isreel historians now ac-

knowledge (and as Arabs bave always Enown),

Deir Yassin was but one piece of a concenrazed Zi-

Onist Strategy to terrorise Arabs in order to expel |
them on the way 10 depopulating their villages in-
ocdertomhﬂrrepopulamﬂmnwnhnewjemsh"

of (o erase them from the map.

All this would be enongh if-Klein
were merely a liar and a deliberate distorter of fact.
But the reality is even more Heisafa-
natic true believer for whom Zionism can do 0o
wrong- And Klein is not alone. He heads an grgan-

isation, which he has effectively used to intmidate -

opponents. By preying on fear, Klein has silenced
foes in the medie, in politics and even within the
Jewish community. . He bas, over the past decade
won minor battles, forcing newspapers to change
maps, fotcmg Jewish organisanons 10 -distavite

Now:tappearshchasuamedhlsgmsonamﬂgor
ptouaseamassmfmmh:sﬂwyandm—
um:damthosewhownnk!m .

That Klein" seﬂ’orismnstbeoombatedgoeswnh— :
out saying. If his compaign goes unanswered, he

mﬂwmandpohnmans.ﬂ:emd:aand:vmh:s—'
torians may come [0 question either the fact that a
massacre did take placed at Deir Yassin or thar it
was an important component in the effort to terror-
ise some Palestinians 10 leave their homes. .
In this context, it is iImporiant to note that 2 small
butputenua]]ylmponanteﬁmmnndmytode-

Hlstory
with

Ara bs.'_f

Anlsraelitelovisionserieshas - -
provoked widespread controversy.

after it recognised the factthat . - -

Palestinians were deliberately - -
expelied from their land in order fo.

create the Zionist state. Graham _

Usher reports from Jerusalem
A

Lastweek.lsmhsumedmtomchthehm"

ep:sode of Thkuma (Bebrew for “Resumection™)..
a 22-part televised history of Israel being shown

on Israel's Channel 1 TV o commemorate the - g

State's 50th anniversary- -
Theenureseneshasbeenmnuovuma],u—

pecially eadier episodes which showed how the:

estsblishment of Istael was at least parly re-
alised throngh the deliberate expulsion of Pal-
estinians from their lands in what bad been, prior
to 1948, mandate Palestipe. But the latest epi-

sodemweededmﬁuﬂngmmwe““b""

fore it was aired.

Entitled the “Path of Tamor — Biladi, Biladi-

(*My cou my couniry”), the programme
lookidar:hngmngmofﬂn?LOasammml

t advocating -and practising
struggle as a strategy fo libezaie. Plestine, It be-

'malmmeYmmﬁt
%:émwﬁnmmwﬂlremwm

nded with some srchive PLO foot-
bhomes™ and e Wi in’

of Palestinian guernrillas emmng
=ligg"t".'n.’mesmunsot’thePalest:mannal.u:lnalar.—

them, “Biladi, Biladi™. In between.mneglsmehs._.
and six Palestinizns gave confrasung Imier-
pmmuonsofsucbmntsasthehﬂmgufmnak—_

Tach athiees by the PLO'S Black .

1978 Camp David accords signed Egypt

mdlsmdeileBvamofM'
episode’

For most Palestinians, the was fargely
a conveational Israeli reading °f the.vm 1967 -

ort to confound antof- |
dinary reader. He admits what cannot be depied,

fendb:smry 'Derasstemmnbered‘:sanew
dedicated t0 the memory

organisation preserving
“of that outrage by publishing materials, both docu-

mentary and commentary, and by constmcting a
monument to the massacre in the place where the
vi]]ageofDeirYassinoncesmod.

" ‘The founder of “Deir Yassin Remembered™ Dan

:ssoratHobanColhgehNew

McGowan, a.

.Ym'k,wnsngust ANA weekly call-in tele-
vmonshnw"ACapﬂ\ﬁew" Not only did we
orcing politicians to change their votes. - have the

1o Coddmemorate the mas-
saueandd:scnssﬂ:cwmkofﬂlemmme.bm

~the programme also provided 3 number of sur-
- vivors the opportunity to call-in and share their
-rempiniscences with our nationwide andience.

Onemﬂu-hadbeenayounggldauhemofﬂ:e
massacre. She described in haowing detail what

* she saw and sorvived. Her grandmother, uncle and
" two-and-a-half-year-old brother killed — the rest

ofhﬂ-famﬂywasfomedmﬂee.AnoM:fmale
norse, recalled seeing snrvivors, prisoners of war.
paraded through Jewish neighbourhoods in Je-
masalem. Siill anomer_reputqdhowthmesame

prisoners were taken to a quary oorside of the vil-
lage and shot in cold blood.
next month Arzb American organ-

isations will take the one step forther. A
buge quilr kas been created with one large hand-
embroidered patch for each of the 418 Palestinian
viliages destroyed by Istael since 1948. The “Quikt

will ravel the month of May
across the United States. It will be greeted by ral-
lies and evenrs i raajor US cives.

This effort 10 remember and defend our past is
a vital component 1o the struggle o create justice
in the fupme. The ZOA effort to deny and re-
write history is a contineation of the Zionist cam-

paign to deny not only justce to the Palestinians,
but their very history and existence as well. Deir
Yassin was a massacre. There are 100 many wit-
nesses, Arab, Jewish, and Europesn to deny that
fact. Bm:twasmomthantha:.:twasade—
liberate act of terrorism with a clear political ob-
jective. It was callously used. After the mas-
sacre, Haganah soond trucks drove throngh Arab
areas warning “unless you leave your homes, the

.of Hebronl®

o . , . ; N,
IsnehsattheGushEﬁanuneﬁon,hstSmday mmmﬂ&mmpromawmmmwﬂdemmmmemeMMAm
-1882, tlmnghsomeadmi‘ttad that in aflowing Pal-

‘estinians o speak of their own history there was
atleast an attempt at balance. “Tkuma has shown
bmandp:wesufthemulw but not the
‘complete history,” PLO spokestam Bassam Abu

- Shatif said_ Israeli reviewers asspciated with the

Laboor and Meretz partics also saw the “Biladi™
documentaryasanmemptmplacelthLOs
medresrsmnce(nr"tm‘mm. as the Israeli in-
-lerviewees. -insisted on calling &t} in the wider
.context of 'Palestinian” nationalism, so as to
“know the mosives of the other side i the war,
the side we will have to make peace with in the

“not wo distant foture,™ as the retired army gener-

.al, Shlomo Gazit, expresscd it in Israel’s Yedior

movement at the 1972 Mumich Olympics, the. - Aharonot newspaper on 6 April: Yet, for other

Israclis, any attempt to saderstand the PLO as a

--natignalist phenomenon rather than a “ierrorist™

mmvedau'ansmonloofar "Nor was their
cnunsmlnnuedtom:ews. _

} are destroylﬂa

Prior to “Biladi’s” screening, the episode’s writ-
er and direclor, Ronit Wejss-Berkowitz, received
dmhﬂnmandha:euﬁsaccumgherofbemg

an “Arab lover™ who “glorified terrorism™. On the
dayofumsnnssxon,lsruls]-ﬁghComofJusme
hmdapcnuonﬁ'oma.lemshorgmusanonded-
icated to “protecting the state of Israel’s identity”,
I:m}ledonlhecounmbantheenmmmése-
sies for “twisting history and making Israe] the ag-
gressor and 0ot the victim™ The cowrt threw out
the perition on the that i1 was not the
“censor”, of, the Ismeli Broadcasting Association
(IBA). Communications Minister Limor Livnat

programme, Wamning ominoas-
ly that she looked forward to the day when the
IBAwould“carryunmdurytoproduceaZlm-
mbmadmstuhlchdumNputpﬂﬂmrepmsem
onl Palestinian side™.

Vyh'ytlmﬁnme"lﬂor'[‘oms:gcv—mcoﬂs-
rael’s “new™ hISIOI:lans who has done pioneering

fate of Deir Yassin will be your fate.”

As Menachem Begin himself declared in the The
Revoelt, “Arabs throughout the country. induced 1o
believe wild ales of “Irgun butchery’ were seized
with limidess panic and started 10 flee for their
lives. This mass flight soon developed into a mad-
dened, uncootrolled stampede. Of the almost

800,000 who lived on the presant temitory of the
State of Israel, only some 165,000 are stlf there.
'I‘l'nepohuca.landeaonom:cs:gm.ﬁcanu of this de-
velopment cam hardly be overestimated.!

I was an offensive campaign 10 conquer Arab
land and depopulate (now called “ethmac cleans-
ing™) Arab viliages, Noted David Ben Gurion in
his Rebirth and Destiny of Israck Uil the British
left (May 15, 1948) no Jewish seitlement, however
remole, was entered or seized by the Arabs. while
the Haganah... captured many Arab positions and
liberated Tiberia. and Haifa. Jaffa, and Safad... So
on the day of destiny, thar part of Palestine where
mtlnganﬂdeowmmwaahmﬁclmdm-

Add to this, the admission of Yitzhak Rabin that

research on Ismel’s early years — Thume was
bound 1o be conroversial because it deals with

- history. And “history in Israel is a sensitive sub-

ject in wavs that politics is not,” he says. This ts
because “Zionism is a particular interprelation of
Jewish history. So, in addressing this history.
Thuma is addressing the mest basic ideological
and exisiential discaorses of Israeli society.™
Another “new™ Ismaeli bistorian, Han Pappe,
agrees. He believes thar the fuss whipped up by
Ihmisduelessmth:answersitprovidﬁ—-
which are couched in tradifional Zionist terms —
than 1o the questions it poses. “The very language
Tlemma uses to describe Israel’s esmbhsh:ﬂl_ab;pt H]
provocative o many Ispaelis,” he says se-
ties refers o the war of 1948 rather than the lib-
eration of 1948 It talks about the expulsion of
Palestinians from their lands. It concludes that the
expulsion was momally justified, but it no langer
disputes that cxpulsmn wok place. This is 0

of dispossession
IR

A 1948 Acme Photo with the
caption: “Menachem Beigin,
leader of Irgun Zvai Leumi
congratulates one of his men
during a parade in
Jerusalem, on which
oﬁc!gsion hlli’: made one of bis
PUDIKC appearances.
Behind Beigin is his
*adjutant,” a man who
@resses exactly like him,
even to glasses, prmmmbly
to foil a would-be assassin.™

Mordechai Ra'anan (left),
who Jed the attack on Deir
Yassin, with Beigin

he ordered the forced expulsion of 40.000 Arabs
from the Palestinian village of Lydda. Said Rabin:
“The inhabitams of Lydda must be expelled quick-
lv without attention to age... implement immedi-
ately.” The same has been admitted by Yigal Allon,
who headedl the Palmach. His poal, he wrote was
“the need to clean the upper Galilee of Arabs.™ His
1actic was to use fear and terror 10 force Arabs 1
flee. Forced expulsion and 1errorism defined the
Palestinian exodus of 700,000. Ethnje cleansing
and erasing villages defined the formation of the
Jewish state in 1948, This we have always known.
This some Isratlis now admit. And this is what
Klein and his Likud cohorts now seek to deny.

Fifty years later in the midst of a dying peace
process, the ZOA seeks 1o deny and intimidate
others into denying these historical facts so as to
continoe 10 deny justice to the Palesrinians in
their ancestral homeland. To demand justice, we
must defend the past.

The writer is president of the Washington-based
Arab American Institute.

“The anger at
Tkuma is rooted
in the fact that
the series ruins
the denial
mechanisms we
Israelis have
developed fo
repress the
wrongs done to
Arabs during the
establishment
and growth of
the state”

strike at one of the founding myths of Zionist
history.”

And this — according 10 the Isracli writer,
Arie Caspi — is what has triggered the various
attacks on the Thiena scrics and its makers. Writ-
ing in He'arelz newspaper las1 week. Caspi says
that "the anger at Tkuma is rooled in the fact that
the sarjes ruins the denial mechanisms we [Is-
raelis] have developed 1o repress the wrongs
done o Arabs during the esiablishment and
growth of the statz.” [n commemorating Israel’s
Jubilee, “Tkuma's critics would have preferred a
history without [Palestinian] refogees. without a
military government, without occnpation and, in-
deed. without Arabs at all,”

Thuma thus reveals — however partially —
that in the end such denial can be no defence
againut history, and that unil the Palestinian
question is fully acknowledged, there cap be no
solution for the .
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Economy -8

Big projects
under review
THE MINISTERIAL Comminee for National
Mega-Projects decided last week o start the me-
charics of handing over pieces of Iand 1o in-
vestors in the Toshka arez in

The committee also
ontheGuﬂfofSuezandSharquTagfﬂ(mof
Port Said) projects and decided to invite bids for
building two power stations undér the Ej;int pub-
lic-private Build, Operate and Transier (BOT)
5!

ystem.

The committee also approved the timetable for
the Sharq El-Tafriaa projects. The contract for
these projects is expected 1o be signed during the
next few days.

Moreover, the committee also agreed to invite
national investors to bid for the project of Suez

Gu!t'porr.dunugAan
The Govemors Council also met last week to
discuss five the new

projects. The Couneil sigacd the contract for e
establishment of Sharq El-Tafriaa port and tax
free zone in Port Said. The new port, located on
1,200 feddans, is to cost LE1.5 billion
and provide half a million job opportunities.

The Egyptian Company for Development of
Port Said will be managing the industrial zone un-
der a 50-year franchise contract The company
will enjoy a 20-year tax exemption.

Debts repaid

EGYPT has decided to make an early repayment
of a small portion of its $30.5 billion foreign debt.
Egypr,said that by pyang back s pordion of the

paying portion

debt. the Egyptian government hopes to benefit
from the drop in inierest rates — especially in
light of the CBE's abundant foreign currency re-
serves which exceed $20 billion.

Of the total $30.5 billion in foreign debt, Egypt
will repay Hungary $9 million, originally doe in
"007 Asaresultot‘m carly repayment, Egypt is

to receive a 35 per cent discount on this
debLAnother$41.5 million will be paid to the
Czech Republic which will also grant Egypt a 30
per cent discount.

Hassan said that negotiations are currently un-
der way with the African Development Bank to
make early repayment of debts owned to the bank.
Egypt has also agreed with the World Bank to pay
part of its debts on which an ioterest of 10 to 11

per cent is charged.

Hotels

to be privatised
THE HOLDING Company for Housi
and Cinema (HHTC) recenty invited investors to
bid for the San Stefano Hotel in Alexandria. This
is the First hotel to be sold since the government
announced its intention to privatise state-owned
hotels laze last year.

According to an advertisement published in the
national papers, the hotel buildings and the land
on which they stand are all up for sale. Investors
or groups of investors can use the the location to
set up various attractions, including a five-star ho-
tel which should carry the name San Stefano, the
announcement stated. Investors may pick up the
contract terms booklet untii 18 May and bids will
be opened on 19 May.

The sale of another hotel. EL-NiL located in Gar-
den City, is scheduled to follow soon. Mohamed
Bakir, sector manager for privatisation ar the
HHTC, said that an adventisement for the sale of
Nile-side EI-Nil will be published late this month.

According to Bakir, investor interest has been
stronger for the El-Nil Hotel because it offers
many advan

**Because the hotel is curmently closed, the buy-
er would pot have to worry about labour problems
or about replacing an existing management con-
tract, in addition to its being sitated in a very
strategic location,” he said. Bakir atuibuted the
lesser interest in San Stefano to the generally low
demand on turism investments in Alexandria.

No schedule has yet been set for the sale of the
remaining state-owned hotels. The fate of several
historical hotels — Mena House Oberol, Marriott,
Cataract in Aswan, Luxor's Winter Palace, and
Palestine in Alexandria — remains controversial.
The holding company had previously decided that
the five hotels will be joined into ong company.

**A portion of the shares of this company will
then be put up for public subscription while the
rest will remain in the hands of the holding com-
pany.” said Bakir, The Supreme Committee for
Privatisation is now considering what percentage
of the company will be offered for public sub-
seription.  According to Bakir, the holding com-
pany is expected to retain between 51 and 60 per
cent.

Next on the

privatisation menu

THE PUBLIC sector’s tight, lengthy monopoly
over shipping and port service seems to be oos-
ening. The holding company for Maritime Trans-
port offered a 25 per cent share of the equity of its
subsidiary the United Amab Shipping and Sie-
vedoring Company (UASS) for public sub-
scription this week through the Cairo and Alex-
andria stock exchanges. The company is the first
clement of the mariime sector to be
privatised. It is also the first of six subsidiaries
that the holding company for maritime wansport
plans to privatise this year.

The offering, which will last for a week ending
Sunday, 19 April, comprises 548,600 shares that
can be increased according to the volume of de-
mand. The shares offered at LE31 each will be
available in minimum lots of 50 shares for in-
dividuals and 1,000 shares for investment funds.
Alexandria Maritime Bank is the manager of the
offering.

After the sale, UASS's ownership stecture will
bechnngedsolhntthegwemmemmkemllbe
diminished to 41 per cent. While the company’s
Employee Shareholders Association will hold
about 8 per cenl of the company’s equity, the re-
maining 51 per cent will be privately owmed, Asa
result. the company will be subject to Joint-Stock
Company Law which regulates the performance
of prtvate companies in Egypt.

ASS has posted profits of LE17.8 million in
fiscal year l996-l§97andahnoﬂequalpmﬁtsm
the previous year. Moreover. the company’s fore-
casts for its price/earning ratio (P/E} and eaming-
per-share (EPS) are the same for the next two fis-
cal years, with a P/E. of 7.8 times ond and EPS of
LEA for both years. This means that the company
rules out any growth in its short-term profits.

The privatisation of the maritime transport com-
panies was given the green light by the People's
Assembly only last November. The announce-
ment of the post service sector privatisation plan
was cautiously welcomed by experts who believe
port services need massive changes in structare
and size.

Edited by Ghada Ragab

Tourism,

Establishing free trade zones is now very much the fashion in the Middle East, as different countries vie to achieve
robust economic expansion and unleash their enterpreneurial energies. Gamal Essam El-Din investigates
ey S

Albn,gh:.ﬂ:eUS&msmnwasnutcmly
a reward

1o Jondan for actively par- -

politics buz also in the economy.”
The government, fearing
thar the US-Jordan free trade

recently decided to strike ont on their
own by creating a number of Hival free
uademundtheGnlfofSuw.
Addressing the People’s Assembly
last month, Prime Minisier Kamal El-

Ganzour explained that the Gulf of-
More funds are now being offered by mtematlonal donors to combat Industrial pollution. Meanwhlle, the tourism

link betweea Africa and the Arab Gulf

North- America and Japan on
the area of | the other. Due to this unrivalled sma-
tegic advantage, the planned free trade
and indostrial zone sreas around the

from ender the feet of any emerging
free trade zones in either Jordan or Is-
rael —— not to mention, their likely role
in boosting Egyptian exports, creating
employment opportunities for the peo-
pleammdlheSuezGulfandmmmg
SI'II?B moa t, he added, s wde—'
govemment,
‘termined to make of these indnstial
mdﬁaeuademamssmy"[t

Just next

pected 1o pass a new govemment

law, which will give foreign and do-

mestic private sector mvestors the con-

: mmt?smbhsh.nma%d”mammm

seaports for a maximum of 99 years,”
Shaladim said

Mohamed Abul-Enein, an appointed

nessman and MP representing Suez  fiee trade zones is not simply a matter

explained: “The Suez Gulf boasts a  government of

of competition between the region’s
countries for foreign investment, but is
prmarily a reaction to the rising cuinre
of globalisation. "Tt is excellent that the
is well aware of
this cultare, becanse the world is now

countries on the oge hand, and between - greater

Suez Gulf are destined to pull the g

week, the People’s Assembly is ex-
draft

conding to him, the cumen| tfashmnfor.

of 180 square km. *This proposed free
uademwasmmdbythethme
cooniries at a workshop in

Amman in and was called the
TEAM area, or Taba-Eilat-Agaba-
Macro Area. However, the TEAM pro-
jectsoonhpsedmlohmbowhenﬂle
anii-peace Likud L took of-
fice in Israel and each country decided
10 go its own way when it came to free
trade 20nes,” MansmnmldmeWeeHy

an industrial and tourist atiraction city,
mngatamtaof-ghr.perta

gro
year,” said Mansour. However,
missed the claim that i

petition
mtrlnnkﬂmr.ﬂmewillbeanyhndof
competition in texms of free trade be-

" of that

" and turning it into a concrete reality.

tween lhe two countries. They are
friends. The two govemments of Egypl
and Jordan are continuously consulting
with one another, not only about pol-
jfics, but also about ecopomics. So, it is
vezy. probable that the two free trade
zones and ports in Suez and Agaba
owldeomplemcnreuuhothermdeven
evenmanymugemnmﬁ'eetmde
zone.” said Mansour. However, he con-
ﬁrmedﬂmtAqahawouldb%anﬁ;ﬂﬁl“o'
cation for processing an ex-
Israeli raw maierials to the
States when the suggested free
uadembetwem]ardnnandtheus
is fully operational-
Iny meantime. it is the Israeli free
zonesthuhnowseerntoposeﬂlI:
greatest threat 1o Egypts plans.
1994, the Israeli Knesset passed leg- |
islation aimed at mning several pars ;
into free trade zomes, the ;
first of which is the economically de-
Negev Desert, now dubbed the

. Free Export Processing Zone. Lo

viving the Amb common market plan

“This is the most effective way of mar-
ginalising, even strangling the Isme.h
initiative,” he said.

industry is being encouraged to go green. Sherine Nasr reports on enwronmental—fnendly developments ‘

New fund for environment- frlendly mdustry

As the three-year grace period

other $15 miilion.and the. gov-

tablish their environmental and- More

significantly, in-

heavil uting industries
o ead sneles and vk

forEgypuanfacmnestobmg
their environmental standards

in line comes to an end, inter-
pational grants are being made
avmlablemenommgefacwnes

eavimnmental, policy.
and comply with the 1994 En-
vironment Law, which officially
came into effect on 1 March.

project s
WorldBank:spruvxdmgmost
of the project’s funding, about
S35mﬂhon.mﬂ:ﬂ:eﬁumpan
Investment Bank adding an-

eroroent of Fioland donating
$5.7 million.

In the meantime, claims that
polluting factories will be grant-
ed another grace period to com-
ply with the law were mled cut
by State Minister for Environ-
mental Affairs Nadia Makram
Ebeid. “We cannot’ afford fur-

ther damage to the enviroument -

..aud‘thclnwwiﬂbema],y
plicd,” she said. =

Ebeid has been making sur-
prise toars of different factoges
10 examine the measures taken
by each to reduce pollutants.
“The industrial sector has, so
far, spent LE300 million to
adoptprupertachmquﬁ."she

Togtvethemasuvngwpush
in the right direction, factories
that are willing to reduce their
pollution rates may apply for a
grant as well as a soft loan to es-

iting system. Twenty per cent of
the government- 20
year loan can be written off as a
grant, and the rest will be repaid
at bankwminmmt rates. *“Par-
ticqnu' ts enjoy a two-year

auc’l‘oﬂ:eﬁmdsare
depos:tedanl:NauonalBank
of Egypt,” said Salah Dar-
ghouth, Middle East and North
Africa director of the World
Bank’s Raral Development,
Water and Environment De-

partment.

“This pilot project is an es-

sential move to take. It has be-
come clear, that the government
cammot handie such a huge task

as combating industrial pollu-
uonalone,”Arrfsmd.

dustrialists have shown greater
iterest then ever before in
shifting to green industry. “Tt
has become a commercial asset

.for any company to appear as
enviroumentalty-friendly,” said

Finnish Ambassador to Cairo
AapoPolho “Industrialists can
no longer afford to be described
as polluters. This can be very

with the factory’s location and
type of activity. “We are.con-

andria, Suez and Ismailia.
Heavy and extensively pol-

sponﬁblet'orthebulkof
uon 200 of which have al-
presented their
oomph:nceamonplan.
Promising as it may sound,
the EPAP will only help some
50 factories establish their en-
vironmental auditing system.

The total investment needed to

Th:sdoesnmwvaﬂnsmall,

ovens that exist in unknown
mmﬂ:ersanddontoomp!ymth

is category
dusties,” said Abdel-Galil.
“Yet, there is a major plan to
move all of them outside the

residential zones, but in some .

. such a8 El-
they were shut down

) forfaﬂ”mmmemhetbem-

“Dughou. cmpasnd_ o

will be readily
prowdedl.fmefactonesare
wilhngﬁomm“lfdnens

necessary
to get the task accomplished.”
Darghouth said.

Hotels take steps for sustainable tourism

In an attempt to see the hotel business
governed by sound environmental cri-
tena.d:emstnsofenmnmmml
2 oo wiich shms 8 cscabion
a w aims to
an environmental auditing system for
everyhmelmﬂlemlmu'y Hotels will
be able to acquire “green stars”, ruted
aocordmgtommrmapplymg
environmentally-sommd  management
The programme will be put

mtoamonmﬁleowmeofﬂ:ecommg'

lnodertoqmli:ljr hotels will have to
“The Green Earth Checklist,” is-

- ﬁbyﬁeTmandTmelOrgan

isation together with the United Na-

hstmcludeenﬂy waler, solid wastes,
efflusnts and emissions. These are the
main elements that the ecologically-
sound hotel has 1o deal with through re-

is the only way w0 cut down on costs,
save the environment and use our nat-

generating
ha:dcun‘encyinEgypt. said Adel Ab-
del-Aziz, head of the Egyptian Tourdst
Authority. In 1997, tounsm
$3.7 billion despite the sudden fali-off

%fmrthchxxoramck in November.
‘ourist development is sill moving in- .
exorably ahead.

“The numbers are increasing rapid-
ly,” Badran said. “These factors make
it esseatial to decide how soch es-
tablishments are being un.”

For its part, the private sector has re-

Havesion m Suocm B Sho tave 0.0

“Investors in Sharm

cstablished their own desalination sta- 1y day,” she said. only
Hilton started the initiative by buying  lem
bic metres, as well as a sewage treat-  a number of machines to - throagh

2 = sgid Semmi .
lal. Applying an antomatic tem- |'
pmunereg;ﬂamrtoswmhd:c

lmdmgmd:catorofag:wnho-
tel. Most hotels now have leaf-

Hotel As-

in recycling wasie was carried oot by
the Fayrouz ¥iton in Sharm Ei-
Sheikh :

“Sharm El-Sheikh has lately de-
velogﬂmmomofﬂ:eb:ggst
Red Sea coast,” said Nikki
Priestley, public relations manager
vironmental coordinator at the hotel.  their

community almost fore
Wmofmyclﬁlgagem cychnt.y

haodle the huge quantities of mineral  said

E%E
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Al-Ahram- A Diwan of contemporary life

“Al dawn on 19 August 1912, mha.b:tanm
of Cairo awoke io discover fliers posted
on walls along several streets and squares -
of the city, mcmng Egyptians to revolt . .

against the Egyptian and British govemn-

ments. The fliers also promised the three .-

hot-headed yonths recently convicted for

plomngmmsassme three of our na-

tion’s leaderslhﬂllhe'ywouldsuunbe
avenged in 2 manner that would ‘cansé

the corners of the world 1o shake”. The

police have coafiscated 15 ofth:sepos—

ters. one of which had been glned onmio

the door of the Qasr Al-Nj) m:lmuy bar-

mmcks Thegovernorof('.‘an'olibecun'enﬂy
ucting investigati o

of thess fliers.” gitlons I ongins

The thiree “hot-headed youths™ referred © i

10 in this Al-Akrom account were Imam
Waked, Mohammed Taher Al-Arabi and
Mohammed Abdel-Salam. Caly four

days previously they had been sentenced .
to 15 years® imprisonmem for conspiring -

toassassmalclheKhedweAbblsﬂ.the

British high commissionsr .'md the Egyp-,

tian prime minister.
Al-mu:rmnhadtakenrheocmonofme'
fliers w caotion i students
%mmgagngmsuchauslhmt\hv:ﬂd
]’bﬂﬂsfuﬂhﬂ‘l:-‘ilamnynwn na-
tion.” Not that sech fliers were withous
some justification. Three years of a gov-

ernment clamp-down on the narionalist - -
movement bad seen most nationalist -

leaders rowted and sentenced 10 1=rms of
exile, while police surveillance on the
Nationalist Party headqumm in. Egypt

forced their political activity ‘under-

ground. Acts of and revolu-

Al-Wardani, who, in J910, had been sen-
tenced 10 death for assassinating Prime
Minister Butros GhaH, inspired others to

emulate him, so that they, 1o, might go. -
down in history as maryrs for the ma-

tionalist cause.
On 26 Angust, police apprehended a

student named Ahmed Mukhtar who had

amrived in Alexandria- aboard o Russian
steamer coming from Istanbul. Al-Akram
reports, “Int the process of searching his
suitcases, customs officials discovered a
picure of His Royal Highness the Khe-
dive and another picture of the prime-
minister. When they asked Mukhtar why
he was carrying these picumes, be be-

came sospiciously flustered. The customs -

officials summoned the police. When

they completed their search of Mukhtar’s

- pors on this’

bc .
dlstovandamilnf 2
luﬂa_s mnn_g

o * vi-

2
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Egyptians :
olent tebellion in
the name of na-

and in

The Egyptian nationalist movement against British oc-
cupation and government repression took a new tum in
1912 with the appearance of leaflets all over Cairo and

major population centres. The phenomenon followed

- topal - in- ahout- ihree yeérs of govemment crackdowns on nationalist elements, in-

et o e cluding detention, exile and survelllance. The leaflets made their debut in
nationol mantyr, £ Cairo. At a later stage, they were signed by a group calling itself the “Black

~ Wardami.”

“To ciumter. e Hand Sociely”. But the fliers disappeared, and with them the society, as
wave . of pemph- SOON as a detained nationalist leader was freed after being cleared of

“leteering, - author

ifies’ took  three - -charges that he was behind the leafiet campaign. Pr Yunan Labib Rizk
courses of .action. tells the story from reports published by Al-Ahram

- the Al-Hilal Al-"Uthmani newspaper and

*.the home of Sheikh Abdel-Aziz Gawish,

g vllim:hTw they took Gaw;hmmt%gyuz:
y. Two representatives =

tian police who took part in the search
opefation were given custody of the
confiscated documents and escorted
Gawish on board 2 Romanian lioer de-

ic prosecutor in the
-Alexmchacumwhuehewillbeques—

gened on the charge of composmg the
Ahnmred

revolutionary pamphlets that
Moukhtar had attempred to smuggle into
Aléxgndria™

Snmnltaneously.tbepolneromdedup
individuals they suspected 10 be Ahmied
Mukhtar’s accomplices. Al-Ahram'’ thsat re-

ration suggest it
was - quite argipeu'ary Several people,
some of whom were owners of printing
presses, were amrested in Cairo and
Alexandna.Aﬂofﬂlemweremlmsed

- political

after a short
Thelhndooulseofamonwastomsue

political pamphlets. As Egypriins srud-
ying abroad were a primary sosrce of
leaflets, puthorities issued a de-
cmproh:bmngsmdcmsfmmcng:gmg
itical activity.
mdents in - meanwhile, were
wammed that the ibuton of revolu-
uonarylmﬂemwas“amma!oﬁ'emc
pnishable under Article 47 of the Penal
Code, which is the articie of law that
wﬁappllndmlhe:ummalpmmedmgsho
against the three conspirators who are
currently serving their sentences in Tora
- and El-Manshiya prisons.™
- In spite of these injunctions, leaflet fe-
ver appears 1o have taken hold of Egyp-
tian yomk and to have spread bevond
Cafro and Alexandria, On 28 Angust,
Al-Ahrant’'s corespoodent n Porr Said
reports, “Some hot-beaded youths have
distributed leaflets infended 10 sow dis-
sension and sectarian strife. The police
commissioner has 1,892 copies
of these leaflets which had been distrib-
uted in the streets and varjons slores,
énd forwarded them 1o the Ministry of
‘Interior. Police have amested these
youths and other individuals who have
kept their copies of the leaflets.™
On_ 6 Se'ptermber Al-Ahram’s cor-
mq:ondemm anta wrate, “At 3.30am.
today. police in Tanta discovered revolu-
tonary fliers posted on the walls of the
Gharbiya Directorate government build-
ing, the home of the directorate chief,
the Wagf (religions eadowments) burean
and other government buildings. The fli-
ers, bearing the headmg “Religious

War™ and signed b: “President of the
Black Hand Sociery”, are intended 10 in-
cueltbclhmmmengefordnemof
Sheikh Abdel-Azir Gawish. They assert
e S
&r party lac
__aham!m!hcpnnungnrdxsscmmm
of the fliers.™

Awmhorities in Tama roshed o wear
down the posters and insrigaze a wide
sweep of arrests. Al-Afram noted, “Au-
thorities at first thought that 1he people
respousible for the fliers were not ong-
inally from Tanta, bt now they are in-
‘clined 1o snspect tha they are members
of the Tama branch of the Nationalist
Party.” Based on this assumption, police
in Tanta rounded up and interrogated
several members of the Natonalis: Party
in Tata. In the course of investigations
they discovered thal preparations were
under way for a gathering in 2 public
lecture hall. Al-Ahram's Tanta cor-
respondent reports that the lecture hall
was [0 serve as a forum for “impas-
siéned speeches and to instigate popitar
dissension in order o secure the release
ofShclldiAbdelAzzGawrshfmmpns-
on." The reporier continues., “Having
leamned of these plans, a member of the
police force Tumed off the lights in the
lecture hall and cautioned its owner
against permining the meenng Af-
terward, practically everyone associated
with the Nationalist Party in Tanta was
brought in for questioning.”

Al-Mansura was the pext city 0 be
slrucL by flier fever. On 9 Sepiember
police discovered fliers affixed to the
walls of the directorate government
building, the home of the directorale
chief, the office of the poblic pros-

ecutor and other public buildings. Also
signed by the ~Black Hand Sociery™

they read. “Our fellow Egyptians, our
country is in dire straits and the nation
is ip an unbearable state of degradation.
Will you rise up 10 end the caune of
this calamitous humiliation? Your
brother, Sheikh Abde)-Aziz Gawish has
been arrested. See 10 i1 thar he is not
hamm Indeed. free him from his pris-

Sumlm' fliers were seized in Al
Mahalla Al-Kubr. Al-Ahram’s cor-
respondent was surprised that the fliers
had been affixed 10 many govermnment
buildings. including the police bureap.
“All of these buildings have semtinels
and guards. Where were the police a
the time these fliers were pasted up™

In spite of the noloriety the “Black
Hand Socierv” had mained. subsequent
evenis revealed that it did not have any

rots,

Once Gawish was wied and acquoited.
the society and its fliers disappeared.
Police never were able 10 apprehend any
of its members, and all chance of tracing
them faded with the cessation of the (Ii-
ers.

A large crowd tumed out in Alex-
andria on 7 Sepiember 1o waich the ar-
fivad of Gawish's ship. Al-Ahranr's cor-
respoadem in Alexandria was on hand.
The police who had accompanied Gaw-
ish from Istanbul descended. carrying
Gawish’s papers — wrapped and
stamped with a red wax seal. Afier in-
itial questioning, Gawish was taken (o
El-Khidr Prison pending the arrival of
the chief pablic prosecutor, Abdel-
Khaleq Tharwat,

Gawish’s arrival provided the chance
for the reporter 10 give the Egyptian
public some exura background oa the ac-
dvizies of the most prominent nationalist
feader after Mohammed Farid His
pewspapes, Al-Hilal Al-"Uthmani (The
Ontoman Crescent). was initially pub-
lished in Amabic. then in Arabic and
Turkish and finally in Turkish only. *He
has rented a huxurious villa in the im-
mediate vicinity of the Supreme Porte,”
condpues the reporier. He added that
the issue of Gawish's hand-over 1o the
Egyptian authorities had stirmed divi-
sions within the Torkish govemment. In
the end, however, the Turkish author-
ities had 10 comply with the Egyptian re-
quest, “as the currem political circum-

‘stances compel them 1o preserve the

friendly nelwions betwesn Turkey and
the British and Egyptiun governments.”
On IS Scptember, Abdet-Khaleg Thar-
wat began his interrogation of Gawish.
Despite the secrecy of the proceedings,
AlAbrum’s  Alexandnia correspondent
ltarned that Gawish had demied the
charpes againsl him. He also denied the
stuements of Ahmed Mukhtar, whom,
he said_ had been mistreated in order (o
force him w confess. Gawish stated his
loyaity o the khedive. arguing tha he
had prevenied a demonwuration that was
being organised by several students in
Istanbul in order 10 “irritate” the khedive
during his visil to Istanbul.

Furthermore, investigators could find
no incriminating evidence i Gawish™s
papers. Clearly, Al-Ahrum writes. “the
charges against Sheikh Gawish are
founded snlcly upon the admissions of
Ahmed Mukhtzr which are insufficien:
1o condemin Gawish in the absence of
corrobarative testimony or evidence.™

For over 40 days the authorities kept
Gawish in detention in the hope that cor-
roboralive evidence would tum up in Is-
tanbul. They also scoured all ships ar-
riving from Istanbul for any individuals
who might be able 10 provide testimeny
against Gawish.

On 18 Ocwober, Abdel-Khaleg Thar-
wat ordered the release of Gawish with-
ont band “due o the lack of evidence 1o
corroborate the charse of printing and
disseminaiing the fliers in question.™ Al
Ahram continues. “Sheikh Gawish
thunked the public prosecutor for his
vendict and. at 5.2G in the afiermoon, he
left the office of the public prosecutor a
free man.” .

Al-Alram, 100, 100k the occasion to
congratelate Gawish. adding that his re-
lease was “poncrele proof of the faimess
and integrity of the Egypiian justice sys-
lem.” Although Ahmed Mukhtar siill
bzd to face trial. Al-Ahram along with
the other newspapers, lost interest in the
case. The last the readers heard of it was
on I8 November when Al-Altram briefly
announced, “The day before yesterday,
Ahmed Mukhtar was semenced to ten

years in prison.”

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-Ahram His-
tory Studies Centre.

Foreign reserves in_c_rease E

THE MONTHLY publication of the Central Bank, which was issued
earfier this week, stated that Egypt's foreign reserves reached
$2034hiiun.anmmeover520.22billoaneoemberam '

$18.76 billion in January 1997.

Truslatsstgm:meﬁ:stgmmmmmmmhm' .

witnessed sinca September of last vear.
Cumency

January 1997,

fNUNEvﬁmﬂsendeavourstopopemm
the state's general policy, geared towards

promoting and encouraging intra-Arab ec-

onomic coopasation, the National Bank of

Egypt (NBE), has recently taken the fol-

lowing steps:
— Signing a $20 milfon Unconfimed

Credit Line Agreement with. the Arab
Trade Finance
agreerhem.NBEmlmanagebreﬁmme

Consul-general grves lectures

offeringsmg:medanamualgmwmdw.ﬂ pernert= .
in January, dovn from 12.93 per cent in Decosnber 1997. Tourism . -
likewise suffered a sfight fall, with 188 thousand tGusists In January =~ -
asopposedtoﬂ&hwsandnneeamberandaeommandm-_{

NBE: A ploneerl-nﬂg- role m”s-upl.iortlng intra-Arab development

Under this -

85percentofmeaeditdeemadnec-

- @ssary for the transactions concludad be-

tween Egupt and the Arab countries. The -
said programme has provided Egypt with
15 cradit Enes totalling $56.8 miflion.

It is worth remarking that the positive

- rola played by the programme in pro-

viding finance at concessionary terms,
enabled the Egyptian institutions to im-

port and export various cmnmodiues

Mmm'ﬂ_

from and to the Arab countries. More-
over, the programme’s Arab Trada In-
formafion Network is currently finked
with 11 terminals in 9 Arab counfries.

" This number is expecied 1o increase to

17 terminals in 11 Areb countries soon,
helping thus in spreading Arab trade in-
formation to a wider sector of Arab im-
poiters and exporters. .

—_— Partieupamg In iinanc:ng a Saudi-

capital giant touristic project, with $600
miflion investment cost, 50 as to suppost
and stimulate touristic activities as 2 pillar
of economic development.

The projact of “Golden Pyramids Pla-
za", the first-of its kind in Egypt in terms
of size and nature, is lkocated at the He-
liopolis-Nasr City crossing on 2 total area
of 115 square metres. The project will
eomprisaacomplexofimegratadmuriat.

Exports to Japan increase

S AMBASSADOR 10 Japan Nabil Fahmy said that Egyptian exports fo

investment, dwelling, tading, ad-
ministraive and rocreational activities. It
wilt 2lso comprise a five-star hotel, man-
aged by Holiday tnn Crown Plaza, be-
sides a three-star hotel and boarding
houses, managed by Holiday Inn. The
project will also include

distinguished villas as well as dwelling
and administrative tower blocks, not fo
mention & multi-siore trade and rec-

Japan increased by 120 par cent over the past year, a result of the
-3 long-standing cooperation between Egypt and the Japanese For-
. eign Investment Organisation, which provides support for Egyp! to
. participate in exhibitions held in Japan, and offers facilities for ex-
porters to store Egyptian goods in wharehouses and facilitate their
entry on the Japanose market.

The ambassador added that he will be organising a symposium in
Cairo in cooperation with the Exporters Federation, in order to ex-
plorlngmemeansbywmchEgvpnanwmpamescanentermismar-

reational centre a4 la Ancient Egyptian
style.

The above-mentioned efforls come in
tine with the Bank's policy geared towards
attracting Arab invesiments, achieving
Arab economic development and in-
tegration, and enhancing the Arab Free
Trade Zone so as 10 keep up with the
world frend oriented towards forming ma-
jnreconorm‘cgruupings

—Sing&ewmdmdeamm — Totel FOI inflow between — Peak duty rates lowered 10
— No import licences are re- 1991-Aprl, 1997 &xceedS 40 per cent in 1997, down from
quired. USS$7.20 bittion, 350 per cent in 1991.

— industrial plots and standard  — More than 80 per cem of the — Rubee fully convertible on
design factories are available !  investment is directed towards  curant account.

concessional rates. the core soctors of the econ- . Eacy repatriation of profits
Intellectual rights ard dividends.

omy.
Continuing reforms

— Import of capital goods at

a in a 5-day exhibition in Cairo

S -;'..- andithe eriive ooo

concessional duty rates.

— 5 year tax holiday for sevaral
infrastructure projects.

— Single window clearance
mechanisms 1o faciltale and
expedite the approval process
set up in several statas.

— Consumer goods being iber-
alised.

WITHIN the frame- phassonihem— tion by radio.
work of strength- creasad security o all Corporate sector
ening ties between ‘measures that the week, Money and Business o — There are over 300,000 reg-
Egypt and Incia with govemment has taken  fory 2 gfimpse of some of the  istered joint stock companies in
regards to economic - mordertoenswrethe  foatures that make India an India with 1,200 being in the
relations, Ms. Azza y safetyofvisiorsand  ideml counkty for foreign in-  govemment sscior.
Nassar, the consul- Tnvestors In Egypt. vestment. . | . =— The sales revenues of the
general of Egypt in g - Discussions revolvad  Capital market . cotporate sactor duting he pe-
Bombay, delivered mﬂm around Eqypt'sposi- — Thers are 23 stock ex- fiod” between 1994-1995&
a series of leclures - -.. tion canceming glo- changes in India trading in 1995-1-95';6 mﬂ
at Bombay Urtiversily, the barmwandmeabnityof scrips :‘em 8,000 wm_ﬂ- mm_m mf‘ 5873-5!)“7
World Council for Tourism, the Egyptian economy to op- Ingpa'm'mm m“ nd highest mbiliou. mcrease
ﬂ:eFlmaryAﬁouahonand eratemmemwwqﬂdec- — India hes the third lergest i — The gross profit of the car-
the Islamic University,on:. onomic order, throughi frade  veeior pase In the workd with  porate sector during the period
“Egypt Today". The lectures ~fiberalisation. She aiso gave  over 20 milion shareholders. between 1993-1994 and 1985-
discussed benefits gaingd by - lecturés on the status of — Trading oparaltions at the Na- 1996 increased from US$E6.14
Egypt in light of speedy de- - - Egyptian womsn and their tional Stock Exchange, India's billion o USS8.29 bilion re-
velopment and the economic role throughout history in langest, are screen based. sm!ngmaraeordmau:
relonnpmgramme.andme building sociely, and the — Foreign companies based in  copomta sector profits at

" . Fights which the Egyptian :’r:dhﬁrﬂ_eaiv"toramequﬂy per cent.

-_ ign. Insifutional In- Seven geographically - dis-
vasiors ¢can operate both in pri- Export  Processing
mary and secondary marksts Zonas (EPZ) with special facik
and also the debt market. iles and meentvas for in-
— A central depository system  vestors have been established.
has been set up. They provide a duty-free en-
Guidelines for .foreign. in- and basic infra-

.pernenthc.ltuptoTSpercem.It
is necessary that fomgn in-
vasunamshm come |n ong
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Rhetorically speaking

There are more rumours that an Arab summit could be held
in & few weeks to foromiate a joint effort w0 break the 14-
month-old deadlock in the Middle East peace process. Pal-
estinian President Yasser Arafat was the first to suggest a
summit a few months 2po. Other Arab leaders have ex-
pressed approval of the idea.

But what can an Arab symmit achieve now beyond the
point reached in Egypt in the summer of 19967 Very liule,
if anything, aside from the traditional vibrant rhetoric.

The 1996 summit resoiutions are, in the words of Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa, still valid and adequate today. The
pursuit of a peaceful settlement is still an imevocable Arab
strategic choice. The establishment of Arab relations with
Setining tble, Egypt an Jondan are e caly Acsb e
negotiating table. are y coun-
tries that have peace treaties with Iscsel. Apat from dip-
lomatic relations and very limited exchanges in a few other
fields, the peace between them is cool and stramed.

If the 1996 summit’s achievements cannot be improved
upon, there is no reason for a new gathering. If the pro-
ponents of a pew suromit think it would be a good meags of
putting some pressure on the United States to get
Isracl's arm, they are mistaken. The Arab friends of the
United States, notably Egypt, Sandi Arabia and Jordan, can
always act individually to do the job in private withoat the
embarrassment that a public summit coald canse.

Egypt seems lukewarm at the idea of a new summit. For-
eign Minister Moussa told reporters this week, “We do not
mle out an Arab sammit at a later stage, or even at an early
siage, bt the matter requires adequate preparation and con-
sensps.™

The consensus bit is problematic. An Iraqi cabinet min-
ister said last week that Iraq would like w atend the next
summit, It is very doubtful that Kuwait, and possibly other
Gaulf countries, would agree to Iraq’s participation. As long
as inter-Arab problems prevail, how can we hope to setde
other differences?
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Zion and the end of history

What do the golden arches and the Wailing Wall have in common? Abdel-Wahab El-
messiri looks beneath the surface to uncover the continuing power of an old Westem utopia

Our modem world confronts us as & series of tempt 1o deny history:

discrete, discomnected details and \
Neventheless, if we Jook at certain eveats in
contemporary history, we can sometimes -
cover an underlying paitern. For instance,
one might ask the following guestions:
What is the relation between the final soln-
tion to the Jewish question adopted by the
Nazis and the eternal capital of Israel: be-
tween cloning and colonralism; or between
Macdonald’s and wamsnational cofporations
on the one hand, and Zionism on the other?
Does this litle beap of fragments and
genseless icons have any meaning? Om the
surface there is nothiog buot mcoherence and
cmemifwemepr?admdigaﬁule
deeper, then an intelligible pattem may begin
o

emerge. .
The common clement underlying these
and i i

plexity, aod to deny man’s capacity to tran-
scend bis ooaterial reality. The Nazis’ final
solotion implies a negation of the complex
historic realijty of German society which con-
tained both Aryan Germans and Jews (as
well as other groups., such as gypsies or the
mentally and physically disabled). The Na-
zis. however, decided o “simphify” matters
and start afresh m a burcaucratically-
controlled world that would be subject to the
criteria of a “value-free” ratiopality. All
those supposed 1o be of no use were to be
eliminated so that the Third Reich would be-
come an awesomely sterilised entity — ex-
actly like the Third Temple (one of the nu-
merous names of the Zionist state) which is
supposed fo last till the end of bistory, with
its eternal capital in Jernsalem. '

Cloning is, likewise, a denial of history and
memory, thanks 1o which we can prodnce in
the laboratory simple,
copies of anyone we like, even of ourselves,
with an identical face and an identical sur-
face, but totally lacking in depth and dimen-
gions. Colonialism, too, is yet another at-

my history: it transforms the
whole world into simple marter (without any
value, identity or history) that can be wtilised
to serve the interests of whichever society
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nological Utopi —
'l'hepmblunaﬁcofdleend.ofhist&tfyisg;
teat in many philosophic systems, it
become a bal;ic theme iIn Western Civil-

isation since the Renaissance. We may say

that the ntopias of the Renaissance are them-
selves a manifestation of this theme. Most of
such as those of- Tommaso CampaneHa
(1568-1639), The City of the Sun, or of Sir
Francis Bacon (1561-1626), The New A:r-
lantis. Jn each case, definitive scientific solu-
tions, derived from nahme, put an epd to all
human problems and establish a paradise on

earth. -
" The rejection of history and tize manifests

olt;elfgname_mlexfashidn_inﬂnage
thoughe, taking as its point of departure the
belief that history is a homan activity, the

" fiuit of man’s reason and the repository of

his knowledge, tends at times to glorify and
venerate history. But the contrary is also
true, for the law of Reason is nothing but the
law of nature-matter. and the

mind does not derive fts norms from history,
civilisation or society, but from a rigorous
scientific smdy of the laws of nature-matter
themselves. .
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Water versus land [5]

In his final article on the problems of water shortage, Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the
dialectics of a situation in which water, rather than land, becomes the determining pofitical factor

Library to carry the newspaper, won wmy
battle a month age, and your esteemed
j is now to be found in its righeful

These are issuves of particular
importance for Egypt. With the
growing demand for the water of
the Nile, the riparian couniries
must settle their differences and,
evenmally, build up their solidar-
ity by working out mutnally bea-
eficial solutions to problems
which constitte latent sonrces
of fricion To that end, they
shoqldavoidlookip%ftoemmai
parties as a means of acquiring
umilateral advantage in what is a
potentially explosive sitmation.

i lopment
was to draw attention to the need

" for legislation to govern the con-

flicts that could emezge between
riparian couniries ing the
same source of potable warer.

By the same token, non-
riparian conntries should not be
considered direct parties when it
comes to problems between
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. any meamngful long-term impace.

All thar I've argued above can be easily
expression intellectval self-mdnlgence,
of opinion and libel. Sir, no such equation  the cockery of Harvand blz bla. It isn’t

Expression,
tected nnder the law, 13 sufficient proof.

water shortage, which will even-
toafly compel homan com-
rmanities t0 work more closely
together or face a common threat
1o their very ability to ensure sur-
vival More and more, the con-

pro-

cument sitoation, but such is the gist of &
Progress”, as you pot it, we mnst shi
offensive 1o

posifive achievements only. Un-
predictable negative side-effects
can’ also occur. The positive ef-
fects improve the human condi-

could prove to be decisive in de-
I the final outcome, and
not in relative terms. In-

puclear conflagration. Forhmate-
ly, it was not. But even in the
post-Colkd War world there will
always be a statistical possibility

that the human race will self-

tme. The only question is

whether it will occnr in a close
future, or in such a remote futare
as to be totally mmelevant. to the

ing potency of homan tech-
nology. Her reactions are a2 warn-
g that husans can no longer
afford to settle their conflict by
violent means if they want to
avoid an outcome where all the
parties involved are bound ta be
losers. )

hlm',-. -.

We czn say that the system undedying all
comprehensive secular ideologies (Nazism.
Marxism, Liberalism, Zionism) is what
might be termed “unilinear evolution™, that
is, the belief that there is a single scieatific
and natural evolutionary law to which all so-
cieties and buman phenomena conform.
Progress in reality is nothing but & cuo-
mulatve of materialistic ra-
tionalisstion, namely 2 reformation of humap
reality after the model of narure-matter, sc
that all the qualitative, complex, ambiguons
and mysterious elements are eliminated. Re-
ality i thereby turned into mere maiter that
can be utilised, and man’s goal is then to use

“both his fellow men and nature as efficiently

ooty oalies ot eyerydiing T pro-
ly ates until e ing is pro-
ﬁmﬂdandmnhxmlf‘ is coatrolled, both

within and without. : .
This escalation of rationalisation and its
application on a worldwide scale is what we
foday refer to, rather tamely, as global-
isation.

The writer is professor emeritus at Ain
Shams University.

Meeting EI-Mazni

By Naguib Mahfouz
]

But El-Mazni left us only
Katib and Ibrahim Al-Thani. Fre was also
a skilled translator. His fluent,
style made the reader feel that the book
was not translated — that it had originally
been written in Arabic. - - ¢ - o
‘When my novel Midag Alley was first
published i 1947, El-Mazni told a friend
of his that he wished to meet me. I went
to see¢ him. He lived in 2 modest honse
like the onc in which my family lived in
Farouk Street, Al-Geish Streer today. He
Teceived me in 2 room completely lined
- with books. He-encouraged me to con-
tione writing novels, and fold me that my
iting could be classified as realism, a

He cited the names of foreign writers
who had been taken to court for their
warks. 1 was amazed that a writer of his
stature coald show such inferest in a be-
ginner lilmmyse!f—i‘ilmhewmﬂdwant
to meet, and wam me agai

leeucourag:e against

Based on @ interview by Mohamed Sal-
mawy. o
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Close up

Salama A. Salama

Disturbers
of the peace

As the Irish peace agree-
ment was signed, US Pres-
ident Clinton expressed his
bope that the will for peace
would also prevail in the
Middle East. In the same
breath, he blamed the par-
lies 1o the Arab-lsraeli con-
flict and urged them 1o take
whatever difficult decisions
are e . :

The Irish problem is no
less complex or brutal than
the Arab-Tsraeli conflict. in
histofical, religious or pa-
tional terms. The hostility
and hatred that chorged
Catholic-Protestant e
lations for centuries is no
!ess pervasive than the an-
imosity which rages be-
tween Israclis and Arabs.
There is, therefore, good
cagse 10 wonder why US
mediation has been ef-
fective in the Irish case, yet
such a pitiful failure in the
Middle East.

From the start, the US
adopted an even-handed
and unbiased stance on-the
bloody conflict in Ireland.
This impartial attitade was
quite different from its
Middle East policy. The US
did oot provide Ireland with
the political, military or
strategic supponi it con-
linues o lavish on Israel.

No Irish soldiers with dunal | .

allegiance were di hed
toldllreland. but  US-Israeli
soldiers are still pouring
into Israel. Ireland was not
used as a means of granting
fevernge to one political
party in the US, while US
parties compete for the
Jewish vote by loudly back-
ing the Jewish lobby.
Although some 40 mil-
lion Iish Americans are
the descendants of Catholic
immigrants who fled pes-
secution at the hands of the

Protestants. the sympathies { .

of Irish Amercans have
not shaped US policy om
the Irish question. Some
US statesmen, however,
did not conceal their sym-
pathy for Irish Catholics
and the Republican mave-
ment which struggled for
independence from Britain.
Clinton, who affirms his
Irish . has never
used the Irish crisis to in-
troduce changes to US pol-.
jcy. In fact, he is the only |
US president 10 draw on
his perscnal influence to
persuade his friends in Brit-
aip 10 work out a com-
promise seiffement which
would accommodate the
demands of the Irish fe-
publicans. The US has con-
sistently avoided angering
British governments by any
manifestation  of support
for the IRA and Sinn Fein,
considered a  terrorist
movement by London, and
as such excluded from ne-
gotiations, uniil 1994, Any
US intervention has been
very cautions. '
Of course, the Irish agree-
ment will encounter nrany
hurdles. whether in the ref-
erendum or in the eventual
implementation phase. Pres-
ident (t:ulimon eons;g::s it
one of his personal achieve-
ments, capable of making
up for the phiful fiasco of
US policy in the Middle
East. In fact, the success is
due less to Climon's skili
and infloence than 1o the ab-
sence of a strong domestic
pressure up similar to
the Jewisl??obby. In addi-
tion, peither party in the
Irish a nt,  achieved
their full demands at the ex-
pense of the other , as
was the case in the Oslo Ac-
cord. Nor is there any in-
dication that either of the
two parties will be able to
rely on US backing in order
to alter or obstuct the im-
plementation of agreement,
as Israel does at present.
The threat posed by Is-
rael’s supporters in Con-
gress and outside it to Pres-
ident Clinton and the US
administration as a whole
prevepts the US from act-

ing as a genuine guaramtor (-

of the peace process. The
Jewish lobby has succeeded
in pospponing the US -
itiative to get the peace pro-
cess moving again. N;
tanyahu's supporters -
Cozgress have braced
(hemselves 10 maintain the
Status quo and are encour-
aging him to further violate
Israel’s commitments.
There are no grounds 10
compare ihe conditions
which cbaracterdse US pol-
icies in the Middle Hast
with the favourable condi-
tions which prevailed at the

Irish peace talks. The quest |

for peace in Ireland dxd not
involve the enemies of
peace: the Middle East is a
different maner altogether.
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| Seagbor |

When it comes 1o environmental proteviion and preserva- |
tion, § am never impressed and seldomn satisfied. It seems |
that since 1972, very litile has been done. Problems are
multiplying in size and scope. both nationally and inter-
nationally.

Mavbe there is nothing new about thae. What is new is |
that, examining the implément:tion of the Environment !
Law, specifically with respect 1o the proteciion of the Nile. |
I was pleasantly surprised. I was aimosi sure that this law |
would be just another picce of legislation. | was ap-)
prehensive that socie-political considerations would prevent |
a confrontation with the indwsiries polluting evervihing
around us. But of the 34 major eswablishments responsible
for 60 per cent of Nile pellution, 16 have implemented the
necessary measures, six have started and will have imple-
mented them by the end of Aprl. seven will deliver ot the
end of September. and only five have thus far done nething.

Today. the enviroament has a dedicated, efficient min-
ister. Serious efforts are being made o investipate factorics
by a specially trained team. Butl the minister needs a police
squad trained in =avironmentzl aws, like the Tourist Police
or Transport Police. 1 hope she wili not hesitate to {ine or
close down factories which have refused 10
comply with the Environment Law if she
sees this as necessary for the protection of
Egvpt's human and natural resources.

Possible social and labour vonsequences
cannot be ignored. but we musi also wake
the public’s health into consideration.
Finding a solution for problems like un-
crployment is the responsibility of the -
, state. not the Environment Ministry alone. .

Nile surprises

I This week™s Svapbox speaker is president Laila
 f the Nativaal Associatiem fur the Pre-
| tection of the Envirenment,

|

A burden greater than debt

It may be time for Egypt to phase out US assistance, writes Amin Hewedy: the price we are paying could be higher than it seems

The US government is secking to withdraw or reduce
the aid it grants 10 some commtries within the frame-
work of the Security Aid Programmes, 2 move which
has given rise to mtense and widespread debate. This
assistance, discussed annually in Congress, is orieated
towand the military sector, but is channeled mio other
fields as well. Economic aid, for instance, is distrib-
uted in the following manner: the foreign mifitary
sales. financing programme; the economic support
fund; the military assistance programyme; and peace-
keeping operations.
.The assistance the US offers Egypt and Israel is de-
bated every year in Congress, which has become what
observers describe as “an American arena ex-

many
- ploited by Israel”. Israel receives $3 billion annually

in aid, of which $1.8 billion are principally for ec-
onomic purposes. Egypt, however, with 2 population
of more then 60 million inhabitants, ie., at least 10

* times the Israeli population, receives a wotal of $2 bil-

lion in aid. Of this amonnt. $1.2 billion are allocated
for militiry purposes. The remaining $800 million are
used for economic development, of whick 40-60 per

risSedrch, |

-According to reliable estimates, the real volume of
aid granted to Israel is much more than that declared.
The Wall Street Journal reported that this assistance
exceeded $77 billion between 1967 and 1990. This is
to say thar Israel receives $6 billion apnually, not in-
cludmg the private chammeled to Israel by US
citizens, which'total approximately $2 billion in tax-

donations.

Israel is able to determine delivery dates of equip-
ment, for instance, from the outset of any coniract, as
well as the schedule for payments. By virtue of the li-
quidity it enjoys, Israel is able to pay only the {irst in-
stalment, using the rest of the sum allocaied for the ex-
ecuTE:nofﬂmprojecttolerinmnewgonn'aﬂsl.

is regular practice makes it or Israzl o re-
ceive the whole amount of aid inecﬁﬁach()nober;
with the start of the US new fiscal year, Israel receives
the wtal amount of aid money, then parchases US
weasury bills, which offer annnal profits in excess of
3100 million. :

On the other hand. loans (o Egypt are provided in the
shape of equipment, goods and services, which means

cent is spent on services provided by US companies in
gsedirch, information and the like. ’

that the greatest part of these loans reverts 1o the
American exporters. Goods are even ed W0
Egypt by US companjes — which, of course, do not
perform this service for free. Nor can Egypt allocate
this assistance as it sees fit. Disbursement is effected
under the supervision of the US Agency for Inter-
natienal Development (USAID). Furthennore, Egypt
tacks the capacity 10 make full vse of the assistance
allocated. Consequently, any portion of the loan cap-
ital which is not utilised daring the curren fiscal year
is brought forward 1o the next This practice is re-
ferred to as “maintaining aid in the pipetine™.

The US systematically waives the payment of loan
instalments by Israel. It can be safely assumed that. in
most cases, aid o Israel is furnished as a nom-
refundable gramt. Cerain sources set wotal US aid to
Israc] between 1948 and 1996 at around S80 billion.
This amount is equivalent 1o $450 billion in 1996
prices. The major part of this aid was non-refundable.
which is evidence of both the US’s unconditional
backing of Isrzel, and the extent of Israel’s de-
pendence on the US for it very existence. This sima-
tion has prompted the US comptoller-general to ask:
What dre the costs borne by the US Treasury as a re-
sult of this policy? How much longer will Israel con-
tinue to ask for more US aid and more concessions
before it can service its debts? Thesc issues, he noted,
will not be resolved until Israel has settled its prob-
fems with its neighbours. This, be estimated, is the
“pptimal solution for its security concems™. The US,
therefore, copsiders that the threat to Israel’s survival,
which has prompted Netanyahu to prioritise security
over peace, cannot be resolved through military build-
up, nor through economic policy. These problems can
only be resolved through confidence-building and
good neighboudy relations.

In the meantime, however. Israel is being provided
with yel another type of support When it purchases
nilhary equipment from the US, American {ims are
committed to bay Israeli goods or services in rewsmn.
This sort of bartering may be permitied under US law
for ordinary transactions. But it is strictly prohibited
in connection with the sale of military equipment. Ob-
viously. Israel is exempied from the application of
such prohibitions. On another level. the US imposes
strict limitations on technology ransfer — but does

not apply them 1o [srael.

Surprisingty, Isras] claims that the US owes it crednt
in that respect. It was Israel that supplied the US with
Soviet arms and weapons technology it had seized
doring its wars against the Amb countsies. It provided
the US with airplanes, tanks. guns and radar equip-
ment. The reason for the US's restrictons on the
transfer of technology, of course, is the elimination of
petential competitors. The US’s complacency when it
comes to Israel is hardly inconsequential, considering
that Israe] has begun 1o manufacture advanced equip-
ment domestically with US assistance. The Israelj
Mirkava t1ank is fined with a US-made 900-
horsepower Teledyne Continental engine. The fu-
selage of the French Mirage-5 airplance. the design of
which was stolen by Israeli intelligence from a Swiss
engineer employed by Dassault in Switzerland, is
equipped with the J-79 engine used on the American
Phantom-4 fighter airplane. Similarly, the engine fit-
ted in Israeli Lavi fighters is the US-desigued Prant
and Whimey P. 1120. The Grumman Co., an Amer-
ican company. provides Ismel with specific in-
formation regarding the construction of the fighter's
tail, while Bendix and Goodrich manufacture the
wheels and brake units.

These examples do not sum up the whole situation.
Some statistics claim that 36 per cent of Israeli ex-
poris are originally American. If sirict regulaiions had
been imposed on Israel for exporting US technology
10 2 third country, Israeli exports would have suffered
very severely.

The US provides further indirect suppon in markets
tn which it cannoi be directly involved. The US re-
soris 1o Israel to provide assistance by proxy. Such
markets include the dictatorships of South Amernica,
South Africa under apartheid, or regimes with which
the US cannot trade directly for fear of damaging re-
lations with more important countries. as in the cases
of Taiwan, China and [ran. :

In its 1983 report, under an item including “aid in
specific cases”, the US General Accounting Office
(GAQ) swated that Israel. afier signing the peace
agreement with Ezypt in 1979 under US pawonage.
had obtained the following: the construction of wo
airporis at Nagab by the US Engineering Corps, from
which two squadron fighters cao operate during mil-

ilary operations; infrastrucure such as naval bases and
military bases: infoermation facilities and early waming
systems (o compensale its losses during withdrawal
from Sinai; military equipment 10 modemise its armed
forces: military institutes. training centres und bar-
racks, administrative buildings; all the equipment and
machinery wsed by the US engineers: the construction
of wo store-houses at each of the air force unpits al
Nagqab, fully equipped with spare parts,

The foregoing represents only a fraction of the vari-
ous items listed in the GAO report. In his address to
the US Congress afier he became prime minister, how-
ever, Netanyahu received a standing ovation when be
expressed his government’s desire to dispense with
US aid in the future. The Israclis seek to transfer 50
per cent of economic assistance to the military sector.
then reduce it by five per cent annually, starting with
the 2000 budgeL. to be approved in 1999, This means
US economic aid to Lsracl will be slashed in the com-
ing decade. This also implies that military assistance
will almost double, to $2.45 billion. Other benefits.
which cannot be assessed fully, not even by the US
government itself, will remain intact. This is clearly
another of Lthe gimmicks that the Isracli prime minister
promoles as a “peace initiative”.

It is also obvious that Netanyahu's message to the
US Congress was aimed al Cairo. US aid ro Egypt is
maost certainly on the agenda al meetings where stra-
tegic relations berween the two couniries are discussed.

US aid 1 Egypt cannot be canceled in toi0
present. But a proposal 1o phase out aid gradually may
be agreed upon. Some Egyptians might feel enraged
and demand that US assistance cease immediately.
Others. more pragmatic, may argue against this option
— poviding that we refuse (o submit to aid-linked
pressure. 1 subscribe to the latter view, not only be-
cause | believe thar the US aid programme is financed
with Arab capital — a small portion of which was pro-
cured by the US through legitimate means, while most
wus oblained through manipulation — but because 1
am convinced that this political game is not for hot-
heads. There is na place for tension at a gathering of
calculaiing minds.

The writer is former minisicr of defence and chicf of
General Intelligence.

Wrestling for détente

- Eqbal Ahmad on good-will gestures, corporate pressures, and how to pin an adversary
. |

Wrestlers hive played a unique role in US-Iranian re-
lations. In 1953, when the ClA was isinp the
overthrow of the constitutional governmemi of Dr
Mohamed Mossadeq, it turned to wrestlers and such
tonghs of Teheran society as the “chaqu-kash™ — lit-
erally, knife-wielders. They led the crowds that wel-
comed General Zahedi’s putsch and provided the
American medii the excuse to describe the CIA-
engineered coup d’&tat as a popular event. Recently,
however, there was an ironic reversal of the wres-
tlers® role: in the US as in fran, they served as an in-
strument in starting an Iranian-American glasnost
Wrestlers had never been entertained in the Whitke
House — until last March, that is, when Bill Clinton

. invited five of them into the Oval Office. The five

Arizona wrestlers had participated last February in
Tehran's Takhii teurnaznent, the first American
athletes o co in Iran since the esiahlishment of
the Istamic Repubfic in 1979. Mike McCuny, the
White House" explained Clinton’s ob-
jective thus: “f would be accurate to say that he is
drawing attention fo an exchange... that has some-
thing to say abont the prospect and hope for maore
beneficial relations between peoples.” Friendly words
were also uttered by 20 unlikely man in an unlikely
place. On 10 March. Martin Indyk. an assistant sec-
retary of state, testified before the Congress on the
virtuss not only of fran’s President Mohamed Kha-
tami but also of Telran's attempts to check the smug-
gling of Iraqi oil, a “concrete act on the of Iran
which is designed to enforce the Secunty Couneil
resohnions against Iraq” Indyk also ciled, as ev-
idence of Iran's changing attinde, Khatami’s dis-

of terrorism agamnst civilians in Isrzel and
Algeria, Tehran's “reaching out™ to his Gulf neigh-
bours, and a change in its “approach 10 Yasser Ar-
afat” ' '

Two facts are noteworthy about his westimony. Oune,
Martin Indyk, whe is routinely idemified in the
American media as a “Middle East expert”, is not
that at all; be is in fact a Zionist immigrant from Aus-
stralia, parachuted first into the White House, then the
State - Department by - “Washington’s  powerful
pro-Israeli lobby. Two, what he cites 35 evidence of
change in [ranjan aritede is not new. The discernible
change is in Washington's proclivity to pick up pos-
itive signals from Teheran. Since early March. it bas

e

exhibited unusually sensttive aniennas. The US me-
dia bas reflected the official mood with relatively fa-
vourable reporting on Iran, including the good treat-
ment there of Jews and reports of thiving
synagogues in Teheran.

Since 1991, Iran has been going through a quiet
thermidor, which inclnded enhancement in civil lib-
erties and culhural freedoms, expansion and deepening
of secular and scientific education, and gradua! liber-
alisation of the economy. Neither American officials
por the media evinced much interest m it Khatami's
landslide victory last May was undoabtedly a land-
mark for its rebuff of Iran’s conservative radicals, aed
for the assertion it represented of the electoral will of
women and young voters. Yet Presidem Khatami rep-
resented continuity, not change from the policy rends
established by his predecessor, Hashemi Rafsanjani.
Kharami is more contemporary than Rafsanjani in that
he belongs to a younger generadon of clerical iné
tellecmals who were exposed 1o the philosophical an
political debates of the 1960s and 19%5%2 sensitiv-
ities, knowledge of the world, comprehension of the
West, and awareness of Iran's contemporary
are different from those of his predecessors.

Mohamed Khatarni opened a new phase in Iranian
diplomacy when he agreed Jast January to be inter-
viewed on CNN by Christiane Amanpour, directly
addressed the American public on the need for more
contacts and better understanding between them and
the Iranian people and, at the sk of sparking con-
troversy at home, expressed “regrer” at the hostage
crisis of 1979. It was a gesture that worked with the
audience he addressed. But Washington remained
cool. Clinton retorted that the need was for an of-
ficial dialogue, and repeated stock American posi-
tions that such dialogue must address Iran’s support
of terrorism, its violent opposidon 1o the Arab-
Israeli peace process, ond its quest for weapoans of
mass desmuction. Madeleine Albright, the US sec-

of state, was even more strident when she (old

" UUSA Today that she did not envisage herself visiting

Iran “in the near futurc. or medium or distant fu-
ture™ Tt was not until his Eid Al-Fir message.
broadcast on the Voice of America. that Clinton
even hinted that differences between the two coun-
tries were “aot insurmountable™, The first signs of
an American thaw occwrred in March when the

wrestlers were invited to the White House and Mar-
tin Indyk was senl 10 sofien the pro-1srael Congress-

men.

Since then there has becn 2 rapid exchange of
good will gestures between the US and Iran. Tehrin
has been host 10 American scholars including Geof-
frey Kemp, who se¢rved on the advisory staff of Ro-
nald Reagan. In wm. Washington's Georgetown
hosted Iranian scholars. Unconfirmed reports have

in the American press of limited US-
Iranian naval cooperation to prevent Iraq's export of
oil in violation of the UN-imposed embargo: the
State Department has advised Congress agamnst fi-
nancing a Radio Free fran.

In a good-will gesture. Clinton issued a con-
gratolatory message for Nawruz and ordered the
gradual release of SI12 billion of lranian asseis.
which the US govemnment had kepr frozen since
1979 in punishment for the 532 hosiages Iranian rad-
icals had held for 444 davs. However, Iran may not
be able o recover much of these assets since they
will be distributed as “tax credit™ 10 an eslimated
three million Iranians residing in the United States.
Typically, the New York Times editorially described
it as an “ultimate good-will cesture™.

Such hyperbole noiwithstanding. there is ligle
doubt that Washington has embarked on a policy of
reversing its soured relations with Iran. Its objectives
are economic and strategic.

To begin with. Amsncan corporations have been
chafing over their sovernmenti's prohibition against
doing business with Iran. Their frustrations aug-
mented when European firms began openly to defy
the American embargo 1o find lucrative contracts in
Iran. Thus despite bectc American pressures on
France’s government. its energy conglomerate Total
SA signed a 52 billion contract for oil and gas de-
velopment in fran. At a petroleum-related confer-
ence in Dubai last month, Rosemary Hollis, head of
the Middle East programme of the Royal Institute of
International Affairs. told delegates that “the cla-
movwr from US companies resentful at losing op-
portunities to foreign competitors is rising.” As if to
whet the appetite of the losers in the “batle of con-
taas’, § M Mohaddes, the director of exploration a1
the National Iraniarn Oil Company. announced plans
10 engage foreign firms in on-shore and off-shore

explorations of an estimawed 20-30 billion barrels of
oil. Heads of American energy cunglomeraies présent
al the conference — among them Mark Agee of the
Syntroleum Corporation and Archie Dunham of Co-
noco — spoke oul in favour of lifting the sanctions
against Iran. In a country where the state is linked by
myriad ties 1o capital, corporale pressures are a pow-
erful determinant of policy.

The timing of the wrestling diplomacy suggests a
convergence of economic and stralegic American inter-
esl in improving relations with Iran. The climax of
American power in the Middle East was reached with
the Gulf War in 1991. Lronically, since the signing of
the Oslo Accord. and largely as a resuli of Israel’s sys-
iematic violation of it in Jetter and spirit. Washington™s
influence among the Arabs has been declining. Iraq’s
President Saddam Hussein sensed the seli-inflicied di-
Jemmas of American power in the Middle Eust and ex-
ploited it this ime with o modicum of intellipence and
diplomatc flexibility. The latest debacle of American
power in the Middle East exposed the policy of “dual
containment™ 10 be a failure. American weaknesses
and Arab fnustrations were amply enough manifested
for the United Siales 10 seek another balancing mech-
anism in the Middie East to supplement Egypt and Sau-
di Arabia. This option was forcefully advocaied earlier
by influential members of the foreign policy establish-
ment such as Zhigniew Brzezinski and Brent Scow-
crafi. Natonal Security Advisers respectively in the
Carter and Reagan administrations.

Hence, after the Iatest crisis in the Gulf, during
which the United Siates found itsell vinually isolated
from s Arab and Evropean allies, the démarche w-
wards Iran was in order. Keen to break ow of is
years, of isolation, Iran was ready 1o respond.

The path 1o normal relations between Iran and the
US remains, nevertheless, strewn with obstacles. In
the US, the powerful Zionist lobby does not quiie fa-
vour it 2y the [sracli cstablishment is divided over
the issue. Is influence is considerable — in Con-
gress, the State Department. the media, and the White
House itsell. In Tehran oo, radical conservatives con-
tinue to oppose the liberalising policies of Mohamed
Khatami, who does not firmily hold the reins of the
Iranian stare. It is possible thal they wield enough
power to obstruct the resumption of friendly US-
Iranian relations.
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‘Who lost the orchestra? |—. -~

David Blake F " David "":::'"“' Med- FILUS gﬁ%&m

frears how
pianos can't do
everything
I

- 0 2
s £

Joquog jueks :ojoyd

" Seng recital; Mona Rafla, sopremo,
. David Hales, piano, and the Walid

El-Hamamsy trio; Small Hall, Cairo
Opera House; 11 April

. If you've got 1o have the Berlin Phil-

harmonic, then you've got to have it

" If you are doing Richard Strauss’s

. Four Last Songs, you need it, whoev-.

er the soprano may be who sings

_ them. But vou cannot do these four

songs in concert with the piano. Na-
ture is against it
Last night Mona Rafla attempted

: jJust this~She sang Strauss’s Songs,
. almost his last compositions, the final

Titianesque flourishes of his divinity
as an armist, with David Hales ar the
piano to accompany her. Hales is

. 2ood, but this is not pianc music any-

more than the first act of Tristan is.
To sing such things with the piano
turns the hall into a rehearsal room.

~ And that is what we had of the Four

Last Songs — without 2ven a lost or-
chestra.

The result was hard on Rafla. The
sound was a rattle on the keys. a
poor frame for a wvoice of her cal-
ibre. She is now no tweety bird or
brave linle thing with a promising
voice. She is opening out into a true
Iyrica-spinta, and her repertoire
cauld be extensive. So she is entire-
ly within her rights to attempt the

" Strauss Songs, perilous though they

be. Her voice is not really a lieder
one; she belongs to opera, This is
evident when the music demands a
surge of tone. For most singers this
is o problem. For Rafla, no problem
at all, The voice takes on power and
colour as demanded. Such voices as
bers used to be called French, mean-
ing powerful under pressure, bright
and direct. with presence. She is a

Books

natural singer, gives out confidence
and is happy to be on stage. Her
manner for concerts is relaxed and
full of style.

All sopranos think they mnust try the
Four Last Songs — the young and
voiceless, the old and toneless, voix
blanche, voix d'or, worn out or mere-
ly weary. The Four Last Songs are
Soprano with a capital S. When ap-
eratic people talk about Strauss, they
talk about sopranos. He worshipped
them as a species, even mamying
one, a viperish harridan who spread
terror through the operaric world with
her tongue. The Four Songs were
really last songs. and elosive. They
wially elude merely lovely voices op=
less directed.by extreme musicality.

The hushed miracles of fading tone .

in them can be funereal if they do not
soar aloft.

The Songs were unique in their first
presentation, 2 historic world pre-
miere in London’s Albert Hall during
the darkest days of the peace which
followed thie world war — the end of
the frozen 40s. They were dedicated
to and on this occasion sung by the
greatest voice of the 20th centary,

ags|

by Wilhelm Furtwangier. The songs
immediately soared mto Elysium, a
challenge to al! those whe came near,
them, like a marvelous Himalaya be-
yond human dimensions. Rafla and
ber piano did their best, but it was
like wying to move the looming
mountain with a teaspoor

Each of the songs has a word head-
ing: Spring, September, Time t
Sleep, then Dusk. They show states
of being and they bave specific col-
ours — green, old gold and brown —
as the years deepen and fade. Then
the episode of the Four Last Songs

takes off in reverse: instead of float-
ing up, it slides ever down and
through — intimations of the great
release all Imman beings drift into.
The chords of the music seitle into
dusk, that time - jnro which even the
gods move. There is so much done
with so lithe — Titian again. A del-

DEver rests or repeats.

Then the last tones, chords gentdy,
irrevocably indifferent to their effect.
Indifference amid the oldest fable
kmown 1o all of us on carth — death
— closes over, obliterating all an-

swers. Two larks high in the sky sing- :

alone above the amethyst murk.
Woodwinds and homs, Strauss’s fa-
What we had was the trilling on a
nursery piano. In spiie of everything,
Rafla did well and managed the loog
melisma ending on low tones with el-

oquence.
hmm_ﬁﬁhgmo}smoﬁnn
appens wi type of evening.
with [talian 18th century voice warm-
ers. These are bar work for the singer
to limber up on. They are all very
much alike these songs: bright,
cheery, with hints of lost lovers, and
sentimental conclusions.

The Pergolesi Si i m’aimes was
done perfectly by piano and singer
and Lotti's Pur dicest, once- a
showpiece for 19th century divas to
display their trills, was embroidery.
This part of the concert ended with
selections from Scarlatti's Arienna,
a noble work for which Mona Rafla
used her dark hues and gave dem-
onstration of her changing status as
a singer. There was much forthright

declamation. )
For this part of the concert the pi-
ano had been assisted by the El-

Hamamsy tdo: Walid El-Hamamsy.

violin, Mustafa Abdel-Aziz, violin,
and Hassan Moataz, cello. These
players lent variety to the Italian
songs, but did not perform in the
second half.

The concert was founded on a very
old fashioned model, but was ap-
dated by the dimensions of the sec-
ond half Late Stranss does not mix
with anything. Its perfume is so sub-
tle, all powerful and suggestive of
an era — riven, shadowy, cruel, in-
sane. The ravaging minotaur was
loosed on society wearing Lanvin
clothes, and blood spatiered-were the
walls of middle Europe's palaces
and castles. As Strauss had spun his
last web of enchantment, had he
ever thought of what was going on
beneath the tapestry — the last rites
of the nnicorn?

Dark thoughts do not belong to
Ravel's Sheherazade which ended the
evening. It was written before the
black hole of 1939. It is replete with
needed here because, unlike Strauss,
Ravel loved the piano. So his ex-
pertise came usefully to set a seal on
Mona Rafla’s concert. She was more
at home with this music. Though
there was no orchestra, its absence
had less serious effects on the Ravel
‘than on the Strauss. La flute en-
chantée could have done with more
colour, though the voice shone in the
meagre sound pattern. :

Best was L'indifferen;. A shiny
flourish did the trick. The andience
left the hall, the concert was over.
Things might have been worse. We
were in 1931, oot 1939.

Back issues

breathe again

Al-Katib Al-Masri (The Egyplian Wiiter), vol |, ed
Taha Hussein. Cairo: Al-Kitaba Al-Ukhra, 1998

Ik was in the wake of the Sec-
ond World War and the re-
drawn map of the Middle
East that Al-Katib Al-Masri
magazine came into being,
edited by no less than Tl:hga
Hussein. Tts first issue was
pablished in October 1945.
The magazine continued un-
il 1948, during which three
years it left an indelible im-
print not only on Egyptian
b also on Arab culture in
general. Most recently, Al-
Kitaba Al-Ukhra ha}; re-
printed the first volume of
the magazine, containing the
first four issues of Al-Katib
Al-Masr:.

The editorial of the first is=
sue, under glc title “Pro-
gramme", rmly places
Egypt in a Mediterranean
context, arguing that Egypt’s
history and its geographical
position places it in the posi-
ton of “a mediator between
East and West in maners cul-
twral, political and econom-
ic... This magazinc is but one
of Egypt's instruments for
achieving this task and meet-
ing this grave duty.”

Taha Hussein  belongs
among a group of Egyptian
intellecmalslmwllin saw
Egypt's cu identty as

of the Meditcrranean,
rather than the Arab world. It

is not that the Arab dimen-
sion is overlooked — the ed-
itorial asserts, further down,
that the magazine will pro-
vide a bridge between the
Arab peoples and the peoples
and nations of the West; but
then the Arab orientation
for the editorial poli
As for itori icy,
this too was defined by
Egypt's perceived role as cul-
wral mediator. Hussein ex-
plains that Arabic literture in
all its eras and manifestations
would be given scope and
nurrured on the pages of the
magazine, just as Westemn lir-
eratures, both classieal and
modem, would be presented
bere to the Arab reader. He
also pledges the magazine's
commitment 10 Ewmg “thase
young writers who are testing
themselves and wying to par-
ticipate in lueracy pro-
duction™ space on its pages. It
was, then, 8 clearcui, am-

bitious but also practicable

mehe mngi;zine's ise
the ﬁmtissnemoﬂlerilsmd-
ers the first, exclusive Arabic
transluion from texts by Eu-
ropean and American writers
was indeed fulfilled — as
with Jean-Paul Sarre. Other
Western writers included HG

Wells and Andre Gide, An- Wiriter's

e iy e =

Taha Hussein

story, the val- Hussein Fawzi, Louis Awad,

which Salama Moussa, Yehiz Hag-

oe
was LE 100, qi and Mohamed Mahdi Ei-
in Gawahri

The topics tackled in the ar-
sto-  ticles also testify to the broad
being understanding of culture as
the defined by the magazipe.
As Mohamed Awad Mohamed
sub- discussed the new balance of

missions for power after the Second

award: World War, Salama Moussa

“the writer is  wrote about Geoxge Wash-

to ington and Amenican de-

choose = his - mocracy, Louis Awad of-

fered a critique of T S Eliot,

matter,  with=- - Mobamed Mahmoud Ghali
out any con= discussed the atomic bomb,
straints  of - among so mamy other sub-

place, jects. Another service offered
- -in Al-Katib- Al-Masri for the
first time, later 1o be copied
by other cultural magazines,

through the was the large review section
table of con- which covered Arab and
teats of the world lterature, Western and
first four is- Arab magazines, aod s0 on.

shows  The bheadquarters of this
landmark ine ware 5

cs- dan was 100 piastres; all oth-

tablished @ er countries, 120 piaseres.
the time and- ‘The reprint is a Ettle more.

other promise made in the s become famous later. - .Reviewed by
first issuc was “The Egyptian  These included Tewfik El- Mahmoud
for the short-  Hakim, Soheir Ei-Qalamawi, EF-Wardani

sceiption for Egypt and Su-

Happy Birthday

ﬁ‘:nmﬁrmus)sm

16 April,
Mama,

> Les Ballets de Monte Carlo

Tammnia Wa Arbe'ln Sas Fi
m}?ﬁldh& Downiowna
Tel 575 5053, Da'::.l'y 1pm, 3.30pm.

6.30pnt, Spm & 10pm.

Odeon IO, 4 Dr Abxel-Hamid
Said 5t, Dewntown. Tel 575 8797.
Daily 10.30am, 230pm. 3. 30pm
& 8.30pm.

Immaflin

Back and Forsh) .
Odeon IT, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid Said
St. Downtown. Tel 575 8797. Dai-
ly 10.30am, 230pm. 5.30pm &
830pm. -

Renesis Hilton I, Corniche AI-Nil
St Tel 57437436. iy I&M&
1.30pm, 3.30pm,

9.30pm. MGM Al-Nasr
Sq. Maadi Tel 352 3066. Daily
10_30am, Ipm, Gpmn & 9pm.
DANCE

L

Main Ball, Opera House. Gezira.
Tel 339 8144. Until 17 April, Spm.
Performing Romeo and Juliet.
HMusIic

] _

Egyptian Chamber Orchestra
Smeall Hall. ra House, Gezira.

Tel 339 8144 20 April, Epm.
i Charles _Uzor

houriya
16&17 April, 7pm.
Khalil and co play jazz.
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RUC Nighrm Motomond 3 T
- 357 6373. Daily exc Fri, Sam-
9pm. Unsil 30 April
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Before outlining these pragmatic oles of phi- ',
losophy, let me mention one reservnﬁunphiln

advance. There always- remaing.a tension be-- )

tween social roles atributed o philosophy < . ...

ﬁ'on_:omslds;'ononehnud.'audthepar- :
ceprions from inside the philosophers’ own °
mmwﬁo;h?mﬂ.mmuﬁﬁngﬁew

e in- i ical thought — be it = =
onlg:thu:viewusnti;.f::ml'g?\rm“m’_funuiedlffuse'be . :

background of the hfe-world — resists any . -

form of functional specification. Indeed, phi- -7 g
losophy cannot completely immerse jiself in .
one of iis social roles; #t can oaly folfill one
Dflheotherspecialisedmleby;imm -
ously transcending ir. Were philosophy to cor-
respond fully with oneof those sharply de-

a kind of untamed thinking that is oei .
channeled. nor fixed by method. s neier

The pragmaic roes piayed by pilosopty. ~_In the second and final instaiment of his

and I now wish 1o cutline them, resul

?mif‘ilclﬁdcmanding of modem somcn; :.__" JecturE,dehvered recently in Calm, L
reading, cultire. sociery aa poceniy e - Jirgen Harbermas sketches the

life world, provide us with points of reference

well as the private and poblic sphenes of the :potgnﬂa}ro_le ofphﬂosophy as me L

in conmternporary societies.

The differentimion of the sciences from
modern law, morality and an has A
philosophy™s bverall position in the whole. of modern
culture. Almost until the i7th cenmry, the special-
isation of knowledge ook the form of differentiation
within the frame of philosophiy, as the encompassing
science. Even then philosophy continued to claim that
at least the “foundations™ of knowledge remain its
province. After Kant and Hegel, however, philosophy,
as the discipline providing Onal ustfications for any
cognition, resigned step by step and remeated to the
pommodstmleofamemyofscieneeﬂmpmvids
Jjustifications afier the fact. From now on, phifesophy
is only able to react 1o the itidependent developments
of sciences that have become antonomouns. It nev-
ertheless retained the instinytonal position within ac-
ademia, in other words, the sciences and huo-
manitics. not only oot of habii bm for systematic

ver since . y cOD-
cepwal analysis by means of anamnestic procedures.
Thus. today it still tries to reconstruct pre-theoretical
knowledge of common sense in drder 1o eluacidate the
rational infrastructure of cogmiton,: .and ae-

for the functions which philosophy can falfi ;.- C@NtUry closes: -

tion. Stripped of fondamentalist claims, it enters into

cooperation with other sciefices. Frequently, “phi-
losophy serves only to keep 'a space open for empir-
ical theories with strongly universalist approaches.
Like the sciences, philosophy continues to focus on
questions of truth, but unfike them it upholds an in-

trinsic link 10 law, morality. and art. It investigates .

normative and evalvative issties from the internal per-
spective of those domains themselves. By taking the
logic of questions of justice and, or, of taste seronsly,
by recognising the structore of moral feclings and aes-
thetic experiences, it preserves the unigue ability to
switch from the one discourse to the otber, and to
translate from the one expert’s langpage into another.
What we see here is that cirious polyglot trait of phi-
losophy, which enables it to preserve o certain umity.

for all the by now’ disparate elements of reason, with-.

out at the same time smoothing over (e different as-

pects of yalidity — the troth of assertipns, the le-_

gitimacy of moral or legal norms_andl the convineing
appeal of a work of an Philosophy manages-to- up-
hold this formal unity of a ploralised reason, not-by
vinue of some notion of the whole of beings. or by
scme concept of the unjversal good. for example, but
thanks 1o its hermenevtdc ¥
boundaries berween langnages and discourses, while
at the same time remaining sensifive to holistic con-
texts in their back However, it never does phi-
losophy good to abandon its co-operation with the sci-
ences and to insist stubbornly on occupying a separate
field and a method of fts own, that is 2 sphere over
and beyond the sciemces, be it “‘philosophical faith”™,
be it “life”. be it “existential freedom™, or “oyth™, or
“being™, as it unfolds in a metabistodcal dimension of
“evenis™. Without the interface (0 science and without
working on the problems it itself generates as a spe-
cialised discipline, philosophy would lose those in-
sights of its own, which it needs, in order o fulfil jts
exoteric roles. ) . .
Before I go on to say something on how this place
of philosophy within modern culture bears on the in-

fined fonctions based on a clear division of _.: B % - - ]
labour. then it would be Tobbed of its best, its -, I . ' :
anarchistic heritage, namely of ihe-strength of ©.- reVI S‘l e .

ability .10 transgress the .

"teresting role of the public intelleciual, allow me to

address briefly the role of the scientific expert and the-

role of a therapeutic agem offering access 10 4 “mean-
ingfal life”. Philosophy obvioasly has no exclusive
claira to ejther of these roles. Phil must com-
pete with other imellectuals and other types of knowl-
edge that originate elsewhere.

‘The functional systems of modem societies depend
on specialised knowledge, which they source, among
other things, from expens._nm w0 their pro-
fessional knowledge, experts are expected 1o provide
advice on issues which are presented 1o them from the
perspective of users wishing o apply such in-
-formation. Applied knowledge, as it is generated by
the relevant nararal and social sciences, is primarly
suited a3 a source of information on such “technical™
questions. For such parposes, philosophical knowl-
ed%:isingeqe::alasmmlydemandedaimigiﬁwﬁcal
or hermenentic interpretations provided by woan-
jties. Yet philosophers are at least consulted on some
issues, on ‘questions of methodology in the critical
evalisation of competing expert”s opinions, and, above
all, on normative gquestions relating to ecology, med-
icine. or genmetic engincering and generally, to the
tisks of usmg new technologies. In rare instances, is-
touching cn the sthical self-anderstanding of the
political community are involved-— for example, in
pariismentary discassions of the criminal character of
an overthrown political regime, or in questions of the
" best strategies for coping with an unmasterable past

{tria] and punishment vs forgiving and forgeuting). If
we think of the example of the meanwhile quite wide-
spread and well-established ethics commissions which
address questions of medical ethics, some of us might
feel somewhat mtaled. Acting as expents. phi-
“Tosophers will not have to engage in self-dental if, and
- only #f, 1u response 1o the Instruraentalisation of their
.knowledge, they are able 10 nurture a ready awareness
of the Iimits of such expertise. .
--- By contrast, philosophy seems to be well-equipped
_ to.meat people’s private yeaming for practi
top-and. as. it were, a “meaningful 1ife”. Yet even here
it cannot unreservedly fulfil such expeciations. Since
_ihe modem condition is above all characterised by the
acceptance of a legitimate plurality of world views,
cannot t2ke a swance for or agaipst the
substance of particular forms or projects of life. They
canno! slake the thirst of the sons and danghters of
Modemity by providing -some surmogate for the lost
certainties of religious belief or cosmological world-
view. They have to leave it o the priests o provide
comforst and consofation in existential conflicts. Phi-
losophy can neither rely on a knowledge of salvation,
nor on cimical knowledge and can, therefore, not pro-
vide “advice down the path of life” in the manner of
either religion or clinical psychology. As ethics, it can
give guidclines as how to reach a reasonable under-
standing of oneself on questions of identity. on ques-
tions of who one is and wishes to be. However, today
the “therapentic™ role of philosophical ethics is, at
best, to encourage people to lead a conscious life.
Philosophical “advice™ remains ascetic when it comes
to demands for “impaning meaning™ the re-

ical orenta- -

sponsibility for reflecdon on the meaning of 2 per-
son’s [#fe has 10 remain with the pernon in question.

Philosophers have a wider-ranging abilits 20 in-
fluence things in the role of public imcllectuals thon
they do as experts or therapists Intellectuals rake
part in those pablic discourses wherein modem so-
cieties wy o reach an undersianding of themselves.
Varions public spheres overlap or converge at the na-
tional level in a cultural and political public sphers
conveved by the mass mediz. This public space
forms the sounding board for macro-social problems
that can no longer be perceived from the perspective
of closed, self-referential functional systems. In other
words, the diffuse network of a public sphere an-
chored in civil society constimtes the location. shere
highly complex societies become aware of refevan:
failures and risks. and can deal politically with those
problemns, which push them 10 act upon themselves.
Certainly, many actors are involved in addressing
and bandling public issues. We are interested here in
one group of actors whe siand owl for the fact that
they are pefther asked nor delegaled 1o intervene,
but, instead. make unsoliciied use of their pro-
fessional abilities to offer more or less well-reasoned
contributions on such issmes of geoeral interest
These intellectuals can, at best. rely on an authority
which they acquire by dint of redeeming the am-
bitious claim to consider in each case ail relevam
points of view impartially, and to take all interests in-
volved equally inlo account.

Certain questions philosophers are better prepared 1o
bandle than are other imeliectuals, be they writers,
professionals or scientists. FirsL. philosopby can con-
tribute something specific 1o the diagposis of our
times by which modern sociefies reach an under-
standing of themselves. For, ever since the late 18th
ceatury, the discourse of Modernity has primarily
been conducted in the philosophical form of a self-
critique of reason., Second, phifosophy can fruitfully
tap into its traditional holism and fts polyglot abilities
for more-specific- imerpretations. Given that it main-
tains an intimate relation 1o both the sciences and to
common sense, and (hat il understands the specialist
languages of the expert cultures as well as it does the
ordinary langnage of every-day life. philosophy can,
for example, criticise the colonialisation of a life
world which has been hollowed out by wends of com-
mercialisation, bureaucratisation, legatisarion and also
scientisation. Third, philosophy bas special com-
petencies for basic issues of the “just™ or well-crdered
society. Philosophy and democracy not only share the
same historical odigins, in a way they are also de-
pendent on each other. Philosophy has a special inter-
est in the constitutional protecdon of the freedom of
thought and commanication while. conversely, a con-
stantly endangered democratic discourse also depends
on the vigilance and mtervention of this public guar-
dian of rationality.

In modemn European history, political philosophy
from Rousseau via Hegel and Marx, through to Joha
Stoart Mill and Dewey, has established for iiself a
considerable influence on public life. A cument ex-
ample of the political need for philosophical clar-

ification js the imer-cultural comtroversy over
how we should understand human rights,

Today, a5 it grows ever more closely togeth-
c1. the community of nations is noe loner com-
peiled only 10 regulate “intemational” raps-
actions. Under the pressure of economic
clobalisation, politics. 100. must davelop into a
Tansnational sysierz. It is also gradually be-
coming pecessary 1o transform natonal law
into “cosmapelitan™ civil law en which people
rely equally n their dealings within a stawe, and
10 which they can. if needed. appeal even vis-a-
vis their own government. Human rights, as
have been codified in various declarations, are
suiled to serve this purpose. Anyway, the con-
troversy over the comect interpretanon of hu-
man rights has imensified, against the back-
ground of the United Nation’s buman righis
policies, pursued more actively since 1980,
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, differ-
ences in outook between the social systems
have been reduced. In their place, inter-cultural
differences have emerped — in particular be-
tween a secularised Western world and funda-
memahist Islamic currents on the ome hand, and
between an individualistic West. and the com-
munitarian Asian tradiions on the other.

I cannet go imo this debale in greater detail
here. However, the example shows how phi-
fosophy could have a direct political inflvence.
Allow' me. In conclusion. to pin-point three key
aspects of this parzicular debate where | believe
nt;!osophn:ﬂ clarification is both desirable and pos-
sihis.

T would first of all propose that we reflect on the
hsmeneutic siination of the human rights debate it-
self, as it involves paricipants of different culrral
backzroupds. This would draw our atention 10 nor-
mative contents that are already implicit in the pre-
suppositions of an ongoing praxis of argumentation.
For. irrespective of culmral background, all the par-
cipants intitively know full well that a consensus
hased on insight 15 not possible if the relations be-
tween the participants in communicarion are not sym-
meirical — in other words, relations of reciprocal rec-
ommition, of mutual perspective — taking a joindy
shared willingness also lo see one’s own traditions
through the eyes of a stranger, to learn from one an-
ather, etc.

I believe it would then be useful to reflect on the
concept of “subjective right” used in the conception
of human rights. In this way, our reading of the de-
bate between individualists and collectvists could
bring a double misunderstanding to light. For pos-
sessive individualism in its Western gujse fails 1o see
that subjective rights can only be derived from ihe
amecedent, intersubjectively recognised norms of a
legal community. Subjective rights are, of course,
part of 1be endowment enjoved by individual legal
persons under the role of law; however the status of
such persons as the bearers of subjective rights is first
consututed in a political community based on mutual
recognition. Now, by jettisoning the erroneous thesis
that there is some individual who exists with innate
rights prior to all socialisation we can. a1 the same
time, abandon the antithesis. according 10 which the
clims of a community has priority over the legal
claims of imdividuals. The altemnatives
these two theoretical strategies afford dissolve in to
nothing, if we incorporate the counter-directional uni-
ty of processes of individuation and socialisation into
the core concepis of an inlersubjective approach to le-
gal theory: legal persons, too. only become in-
dividuals timough socialisation.

Finally, it would be important to clarify the different
crammatical rofes played by ought-sentences and by
value statements, as well as those played by normative
and cvaluative expressions in geperal, For de-
ontological considerations of rights and duties must
not be assimilated 1o axiological considerations of val-
ue preferences. Given the existentially irreconcilable
life orientations of parties whose identities have been

in different forms of life and traditions, it will
alwavs be difficult for them to reach agreement - be
It ar the intermational level between different cultures
or. within one and the same state, berween different
sub-cvlnumal collectivities. Here, it is all the mone help-
ful 10 remember that an agreement on obligatory
norms (for reciprocal rights and duties) does not re-
quire the mutual esteem of different cultural achieve-
menis and life styles, but instead depends on the rec-
ognition that each person deserves equal respect and
has the same value precisely as a person.

Published with the permission of the writer

Plain Tatk

Yearhooks are usually dull
and boring. One never ac-
wally reads them but refers
10 them for a bir of in-
formation or a fipure. Not
%0 Britain 1997, Those who
compiled it must have been
well-aware of the iedium
assoctated with yearbooks,
jor they have gone oul of
their way to flesh out the
volum= with readable ar.
ticles.

Indeed., in the intro-
duction. the editor says that
this year’s book has an en-
vironmental axe lo grind.
Thus. Britzin's response to
the challenpe of “sustain-
able development™ is sel a
chapier 1o itself. To under-
score the point, the year-
book is mude entirely of re-
cycled, chlorine-free paper.

1 pardcularly enjoyed
reading an artcle enuiled
“Visiting Wealth on the
Nation™. This is about wuor-
ism and the environment in
Britain, a subject that was
previously  broached by
Prince Philip. The anicle
discusses the discrepancy
between an industry which
brings Britain an estimated
22.7 billion pounds sterling
and the havoc wreaked on
the environoment by that
very same source of in-
come.

Writen by the Earl of
Bradford. the article deals
with the question how “the
confliclina demands of
tourism and the environ-
ment [can] be reconciled”.
At the stant of the next mil-
lennium. rourism will be
the world's larpest in-
dustry. Yer the anicle
claims that tourism in Brit-
ain has lately declined from
6% of world tourism 10
4.7%. The writer believes
that more money should be
spenl. on tourism pro-
motion.

However, the article also
proposes that national her-
itage needs protection from
tourism and that in cenain
areas in Britain, some con-
straints need 1o be placed
on tourism. The writer in-
vokes the nightmare of
coaches in historic towns
like Canterbury, Oxford
and York Meanwhile, he
argues that tourists should
be encouraged to step out
of London and visit attrac-
tions in other cites such as
the Nationa! Exhibition
Centre in Birmingham_ The
ordinary traveller should be
invited to see more of Brit-
ain, he says.

Reading through this par-
fcular article, one cannot
help noting the  similarities
between the simation in
Britain and in Egypt. As
hard as we in Egypt may be
trying lo encourage lour-
fsm. we are at the same
time looking for ways and

moeans tco protect our her- .

ilage. Wimess, for ex-
ample, the latest moves to
protect the Pyramid Pla-
teau. But then. this is a sub-
ject deserving of a column
unto itself,

Mursi Saad El-Din

Thespian bonanza

Nehad Selaiha is bowled over by the
recent burst of dramatic energy

rected by Coasha.

Do you remember the blistering sand storm
which rj throagh Cairo oa 15 March. Maybe
you don’t. But for all the budding playwrights at
the AUC that day will always be memorable.
Not on account of the siorm as you may think —
though storms have always inspired dramatists,
even the Khamaseen sand storms, bat because on
that day it was announced that Egyptian play-
wright Mohamed Salmawy had donated  an an-
nual award for playwriting in his pame-to the

pew “Famous for 15 Mintutes New Plays Fes--

tival™ launched by the AUC Department of Per-
forming and Visual Arts on 12 March ar Howard

theatre_ It copsisted of five new 15-minute plays.
: pl:nd " quick succession, with

presented in one programme on the opening
closing nighs, plus staged readings of three
more new plays on the l4th. it officially ended
on 15 March with the awards ceremony, beld af-
ter the final parformance. and the anfouncement
of the winner of the Salmawy Award. However,
the Hve new playlets proved so popular that an
extra, unscheduled pert had.to be given.
mal:ge following day in response fo public de-
mang. -

The festival is the brainchild of Tori Haring-

Smith, the artistc director of the AUC De-.

partnent of Performing and Visual Ans, and jo=

volves more than the mere veiting and staging of -
new plays. It is primarily concemed with de--

veloping the skills of emerging playwrights in

where they can, in Harng-Smith's -
words, “hear their words read, get reactions fo -
their seripis, and consider ways of developing-

them.” Why the 15 mioute limit? Becaose, she
explains, it ¥'aﬂow_s gn in-depth, intensive look at
one idea, much like & poem.

gives the project an educational stant; but what .

saves it from being sirply a practica course in
creative writing is that j¢ does not limit itseff -
students: it involves graduates, members of staff

* Admitiedly, this-

zero around The Academy of Arts where 1 was
teaching that afternoon; plus my irritatingly sen-
sifive eyes (which, like Othello’s, decided on
that occasion 1o “drop tears as fast as the Arabian
trees their medicinal gum™) prevented me from
making the awards ceremony. But, fortunately, T
caught the last performance of the five com-
peting plays on the following day.

The Howard was overpacked with handly
enough oxygen io go-round or any roem (o stand.
I watched the whole i

. ; petformmce  painfully
pressed agiinst the door. ‘Nonetheless, 1 would
not have missed it . :

Of the five plays, which followed each other in
ith minimal sets and lighting
effects, the winner of the Salmawy Award was

We Are In A Jug by Tamer Mahdi, directed by
Nermin Amin. It featured 2 youmng couple.
- chainéd T with a thick rope, in whar

looked like a cave or a cell; ahernately squab-

bling, tmaking up games to pass the time, and
pining for freedom. The basic situation is not un-
“iike Beckett's Waiting' for Gedo! or. indeed, Mo-
bamed Salmiwy's Two Down The Drain which
was a Lt at the National a few years ago; but the
end is infpitely more optimistc, and takes the
form of a punch line that gives the siation a hu-

mouarous twist and a complefely different mesn-

. ing. When the couple glimipse an opening and

crawl out. we snddenly hear a male voice-over
congratulating en invisible mother on giving
birth o twins. We Are In A Jug may have the
.strocture- of 2 jokes but.it is a clever joke, cun-

- niagly played on the audieoce, and oot without a

and visiting artists i the warkshops as well. Tt
also brings ogether people from d_:ﬂ'erent gen-

erations, countries, cullral back
stages of experience and matanty — very-much
like an international, multi-cultural theatre work-

shop, It is a Jaudsble, impressive and creatively

ambitious project and 1 was

J N il i

- oric element. The gudience loved it and
did.not mind at ali being tricked. All the same, [

“-could not help wondering if the fact that it was

the only play in Arabic {the rest were all m Eng-
lish) had in some way influenced its nomjnation
for the award of best play of the festival.

My personal favourite was Thin Air by Tom
Coash, directed by Francesca Ax;l;ndnlia. and !I;uu-s
perbly ormed by Magda Abdou. Unjike hi
pm\'iong?:illaé. Khamaseen, which ﬁplayed a the
_Wallace in Cairo before taking off 10 the Edin-
birgh Festival last August, Thin Air is a one-
woman show, 5 sensitive, poignant, psycho-

whea the storm, which- ed visibility 10 near loguzl monologue which takes us through the

——y———my e A

%uzmd. and the American community in Egypt on
the other, sparked off a riveting drama about
love, bewrayal, female solidarivy and, above all,
the need for human understanding, tolerance, re-
specting the other and embracing cultural differ-
ences. The humour which underpinned many of
the scenes and confrontations. and broke cut up-
roariously sometimes. not only balanced the se-
riomsness of the jsgues raised and the grimness of
the heroise™s situation, but acwally imensified
them in 2 delicionsly ironical way. The Kha-
maseen winds which blow throughout the play
provide the atmosphere and form a sich. central
metaphor. The same technique is cbvious in Thin
Afr where the act of dgitrope-walking, its thrills
and hazands. becomes a poetic image which sums
up and focuses the heroine's life and experience.
Funny that Coash should be giving us this Linle
gem of a play-daging the same szason which in-
spired his earlier one and gave it its title.

The other thrée plays were Me Jane thy Fran-
cesca Amendolia, direcied by Tom Coash), with
the fane of the title sitting in a free in search of
security: Small Talk (by Laila Rifaat, also di-

which centres on the
lack of communication
parems and
children, and different
values and cultures;
and “99" (by Vafa. di-
recied by Tarek Ei-
Euibi), where the me-
chanical recling off of
an iMerminable Jist of
celebrities from all
over the world willy-
. nilly expresses the lev-
eling of all values and
the confusion of the
postmodernist age. All
were taul, witty and
great fun. The actors
too, and the production
crew did a great job;
and thanks 1o their
brisk efficiency, the
performance of ail five
plays was accomplisked in just one hour and a
half. If it had gone on longer, we would have all
suffocated.

In less than 10 days I was back at the AUC,
this time to the Wallace theaire, (o enjoy, in a
double bill, Inji El-Solb’s productions of Sal-
mawy"s Next in Line aud Come Back Tomorrow.
The plays ravailable in English} were done in
their original Arabic, with a few minor additions
and changes here and there: and though I had
seen them professionally done before, [ felf as if I
was discovering them for the first time, Next in
Line consists mainly of the verbal and physical
interactions fcordial and hostile) of a grovp of
people, from different classes and walks of life,
waiting in an endless qoeue that never moves.
We never know whai they are waiting for, and
neither do they; they have been there for so long
they have forgotten, bun they keep waiting for
therr tun which. of course. never comes. As their
impatience rises. they grow morc quarrclsome
and cventually pick out a leader to keep the line
in order. S¢on enough the leader, who regally oc-
cnpies the only available chair. becomes a ryrant.

This absurd queue, with its senseless fights and
feuds end sudden deaths and disappearances. has
been interpreted by some critics as an iromical
metaphor for the absurdity of the hvman condi-
don in which the only tum thai never fails to
come is one’s tumn io die. Others bave scen itas a
disguised political satire on modern Egyptian his-
tory and, more generally. on the kinds of attitudes
that lead to the rise of dictators. Bm whatever the
merpretadon, the play derives its dramatic vi-
tality and theatrical vigour from the broad but ac-
curate delineation of s characters, its combina-
tion of wit, sarire and farce, and the galloping
tempo of the dialogue which contrasts sharply
with the maddening :immobility of the quene.

The second play, Come Back Tomorrow, is
more sombre. A young man goes 1o 3 govern-
ment office 1o get his wavelling documents of-
ficially stamped. There, he is subjected 10 a series
of absurd interrogations. mental assaults and cra-
zy sexnal demands, including an order to marry
the male deputy head (who prompily dons a wed-
ding dress in anticipation of the joyous event).
Gradually. the thin crust of rational reality cracks
and splinters, and what begins as a realjstic com-
edy and a social satire reveals itself ac a black,
nightmarish farce, culminating in rape and mur-
der. In the final scane, rather than siamp the
young man’s papers, the office head and his dep-
ury rip off his clothes and in a cuphcmistic se-
quence denoting rape brutally crushes his body
under a gigantic official stamp.

El-Solh directed with flair and precision. al-
lowing her young and ebullient actors’ enough
scope to be creative and foreground their skills
and talents, while carefully playing them off
agains: each other to echance the comedy. As a
dancer, choreographer and movement expert, she
was able 1o create movement patterns and forma-
tions which subtly underiined the sense of ab-
surdity that informs both plays. Nada Shalabi’s
sets heiped her in this respect; they were quasi-
reafistic but extremely simple, leaving the space
free for the actors while hinting at the fragile na-
ture of what we call reality. Bur, in the final anal-
ysis, the real source of pleasure that evening
were the young actors — their joy, enthusiasm,
and infectious high spirits.
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The prescriptions of the
and the Sunna ﬂnmﬂ?!n’m o
nghtpadi.asdct:nmnndbythc :"_'- ;

contestably the authoritative . : -~
sources, to be referred tom all -
maners that touch the lives of _ -
Muslims. The farwas (legal) L
opinions or interpretations) of |
Jurists, on the other hand, are . -
binding only insofar as they are - -
instrumental in realising some
good, and should be consulted . :
only when no clear provision
exists in questions covered by -
the Qur'an and Sunna_ The very - - -
function of all farwas is funda- -, °
mentally the realisation of the . -
common good, and is essential- ¢ |
ly contingent on spatial, tem- @ *
poral, social and economic con- -
siderations. Hence what may be -
considered to be the common .-
good In a specific time and -
place may be quite the contrary . -
in a different context. As proof, .
we may recall the case of Imam

A.IShaﬂ. Having developed - - -.

andesmbhshedh:sdocmneof .
Jjurisprudence in Iraq, he felt the - -
need to modify it substantially . -
to realise the common good . -
when he came ro Egypt. ST
Thers is no text in the Holy

Qur'an which prohibits women '
from assuming any position in -
society envisaged (o geperate a =~ -
common goo:;dpmwded the
qualifications and requirements
for the job are fulfilled. Unless

ically intended, the principle of
gender equality is the under- |
lying assumption in all cur en- . -
VOLITS.
No Qur'anic text bans wom- .-
en from assuming certain jobs . -
wh:chmenperform.theme -
conmryQuranmvelseseom-'
mend women’s solidarity in

another™ is a clear indication of - . gpprgwed ber noctinatioe, posting | L
the equality of the : Tohgrsurpnsc.hmva',onﬂnﬁrstdaybfwo&q
within the wholeness of the shet‘omdshehadbourmmeddﬂwn. Hussei:
state and the community, and -nghaSun.th:n .
g:mﬂy'e'nhancsthcposﬁonof :-the 8 !Wq

women. . mmmamuc,whmhcoulﬂemmﬂ

The only qualification for one :eerasajudge.wa:mtopenwwm. “She was
wbgcomenjud_ge.accordmgto Wmmhuambmmmwarehnpmm&
Qur'anic texts, is to possess the 0 her gender; in the propenty-

that ye Judge with justice™ (Su-
rai Al-Nisaa, verse 5T).

The Sunna, bowever, added a few quai-

ifications for judges as follows:

First: No one shall sit to judge between peo-

ple when he is angry.
Second: No one shall sit in j

alone;
regardless of the vastness of his knowledge, oth-
ers must endorse the justifications for the sen-
tence. If a person were to judge according to his
knowiedge alone, he may become the target of
nurtured in the hearts of Muslims.
has acknowledged the va-
lidity of judgement passed under cath and sup-
by the testimony ofasmg’.emms Ac-
J

the
Third: The

conding to the Prophet, the

: among the top
theFmﬂ:yofLawatthcagzonl -Afker g
. she found put that there. were five vacaiicies.
_ -of . assistait
" . Dawla). She decided to.
women are protectors of one “‘cellent academic record. was actepteil. Sanhieri Pash:
berin Alexardria..-

dt the State- Canncil

- ‘appropiiate registration
- bumm.wlnchshe:eﬁmdnme &dmsepﬂm

no written code was avail

of fis citizens,

interests

knowledge
has

apply and. i m?'_‘?ﬁ!‘f"""

shallrelyonhxslmowledgealonemggemﬂ:a:
ilable according 1o
which acts are incriminated, a situation which
vastly varies from the present. Today we have a
civil code, a commercial code, ete. Each coun-
Eyhas:lsmmlnwswhlchregu.later.hemons
what acts are con-
sidered offences m the eyes of the law, and de-
termining the penalties o be inflicted for under-
mining protected by the law. In other
words, the scope of knowledge of a judge today
is defined in terms of the thoroughness of his
of the law prevailing in his country.
Such knowledge of the law is attainable re-

based on any
culties of women as women.

gnaranteed by Is-
lnm.Thedema.lofwsnghts:snzy:ﬂ:er
coroborated by religious

) prescription nor
inhereat incapacity in the fa-
In the goldem age of Islamic civilisation,

Umar report that he had heard che

Sivencss.for | pececioe that you besy 2 sty
giveness, pexceive that you an

to those who will go o hell.” A (wise) woman
said, “What is it we have which enhances our
affinity to those going to hell?" He said, “Cors-
and seduction are your habir; in addition,
c women I have known who are deficient in
and devotion outnumber those endowed
sound reason.” The women replied, “What
bedeﬁc:mtmmmdmd de-

;EEE

Lifestyle changes

When we arrived in Sydoey in the late *80s, we immedi-

fell in love with a district known as the Easiern Sub-
urbs. It looked very much like the Freach Riviera, with
'uselegantvﬂlsandsmal.l blocks. There were
mmymfésandhﬂemsmmamfanmngsmhdehm
asﬂmmanguuhsh,solememere.ormpualanwdé
deCam,andﬂlesueeuwmmemmgmthpeopleofvar-
fous nationaiities, whchremdedusofAlexandnamthe

Pﬂmmm tmarenovawdbuﬁ]dm.' g in the heart of our fa-
vourite . The unbelievabl y, was within our

g: 5’5.5: g
agﬁﬁiggé
zﬁgﬁ

B
§

sitter who had her own car and picked up our daughter af-
ter school. We basked in the sun on our balcony and
gourmet dinners every evening,

One Smnday moming, however, our idyll was shattered.
We were sitting on the balcony, baving a cup of coffee
before heading to the beach, when our daughter, then
elgm.mmﬂmdcasually"'meresl!nanthhoneofms
mothers.” Crossing the strect, a fashionably dressed
youmg woman Wwas a litde boy in her arms. They
Iookedqmmnonnaltome_ “Who i Brian?™ I asked. Ap-
parcntly, Brian had moved into the flat zsbove ours with
his father. He had a different mother every week, my
danghter informed us. “His father gets bored with them,
-this is why he changes- them- so- often,” she -elaborated.
- “Deoesn’t Daddy get bored with yon?” she asked — ak-
most wistfully, I thought. Pressed for more information,

%

quentwalksmtbepm:k,whereshehadmetsevemlofme

poodle-toting young ladies and had eveptually imvited

several of them to tea and a bit of gossip, at our house.

Hungarian, of course,” explained my daugh-

everything they say. Isn’t

that nice? One of the Jadies, the one who owns Oscar, has

a real-life criminal jo her house over there,” she said,

pointing at the building across the streer “Next week,
Maria and I are going to visit ber.”

Sydney’s North Shore was a different scene altogether
in those days. There were no littte cafés, no fashicoable
restanrants and the closed on Satnrdays and Sun-
days. Solid soburban brick houses with large backyards
wemownedbyregulm-subutbanfamﬂlesmﬂ:manydﬂ-

dren whose pareats had livle propensity to change part-
Onrtrandyﬁ-:endspmmpﬂ abandoned us; alleging
C n long trips. In the years that followed oar
mave.!oﬁenms:mdonstoppmgatonroldﬂa:.Wﬂh
the Victnam War, the servicemen bad dis-
the owners of the mamicured

speak Hungarian, i
Fayza Hassan

;|

had waited a little longer.

competence in the sphere of men’s rights, but  gardless of gender. In addition, a person who  women enjoyed legal rights which are denied vou 7' He said, ‘A woman has a deficien:
God's rights are determined by God alone, and  5its in judgement does pot pass judgement ac-  them in our times. The second of the Rightly-  mind, becanse the testimony of two women is
the judge bas only to adjudicate on their ap- cording to_his wmommonormal in- guided caliphs, Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, ap- equal wo a man's, and she is deficient in re-
plication according t the conditions which clinations, but is under the obfigation to judge pointed Layla Bint Abdallsh Al-Adawiya to  Jigious devotion becanse she does not spend
God has prescribed. aocmdmgmlhcpmvmomofdm]awandm peeside over the market court in Al-Madina, longmghumpmyetanddoesnotobmvem
We may therefore conclude the following: abldaneewnhnsmmumﬁmmmset while the mother of the Abbassid Al-  fastin Ramadan™
First: There is no prohibition in the Qur'an or forth the facts on Jjedgement is based, Mugqiadir wes the chicf judge of Baghdad’s
Sunna against women becoring judges. These testimonies may be considered in light of  highest conrt. . . Next week: Wiy women are not “deficient in
Second: Instituting the principle that no judge the Prophet’s assertion that the reasons given Today, there are women judges in 2 pumber  mind and religicus devotion
Sepra Dayma Zeataarnanl wevlew
- . Al-Ahram Weekly
Bread for Easter The renegade baguette é
jents: Andrew Steele encounters an impostor raddépo 2l
-:cupstn'l:mpurposewhileﬂour By Samia Abdennour
cgl ) .
100G gms butter It has 1o be one of downtown's most pleasant.  sortita came topped with a smooth and |ACROSS 43. Bmssﬂ:Eng(B)
! tsp. dry yeast venues, outside at Da Mario at the Nile Hil-  chessy mozzarella, shrimps, anchovies, to- | 1. Hoarfrost (4) 44. Cop (4)
Warm water to hold ton. Set at one end of the shisha-and-snack  matoes and fresh basil respectively. Tooth- | 3. Of the lungs (5) . 45. Glossy Hinish (6)
1 tsp. salt tertace, beyond the braziers, the pretty red  some, you may well mormor, and indeed | 10 Be relieved from exection 47.Asmgnascomphmmt.de—
and white tablecloths and dark wood sesting  they would have been, had these toppings | (4 . vote (8)
Method: give the whale space the feel, be it somewhat adomed something other than a sliced ba- 14. Commotions (4) 30. Lifeless (3)
In a small bowl, mix the yeast with  contrived, of anthentic Iraly, The interior ! Bruschena simply doesa’t work on ** | 13- Species of primrose 51 Spodl (4)
one tsp. of sugar and two tsp. of warms to the theme. Old Chisnti botles the dear cld French stick, and the Nils Hil- }.}ﬂgﬁﬂwm@) . Enmﬂﬂtmdot-
warm water. Sti to dissolve. Leave  adomn the head-height shelving while the ton, with their wonderful bakery, should ', i P '°fff‘°r5hwf43 m0fm'“=(5)
aside in 2 warn: place to risc (approx.  kitchen is open for all w scrutinise. A Latino  know betier. Two out of three ain’t bad, as ace for ducking ob- 34. Greyish (5)
half an hour L0 one howr). In a large  guitarist, wired for sound, mills to the adoring  they B P“SPWE,?) ;;.Wmduwglaas@)
bowl add the flour, the butter and the  masses. And masses there always seem tobe The main courses hit the spot. The Pezd Di *| 3] "‘m4“f) G-K‘m’f“"‘@
salt. Blend in the butter cither by fin-  — the best endorsement a venue can get. Pollo Ripi encompassjg.ld:enbrusts n SSE:plg) 1 %Bwashﬂiimﬁmn@)
gers or a food processor umtil in- Service was snappy and came with a smile,  stuffed with mnshrooms and ricotta with a mites (5) 65. 8 @
gredients blend well. Add the our drinks winging their way 10 our thirsty  side order of al dente vegetables and asa- 104 p 37 % 4)E‘mh=quer.mtreasmy
and the risen yeast. Blend agadn, palates with time 1o spare. The menus at Da which William proclaimed ad- 25:“*“5";1;!“( gﬁ.ﬁanch rifiiends
ing warm waler 2s necessary. Knead Mario used to consist of a rather cumber- mimable. The Pima Primavera was 73 mmﬂn G&Godofﬁﬁ(’_‘_) &
the dough umil i becomes non-  some and extremely large take on 2 yel-  topped with assorted vegetables and more of ‘In'n-cgare:aL(S) pepper, 69. Dash, jumbled (4)
sticky. Leave covered withatowelin - lowing photograph albmn. eompicm with  that lasciviously stringy mozzarella. A lwle 135 Fapiched () 70. Immocal gir (5)
a warm place for a couple of bours.  pranslucent paper page di and sepiz  dry, bat with the addition of drippings from 34. Gained (6) 7]. Whisky is
The dough should be doubled in size. of rural Jmlian hfe have ihe jog of olive ol on the table, Mobamed | 36, Put faith in (4) cir fermentstion (4)
Pal by band, removing it from the beenscaleddownsnmwlmwamm found 1t perky and pleasing. A good Italian |37 Eacia] feanyre (3)
bowl. Divide imio sections according  ventional two-page spread which makes for  joint can be sponted by the way it does i | 30 gxpectorare (4) DOWN
to the form you desire (rolls, French  Jess likelihood of resturant elbow — the pmandDaMmiodoesitsomeiﬂl.ﬁ- 40. Clearly 1. Lively sl vigourous in
Joaf or in a rectangular cake mould). heuumcnon whercby dining companions nesse. The simple delights of a Spagherni 42.NLCo:y(4) style (4) .
Make sure each section is void of air pbmhomermdtdlcstwhlstamnpung Carbonara were mine for the muaching; BT 2. Doing nothing (4)
before forming it. This process takes 1o leaf through an unwicldy bill of fare. these being a lovely creemy Alfredo sance, 3. Sofien skin by use of coz-
place if you pat each section and roll The starters came in {its and starts, the first  with heaps of parmes:am and amoked beef : dampen (10) .
ut cylindrically tight and then form it.  two being 2 classic AMfinestrome Alle Gen- ham. I licked the platter clesp. A 4. Sixth seme (3}
Place formed bread on a non-greased  avese, packed with succulent vegetables. It choice, all in all, Da Mario at the Nile 5. ... and behold (2)
baking tray and lsave in 2 warm  had a delightful piguancy which veered to-  pasta and pizza quite reasonsbly priced avd a 6. A caule carer (6)
place 1o rise for another bour. Bake  wards the citric. The Funghi Al Aglio was all its own. Dinner for 7. Exhale; bir (4)
bread in 2 hot pre-heated oven  also rather fine —a pot of woshrooms in 2 three with three Stellas came to 8 fve-star 8. Atmosphere (3)
(250°C) for seven minutes then low- mood,mnys:me,hubedandgm- botel price of LE182 — mno discomx Tor 9, Revisec (9)
er oven temperature to 200°C for 20 and really rather ioothsome. Number usurpers. I0. Banquet: full meal (§)
more minutes. Remove from oven  three was less -, although let me : BT 11. College in scuthern
and leave o cool. qualify the following comments by saying it ?aLMmoarmeNﬂeHimn.Daumwn WL SEE llazndﬁ) - ..-(4,
I Serenaded

Moushira Abdel-Malek

was pefectly edible. The Bruschena As-

)
o S&Assail.anm!omtsﬂ T
" _ 41. Smallmdiqnebot&eﬂ)

31

61
—q .
13. Caorent (1) 42, Indian (75}

5(5) 46. Number of muses (4)
21. Puncture using teeth (4) 43. Imbue; saturate (6)
%anlma) (4} : g-g Effaces (6)
. Occupy tempocarily - Printer’s measure (2}
26. Mimic (4) - 54.1
ﬂ.gﬂcl:' E) . oo 'm.:lae)m.hm
escape g thrust . Spoken {4
28. Alevyoriax (4} megﬁsh(u)food@)
2. E:pedmg(ﬂ _ g’tg Gteeklelemu,p_l.(g
Sz:nudimnmy(w}'_ . tecture (4) n arcki-
33. Railway eating car, small - * 60 Disamay (3)
restaurant (5) 620l (3) .
as. Mmsofdym:l:weﬁiy 63, Fﬁghﬂes_husnhanbm

B
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. EGYPT has tradonally besn one of in-

dlasmosthnpommtradingpmrsm

meAfduanemmnantmmeMmeEas\._
though Egypt has been taken over by -
GCC states in terms of bilateral trade, i
stil continues o occupy an important.

place. The indo-Egypt Bileteral Trade
Agresmant operative since March 1978,
and based on the standard Most Fa-
vouradNa‘honclauselnwlvhgfraenade
in foreign exchange, has replaced the
eadior Rupee Trade Agreement of 1953.
The indo-Egypt-Yugosiavia  Tripartite
Agreement, under which tanff conces-
sions of up to 50 per cent were avallablo
for 129.commodities, expired on 31
March_ 1993, and has not been renswed
aver since.

indian exports to Egypt have been

steadRy increasing from $128 miflion in’

1894 1o over 5223 million In 1997, an in-
crease of almost 74 per cent in threa

years. The main Indian exports to Egypt

have been cotton yam and fabrics, ma-
chinery and equipment, transport squip-
ment, atticles of base metals including
iron and steel, plastic and articles there-
of, jute products, humanvaccmas.buuc

dyes, rubber and rubber products and
tradifional items such as iea, tobacco,
sesame seeds and lentils.

Egyplian expoils 1o indiz in 1994 to-
laled 5224 milllon. The Egyptian axporis
to India {n 1994 soared exiraordinariy
due 1o the axport of raw cotlon. In 1997,
Egyptian exporis to india amounted o

§187 milion. The main exporis to India -

are petroleum crude and petroleumn prod-

ucts, raw cotton, organic and inorganic

chemimls.meialmesandmelaimp
Thus as may be gean, the total bilatarsl .
wrade has increased 1o $410 million n
iQG?wdhmanmginalbalanoeofuade
i favour of ndlia by 536 miion. - |
mmmeueducﬂonulhrﬂsmd dar-
egulation of the business environmént in
Egypt, new trade opportunifies Jhave
opened up {or India exporters. Indian ex-
porlsdcoﬂonyammdhbdcs.p;ﬁner
and refated products and tha export of
sesama seads heve seen a quantuer -
masehmalastz-aysms '
|ndlanoompalﬂeswonl.a:gemracls
in Egypt during the last two yeara. Thasa -
include a $30 million contract for the slip-
ply of hot briquettad iron (HBI) by ESSAR
World Trade to National fron & Steel .
GCompany of Egypt, a $20 million contract -
for the supply of boilars by BHEL for the
Al-Arish. 2x30MW power project, a 11

million contrect for the supply of irigation

systems by Kirdoskat Brothers, 2 $13 mil-
Fon contract for the supply of overhsa!
trensmission towers by KEC for Egypt-
Jordan Transmission Line and a $3.5 mil-
Tion ‘contract by TATA Exports for the
supply of TV electronic components 10.
NasrTV.

mmmaderegmaﬁmofmeﬂnannal'
-environment and the liberafisation pro- -

cess in Egypt, an increasing rumber of

- indian companies are locking at Egypt as

. & production base, both for domestic and
reglional markets. According to the Egyp-
tien GCeneral Authority for Foreign in-
vesiment (EGAFE), india is the 12th larg-
est investor in Egypt with total investment
of epproximately $330 milion in 32 in-
vestment proposais.
Thermsﬂmporlamoimese which has

15
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" Discover India’s immense potential
“Made in India” Exhlbltmn., 15-19 Apnl 1998, Cairo International Conference Centre (Hall 1)

Indo- -
Egyptlan
economlc and
commerclal
relatmns

v

My Virendra Gupta, chargd d'aifalres at
the Inding Embassy In Caire, and Com-
meree Secretary Mr Harish, afeo from the
Indisn Embassy. duging 8 press confer-
mon!lt“hhdeinlndn“mib!ﬁun

been a showpiece for the indian Joint
Venuures, has been the Alexandria Car-
bon Black Company, set up by Grasim In-
die Limited, with TRENCO and ATC as
Egyptian pariners. ACB staried its pro-
duction with a 20,000 ton capacity In July
1984 and in July 1997, it increased its ca-
pacity to 75,000 tons. 50 per cent of its
production is axported 10 over 30 coun-
tries. s annual exporis of LE120Q milkon
has made ACB the largest exporting

, Egyptian Chemical Company in the pri-

 vate sector, accounting for 3 per cent of
Hotal Egyptian exports. It is also one of the
first Egypltian companies to obigin the
50 9002 as well as the ISO 14001 ac-
creditation for its envionmental man-
agement system.

1ESSEL of India and Mashoor Pack of
Eiglyptm\resatupaiointuenwefmm

yfacturing laminated toothpaste wuhes for
the use of Proctor and Gamble in Egyri
Dabur Inca Ld has staried production cf
hair oiis and other cosmetic products in 2
100 per cent owned facity i 10th ¢!
Ramadan City. Nile Tex is a 100 per cen?
owned Indian company manufachinng
PVC waler storage tanks. M/'S Aud Tech
Engineering is another 100 per cer! in-
dian company manulacturing auto valves.
Kirloskar Brothers have got an approval
for manulacturing diesef engines and i~
ngation pump sets in Egypt and have
started production. TELCO has fied up
with a local private seclor compary,
ETAMCO, for assembling pick-up trucks,
trucks and mini-buses. Bajaj Auto and Ba-
jai Tempo have teamed up with EL-
TRAMCO for assambling pick-up trucks
muanss.BaiaiAmnaMBaiaiTem

5o have also hooked up with ELTRAMCO
for assembing ‘'wo-wheelers and Matador
vans respeciively. Ballamur industries Lig
have established a plant in Suez for man-
uiactuning STPP, a delergent component,
an:-‘Uni:Trus:ofha‘nahasestabﬁsheda

&l venture company in the field of Mu-
tuz; Fends, Aanbaxy has an Egyptian sub-
sdary for manwactunng pharmaceutical
formetations.

Nominations for various coswses/
frainifig programmes under TECY
SCAAP have focused on small scale in-
dusigs. computer hardware and soft-
ware development and training in the fi-
nzncigi sector. A stabilised mud block
thrick; making machine was granted 1o
the Govemorate of Aswan under [TEC in
Jduly 1896,

The lndo-Egyptian Joint Commission
was established in Seplember 1883 to
sremsie biateral cooperation for mutual
benefit m egriculture. economy, irade.
ngugiry, egducation, health, culture, con-
sular gizirs. tounsm and science and
‘sehnoicgy. hs first meeting was held in
wew Dethi in November 1985, the sec-
cns iz Ceiro in October 1988 and the
third . Apri! 1987 m New Delhi. Apart
frem the meetmgs of the subcommitiegs
of trade and economy, agricuiture, SC-
ence and iechnology. cutture and hu-
man resource development, several
agreements including agreements for
foreign office consultations, air services,
protegtion and promotion of in-
vesiments, the establishment of a joint
business council between FICCI, ASO-
CHAIM on the one hand, and the Fed-
eration of Egyptian Chambers of Com-
merce. on the other, were alzo signed.

in January of this year, the Egyptian
Minister of Trade and Supply Dr Ahmed
Goweil: led 3 high level dslegalion in-
cluding fop businessmen 1o participate in
the Cll Partnership Summit In Madras.
During the visit an MOU was signed on
trade promotion. Both sides are actively
engaged in concluding a landmark part-
nership agreement.

During the wisit of the Indian prime min-
isler to Egypt in Oclober 1997, an indo-
Egypt Joint Business Group was formed
at the initptive of Egyptian Pnme Minister
H.E. Kamal Fi-Ganzourn. The Joint Busi-
ness Group comprises of top Indian and
Egyptian businessmen and is aimed at
forming new joint ventures and investment
projocts between the two countries.

India has stopped participation in the
Cairo Intemational Trade Fair since
1993. However, the Tea Board of india
and other individual companies are par-
ticipating in the fair. Handiboms and
Handicrafts Exporl Promotion Coundil
(HHEC) has been organising an exhibi-
fion-curn-sale of Indian jewellery since
1995. An exhibition held February of this
year was very successiul,

The mission, along with the India
Trade Promoticn Organisation (ITPO) is
ofganising an Excluswe India Exhibition
at the Cairo Intemationai Conference
Centre {CICC) from 15-18 April 1988, to
reduce the informatienal gap in the busi-
ness community in Egypt regarding In-
dia’s industrial and technological ca-
pabilities. Around 50 Indian companies
from various fields of the industry will be
taking part in the first ever exhibition of
this type.

Mohamed Youssef Habib

Industrialisation in India since independence

ON THE night of 14 August 1947, huiabecamah‘ldsparﬂntﬁle
Plamngccnmmmwasemblslmmmsomaﬂahamishc
pattern of society. It framed the first Five Yaar Plan document in Ap:dl
1851, with the sole objecive of making the mexdmum use of Emited
resources. At that time, our country was primarily engaged In ag-
ricuture. The share of industiy . national income was very smelt.
Cfficial estimates for 1948-1949 indicated that mining, factory es-
tablishments and small enterprises togather contributed 17 per cent
to the national incoms, the share of factory establishments (Le. the
organised sector of ndustry) was a maagre 6.4 percest.

The Industrial map of the country has changed drametically during
the last 50 years. Today, the contribution of industry 10 the total na-
tional income is more than that of agriculture and alifed activites.

The bulk of our engineering industries such as cotion, textie ma-

chinery, jute mill machinery, sugar miit machinery, ralway wagons, -

eit., weredapendentoni'nportsmymr_sago. Mmﬂgywemu-

mmedalmostself-mmuencg in most of these industries.

1t may be recalled that we adiained independance nearly two vears
after the and of World War If. Bafone the war, we used toimport even
ﬂwamneadedforﬁesmdﬁcssmmmewpemd.ﬂmwam
smrlagaofﬂlasephsbecapsema imports had stopped. Oid bu-
reauctats sl resnember this incident. The warlime shortages con-
finued 1 after the attainment & independence In such commodities
as salt, sugar, vanaspali, cofion, cloth, etc. Most of these goods
weve raficiied and the average cifizen had to put up with these short-
ages for many years afier 1947. The supply of mest of these com-
modities is now mone than the rnarket demand and the era of short-
ag&el'asbennmeapmtafhstony

OurommryhasmassadmmWaMmmernmelechH
wmwmaspmmemm
alem:fars.emnmps ra:fpreaem:s.talemonsm.emm

eme BT oo

Chemical and albed industries such as fertifisers, soda ash, caus-
tic sode, paper and paperboard, automobiie tyres, petroleum prod-
ucis, medicines, eic., have marched ahead fo satisly the bulk of do-
mestic demand.

The planning process initialed immediaiely efter mdependence
made # possible for the economy to make the most tuithul use o
meagre avaiable resources. The emphasis on the evolution of a so-
calistic pattern of sociely fed o strengthening the public sector in
The first four decades were uffiised in inculcaling the spirit of seff-
reflance which enabiled us to venture into new fields.

Consequently, India is rated as one of the 10 leading industrialised
courdries of the world. The expansion in industry has resulted in all-
round improvernent in the level of fving. A new industrial culture has
taken shape in the country. The emphasis is on high productivity and

. edficiency so asto be able to compete in the world markets.

The Initiation of economic reforms in 1891 gave a new direction to
Indian industry which has resulted in the globalsagion of both pro-
duction and marketing. New units are being set up in various in-
dustries which tend fo attain economies of scale through proper at-
tention of siza and technology. During the last six years, the number
of industrial products on the export list has expanded enonmously.

The policy of iberalisation and privatisation has afiracted foreign
capital 1o establish new industrial units possessing the lalest tech-
nology. The pace of industrialisation has accelerated which in tum
has speeded up the growth of the economy. The dismantfing of tha
licence and permit system has encouraged the industrial units fo im-
port technology through collaberations and let the citizen have ag-
cess 1o world-cfass goods and senvices thus giving a death blow to
the craze for importing foreign consumer goods.

Change in indushy is no longer slow and halting. The winds of
change promise acquisition of new pastures of prosperity.
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Exhlblts -

Electronics and Information Techaology
. Software - Electmno-end prodncts TV sels

Consumer goods .
seeds — pmcessedi‘ood '
Other exhibits

eladncalapphmes leather — manufacturing wachinery — edible ol — padmgmd
wrapping machines — irrigation pumps — Pmﬁﬂgmadmes. dmableconauna'goods -

Camnnaaisynq:émyms cmrand;mepmdms—fabms tea— coﬁ‘ee splcssesaune

Dyas&dlemlwk phamaoa!hmls drugsherbals hmdlcraﬂs_}ewdlry

DISCOVERIN'I.)I'LA’S" IMMENSE POTENTIAL

K MADE IN INDIA ”

. ®
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2222 5 Aziz Abaza'St.; Zamalek -
Tel. 3410223 - Fax. 3414038,
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of India — Commerc_lal W'ng

Pragati
. New Delhi 110001, India.
. Tek:91-11-3371390/3371837.

Under the ausplces of the Egypﬂan Mimstry of Trade and Supply,
in collaborat:on with Alexandria Businesc Association.

EXHIBITION
: Aprll 15-19, 1998

Indn Trada Promot:on OrgamzaIJon
Bhawan, Pragati Maidan,

“ Fax 91-11-3318142!33 1789&3320855
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The flight === roy | oite Tours
well-known sites in the 3 . :
'g Delta associated with ‘ Famlly Buses .
biblical accounts of the . oo ot £ Deko #nd West Delta buses
Holy Family’s sojoum in in Egypt it roughous Egspe.
u Egypt. Samir Naoum _ Saper Jat
traces the traditions 2 ALTHOUGH Bibtica! Jet stations are focacd i J
that wouid place 8} tradition holds I.lll:ﬂ :‘,;e K mgg.z Gz Ramsis Street 2 Cairo
Dagadous?===- B | B
. e R U — .
g es "
On the owskins of Shubra El-Kheima in Qalyubiya through porthem Siuai and the Delta before heading f fomily waveiled aevass ;E{?J;"fém ﬁ”‘mgﬁw

province north of Cairo is a site that should
be included in the jtinerarv of the Holy Family in

south through Old Cairo towards Uppeér Egypt. One

of the sites around which a adirion developed aver and then south 2e3in @

Egypt. What in the past was mainly conjecture, sup-  the vears. subsequenty 10 be woven into the timeless & 1 A S LEST each way.
ported by the convictions of the local population, is beliefs of the Jocal population, was Dagadous. How R Old Cairo. From Miedh 1 7T o
now. thanks 1o recent excavonons. 8 racing certainty.  ever, uplike such sies as the Tree of the Virgin ar ’ q‘? a su tookm boatm - Caipp-Mang Matrouh

“Dagadous is a name sanctified by time.” said Bish- Mataria, where there is an actual wree, the church of | they took a wh:'c Services at 7am deparaure And 7 seture (o
op Filobbos of Daqahliva. He suggests that the name  the Holy Virgin at Maadi, where a flight of stairs J Urver Egypt Py iy
of the town. ~which is 'te-theou loucous™, which - leads down to the Nile where a boat is believed to #‘: j many sies e Services at 6. 30am. 7am. Sam, Yasn amd 3. 45pm.
means “Mother of God® in Coptic. was first rans-  have wken the Holy Family o Upper Egypt. and Sak- gf associated with thetr Tickess LE32
literated into Grewk. becoming "o tho kotous’, which  ha in the Delta. where a stone sald to bear the imprint visit. At first, they are Cairo-Port Said : .
was then transformed into Docodous. or Dacadous. re-  of Jesus” foot has been found. Dagadous had no ma- § believed to have lived ST e B  dopen, roes Almras, Bea
ferring both 1o the town and the Holy Virgin,” hesaid  terial remains to add credence to the story. in a cave, thes in 2 reed Ramsis Street, Tickets LEIS cach way.

Dagadous as we know it today is sitiated on the  Nevertheless, the church of the Holy Virgin has | house bailt by Joseph a
eastern hank of the Nile and ;s famous for its church  been sancified :lyfnm;_:cls may have b;gn founded by ﬁ%ﬂm& e 5._45.1 sud R
which was built on the site of three ancient churches. Queen Helena. wife of Constantine, who journeyed to : Service 6. Ramich -

*Two are said to have disappeared as a result of a par-  Egypt in the fourth century AD 1o visir the siles as- where the monastery M'l:wumm 3 Ticken
ticularly high flood. and the surviving church is a ver-  sociated with the Holy Family. building churches as | known as El-Muhararg ¥
itable treasure house.™ said the bishop. she weni There is pow every imdication that the j now stands. _

The sanctuary screen is exquisite in design. pro- church at Daqadous is one of Helena's foundations. g This mique icon *Services Sam and 2pm, fron: Talwir. theo Gica and
portion and crafismanship. consisting of several piec-  Excavation of the site some vears apgo resulted in & shows the Virgin Mary Almaza, De;l: noon nng:l.dl Trckets
es of cone-shaped wood. tightly interlocked without the discovery of the remains of an early church be- 3 bolding the hand of LEAD veuil thereafeey. -
the use of nails or glue. There is also a large collec- neath the present building (which dates from 1888), Jesus, depicted as a Altpandria-Hosghada .
tion of icons in the church. dating from varicus pe- complete with mumerons manuscripts, fragments of boy rather than Servize Spum. from Ramich i
riods. some 1(X) manuscripis from the sixth century, a2  several ancient altars beneath the eastern wall of the asa d'“_ld on his Departs Hrrghada 2.30pm. Tickets LESO cack
Bible exquisitely bound in silver, crucifixes and cens- sanciuary, and Coptic graffiti on the walls including a2 mother’s lap. Joseph way. :
econs b e Hly Family s age et + el oboch B 1 1 o Arangel Govoe ot | 53 B e g

According 1o wadition. w oly ilv set lage include a well which is sti to draw water T ;
off from Bethlshem en route 10 Egypt. they passed 1oday. the way. mémln. Tn':z: LESG eath way.

Despite restrictions an travel to the south, SHES | e

Monasteries in the middl

continue to receive visitors, but not in sufficient
numbers. Al-Ahram: Weekly takes a look at.two . -
famous monasteries: in Middle Egypt T

-

g 3

The White Monastery, an important Coptic site, was buiit in the sccond half of the fourth ceatiry. - - - -

~Tourist companies are still wary of providing information
about siies in Middle Egypt. and without promotion how
can we expect people to visit these places”” asked Father
Antonious El-Shenudi who is responsible for organising
and receiving tourist groups at the White and Red mon-
asteries. Delighted at last to have someone with whom to
share his expertise. he personally accompanied Ranja Ab-
del-Rahman around this famous site in the desert. west of
Schag.

“This monastery 'is known as the White Monastery be-
cagse it is comstructed of
white limestone; the Red
Monastery is made of red
brick,” said Father El-
Shenudi. The former is a
monumental structuré, ooe
of the most important sites
in all Egypt. “It was bailt.in
the second half of the fourth
century by one of the pillars
of Coptic monasticism,
Saint Shenuda,™ he said. In-
deed, the Church of Saint
Shenuda occupies the largest
part of the monastery,

Tall granite colomns |33
\ and other architectural [ae:
3

B T T "

AR SHEREDN | clements  were  in-
geniously recycled
from neighbouring }

monuments. “You can 8
see how splendid it [&%
was by the number of EEX3
elegant columns, 36 in PR
number, characteristic
of large chorches built

guide. “A ceptury after
ils comstruction, it ac-
commodated 4,000

astery via a small door-

. f -

said Father El-Shenudi. “At the top of the courtyard you rween the two structure's. “Where we are going we will
can see the outlines of the roof which was in the shape of find a much smaller memastery, less than half the. size of
a dome, but was destroyed in the 18th century.” -

Standing in the courtyard facing west towards the bap- and no surviving oolu:rnns above ground level. Also, the
tistery, our guide pointed out a block of stone, one of sev- wall that once divided [the mrain body of the church from
eral taken from a pharaonic temple, bearing reliefs of three the sancrtuary was re
gods, Isis, Horus and Osiris. A stairway took us up to a
passageway which Jed 1o an old well abouot 30 metres deep Red Monastery is built' in the middle of a village. It is sur-
from the dime of the original comstruction, ronnded by palm trees

and dating

which now contains about five metres of water.
the main body of El-Shenndi had described It “It was founded by Father
the charch froor the altar is still lacgely intact and has three  Pjol. Saimt Sbenuda’s! uncle. who came to live in the area,
doors. The central, highesi doorway. has three crosses then called Adrebis, @n the first half of the third century,”
above it as well as windows that once held icons. To the he explained. “He calme with a small group of monks and
right, a mew iconostasis leads to the main altar above was joined by Saint Bishoy. In fact, the monastery was
which is a representation of Christ carrying the Bible. He first called the Monastery of Saint Bishoy by the Arab his-
raises his right hand in blessing. “Jesus Christ is shown in  torian El-Makrizi,” said our guide, who weat on to explain
a circle with four protruding parts. each taking the shape of that the original chuirch had been built in the foprth century
one of the four creatures of the Apocalypse: lion, calf, man by the Empress Hellena who also had the defensive wail
and eagle,” explained Father El-Shenudi. “To the top right erected. : )

are icons of Christ, the shroud, the Marys and the dis-

Tte original icopostasis which

ciples.”

The Red Monastery lies only a small distance away. En  servation revealed 'remnants of the floors stili embedded in
voute Father El-Shenudi taiked about the differences be-

Tickets LE287 forr Egyptians. LE947 for
foreigners, both round-trip.
" Compiled by Rehab Saad

the White Monastery, <vith a shallower well, no
ived about 20 years ago,” he said.
Unlike the White Md.nastery which lies in the desert, the

that add a colourful touch. The en-
trance is built of limesstone. It proved to be much as Father

Father El-Shenudii pointed 10 evidence t;hat the main body
of the church was. originally on three levels. Closer ob-

at that time.” said our [RESECR
i

thewalls."’lhem,"onaslery fell into disrepair and the body

' y of the church became

, AR this courtyard.” be ex-
S o SRR plained.

B : . Lo The former sanc-

[ could enter, is now the
N chwrch. “Remoants of
B the original iconostasis
| of red brick have been
incorporated imto the
§ present-day altar,” said
| the father, who also
g8 peinted to evidence of
icons on the walls.
§ “The most famous
8 icon is that of the
| cross and the shrood,” -
| bhe added.

Cruises Full Board way which is covered
BOOK NOW!! for pr?tect;ieon. On the 38
offer only valid within this feft o reccption §
weck foy eservations Hil area we passed a kitch-
3004798 en where the monks
25% discount prepared * their meais
on food & beverage and them, through a
if you buy your package second larger doorway,
before Friday 5.00pm we ecntered the main
For reservations body of the church.
isa Hotel Cairo We saw he ns o |
60 Giza Sueet - Dokki an old pulpit. as we
Tel: 3360791/2/6/8 as evidence thar the |
Fax: 3361936 church was onge a two-

roansular in shape,” The Reil Monestary les in the middle of a village surroonded by palm trees -

Lol rrocx o
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Ahli’s Ali Maher in possession of the bail in his team’s mateh against Baladiget Mehalla

Zanulekwereluckylh:sweek,ce meEldevent\wrhtwo
greatwcmnes—quahfymgfonhe lﬁmmmdoflheCAFCnpand
teaching Ismaili a lesson in the This tafter was something of

a miracle for Zamalek. as their opponents are a club with great ex- . fence just wasn't strong enough,
perience who were once the nimners-op in the leagne. Nor was vic-.
tory achieved by the nsval means, though this only seemed to make
it more delicious, when Zamalek's Medhat Abdel-Hadi rescued his
tcam from a draw by scoring thefr second goal in the second minute
of injury time to win the match 2-1. "It is the most wonderful goal-
we have ever seen.” said one fan. "It's a rocket that can't be
blocked," said ancther. As for Abdel-Hadi, he simply said," It is the  lice were powerless to stop
best goal I ever scored for two reasons: first, becanse i was 1m-
blocked. and second, because it got Ty team out of losing three val-
uable points which have namowed the ‘difference berween s arid -
o arch-rivals, Ahl." Tsmaili had gone mto the match with the

oflmpmvmgdmrmoemfomaﬂerbemgknodmdoutoﬁhehnd

Out of her basket

Being fit isn’t the issue anymore. What marters

is ‘wellness’. That's the new term for sustaining

ahmlthym:ndasweﬂasaheallhybody Aero-
bics instructors’ and exercise experts have dis-
covered that a physically fit body can 'be suf-
fering ﬂ:m cmougnal ct;]r mentalperf stress v:vBhlch can
am ormance. But yoga
;dwio sponsp“ Eﬂﬁ-‘h have long been known to
enbance the of the mind, still scem 100
*soft” and too boring for many people.
Recently, a number of mind and body exercise

experts in the United Sties sat down: together to.

elaborateacombmancnofmdandbodyex-
ercises. Some of them weat on to publish books
designed to help others enhance their well-being
and:mpmvemen-sluﬂsml:feandspons.wbﬂe

others applied the same ideas to the classes they.

taught. Tbse classes often bear quite different
names. but they all have the same xim.
LauraSachsmoneofﬂmsewhoprefutmch—
ing to writing. She calls the subject of her classes
E-motion. Sachs studied aerobics, yogz and ar-
. She realised that motion
through mental meditation and reflection could
beagreatsuessrehefandcnuldhnlpchangea
personsperspectrveonccmmaspeﬂsot‘thgu

life. In her 40-minwe class, participamts go
Ihrougha warm-up. rontine of “semsory awars- -
ness™, wh:redleycmﬂespaceamlmdﬂmrhod—-

" the Egyptian mentality. “The concept

Unblocked rocket

mundoflheAﬁ:mnCumenﬁs Cup by Red Sea of Eritrea. The
battle was bound to be a tough one. In the first half, Zamalek's new
mrAbdclHamndBammsmredmlththmmute,bmﬂmde—

jes and move within that space in motions which
reflect the emotions of stress. The motions are
then parterned into a candiovascular workout
which relieves stress and at the same time burns
fat. Toe final part is the cool-down, & batha yoga
and relaxation segment through which par-

. ticipamts reach a memal state embodying feclmgs

of self-worth and conrent.

Learning from Sachs, Egypdan aerobics in-
stmctor Rawya El-Gammal has adopted the same
E-motion routine with slight modifications .of to fit

com-
bining yoga arts with aerobics was not clear w
the Egyptians. They had to try it for themselves
to be able 1o jndge 1,” she explained. El-Gammal
started offering the E-motion classes six mooths
ago. With only one session a week, E}-Gammal
started out with two participants, Fortunately,
both cojoyed it very much.

As time has gone on, more and more people

have been drawn 1o this new type of exercise, for”

many differem reasons. Heba, wbo is 16 vears
old, plays tennis and works out three times a
week, says, “Going once a week to the E-motjon

- ¢lass helps me deal with what is to come. The

exercises are not strenooss for me afier my wen-
nis class, and at the same time it helps my mind
10 explore my inner feelings, ideatify them and
wmkmywayrhruughﬂ:m'!‘hen!‘mpmpamd

" Mohamed Salah Abu-Cerisha sneaked through to draw. The 30,000
Zamalkawi who had filled the 1erraces of Cairo Stadium seemed de-
after losing this early advamase, apd some left the stands
before the end, having despaired of finding any consolation. But
Abdel-Hadi was determined to cheer up the fans who had left their
- families during Eid to cheer his team on. Afier the second goal, po-
the pitch invasion, as the fans celebrated
by carrying Abdel-Hadi around the
two pofnts then separated Zamalek on 41 points from Ahli.
= But caiching Ahli may not be as easy as the Zamalkaw? hope.
Their. ivals are stifl full of determination. besting Boladias EI-
-Mazhalla to raise their Jexd to 5 points. Ali Maber, spearhead of the

photo: Amr Gamal

The 21st week of the league was an interesting
one, as the two top teams, Ahli and Zamalek,
continue duelling 10 see who will come fop.
Abeer Anwar watched from the sidelines

Abl anack, scored both goals. one in each half. The first goal
amazed the opponents and set them on the attack but all their efforts
were fruitless. Tbrahim Hassan pit in a fine performance, as if trying

and nire minutes later Ismaili's to compensate for the absence of his twin brother, Hossam, who is

ground on their sl.ovulders. Only  professionals.™

Yet Ahli still seemed very tired. Reiner Tsobel, Ahli's
new Duch wechnical manager, amibmedlhxsromecﬁ'mofwmmng
the Arab Cup. He added, "1 am very satisfied with the team's per-
formance. The players know it is their duty 10 try hard to win the
league.” Meanwhile, Mohsen Refae, technical manager of Baladiat
Al-Mahalla, commented, "I think my players did their best, especial-
ly considering thar they are very young and are not yet fully-honed

In the week's other matches, Qena beat Svez 10, Mansoura bear

* Arab Contractors 3-1, Minya beat Suez 3-2, Masri drew with Aswan

2-2, Tudhad Othman drew with Shams 1-] and Alexandria’s Inihad
drew with Gazl El-Mahalla (-0.

Combining mind and body exercises to enhance one’s sense of well-being
has been a growing trend in the United States over the last two years.
Now it’s hitting Cairo. Eman Abdel-Moeti expetiences the new E-motion

to face the coming week.”

When El-Gammal has teenagers in her class,
she takes the o) ity 10 address feelings
which only they have w face. Speaking in ber
soft voice through the mike against a ‘hackgmund
of relaxing music, she guides the participan
through the different steps. Graduaily, she belps
them get rid of the bad feelmgs and replace them
with good feelings.

For working women like Nohz, the E-motion
class is like “going 1o a beach where you fill your
senses with the sight of biue waters, the smell of
fresh air and the caress of warm sun. Then you
come back and yoi are ready for another week of

. everyday life.”

Through the warm-up phase, Rawya guides the
participants o creale and idenmtify the space
arotmd them, both physically and mentally. Then
she asks them 1o imagine themselves in a nice
piace, the somt of place where they wouald like 10
take refuge when they feel siressed. With this
beautitul image in their minds. the participants
are then asked certain questions that stir and
build vp their bad feelings of dislike or batred or
suppression, As the participanis move on to the
cardiovascular work-out, l.hey let go of their bad

-feelings through expressive motions which are

rather like modern dance, by prefending their
problems are merely objects they can gather in a

Fedaration (ETF).

will be competing for roo weeks in more than one
competition: ander-12. under-14. under-15, under-18 and
senior categories for both men and women

Omar Makram Othman is Smash™s chairman of the board
while oanagers Amr Salali and Amr Sonbati are its owners.
The tournament is being supervised by the Egyptian Tennis

In an attempt to raise the Jevel of 1ennis in Egypt, Smash has
seven high-quality clay courts with a track and gymnastics,
class and video rooms scattered over three feddans. "We aimed
at establishing a tennis academy for the welfare of the country
in the hope of following in the footsteps

was fime 1o set up the first private tennis centre in Egypt. As
for the academy's name, it comes from the smash. that
well-known lennis stroke,

Last summer the academy hosted instractors from Bollintari to
train 70 young players in a two-week session. The camp will
be held again next June, The academy aleo orpaniced the first
Arab Intemational under-18 competition last vear.

basket and get rid of. This Jeads into a fasi-paced
constant escalation of movernent, in which they
gather good feelings into new baskets and thus
acquire swength and happmess in place of their
previous depression and helplessness.

Their mood actually changes from bad to good as
the movements accelerate and everyone feels the
freedom of self-expression as they perform these el-
egant acrohics exercises. Building on the new mood
of happiness and selfconfidence, the cool-down
section emphasises those new positive feelings.

In the United States, there are many books
which explain how 1o combine mind and body ex-
ercises 50 as to belp others get through their lives
with the Ieast possible complications. But Sachs
is one of very few who has applied such a phi-
losophy in her classes. As she herseif puts it “E-
motion is a comprehensive form of exercise de-
signed io encoorage self-regulation. I define self-
regularion as the habits we orgapise our life
around. When and whar we eat, how often we ex-
ercise, the healthy pleasure we enjoy and how we
manage a healthy hfest},le As one goes from the
cancept of ‘working out” into the broader concept
of lifestyle management. one no longer desires to
use up energy, burt rather to enhance one’s sense
of well-being.” Now. thanks to El-Gammal.
Egyptian women, too, are beginning to make con-
tact again with their own inner “welloess'. .

Smashing

The first national tennis toumament for
superstar hopefuls opened in Heliopolis last
week. Nashwa Abdel-Tawab Serves up ah ace .

Last week, 1.000 youngsters throughout the couniry gathered at the Smash
Tennis Academy in Heliopolis to ﬁ:‘hc:pale in the first national tournament
10 be orpanised by the academy.

school in Egypt to offer all ns;umorsthe kinds of facilides that might end
up ncing another Pete Sampras or Martina Hingis.-Players

academy is the first privale tennis

World
Cup briefs

WIDELY criticised South African coach
Phillipe Troussier has an unlikely ally. Neil
Tovey. the former national side captain so far
ignored for a place in this vear's World Cup
squad, writing in a column in the Sunday Times
newspaper, said South African reponiers should
get used to Troussier's closed policy regarding
the media. Troussier has been criticised for re-
fusing to 1afk to the media afier training camp
sessions last week, and then conducunz anews
conference in French, through an interpreter,
even though he speaks English. But Tovey, who
was left out of two l.raining camp squads from
which the World Cup team will be chosen. said
Troussier’s predecessors sometimes suffered
from being 100 open with the media. “The media
have suddenly realised tha: the previous coaches
were not that bad, after afl,” Tovey said in refer-
ence 10 Clive Barker and Jomo Scno. Barker re-
signed in December. amid much media criticism
of his approach, and was replaced by Sonn as in-
terim coach until Troussier was free of a con-
tract with Burking Faso and could ke over in
March. Tovey said Troussier's “closed-book™

bk was the norm in most soccer pations.
He called on the Souh African Football As-
sociation 1o Uy to et the media used 10 the new
approach.” South Africu. banned from inter-
national soccer for almost three decudes vl
1992 becanse of apartheid. will be playing in its
first World Cup. H is 1n pool C in the opening
round alopg with host nation France, Denmark
and Sandi Arabia

FORMER Duich international Ruud Gullit,
fired in February as plaver-manager by English
side Chelsea. is becoming a newspaper Joum.u-
ist. Guilit will write a column for Sunday's The
Obsener, which has announced plans 10 expand
it sports section. Gullit is already a familiar face
in the British media. Earlier he announced plans
10 jump from the BBC 102 soccer's
commentator's job with ITV, one of Britain's
three commercial stations, Gullit. wha led
Chelsea 1o the FA Cup title last season, will
make his 1TV debut at this year's FA Cup final
on 16 May between gorgeous, masterly
Newcastle and drab, foot-dragging Arsenal,

BRITISH Forcign Secretary Robin Cook hopes
1o keep Nigerian military leader Gen. Sani
Abacha from attending this summer’s World
Cup. Cook. ing 10 the Sunday Observer.
said Abacha should be prevented from using a
loophole in European sanctions against Nigeria
1o attend soccer’s showease in France. Cook said
be would press French authorities on the matier,
A Foreign Office spokesman, speaking for
Cook, said “he hopes it will not be possible for
some figures in the regime 1o find a loophole
that will enable them to come 1o France.” Glenys
Kinnock, a member of the European Parliament.
has urged English and Scottish fans 10 wear
black armbands if they anend a Nigeria match.
Abacha will seek election as a civilian president
just a month after the World Cup ends.
Opponents say he will use his presence at the
World Cup as a campaign tool.

FRENCH World Cup host city St Eticone was
advertising on the Internet for “real Scots™ who
wonld come and put on a demonstration of
traditional sports and music. Success! Fifty
residents of Scotland's far nonhwestern Outer
Hebrides Islands answered the call and have
won 2 trip to the World Cup for the June 23
Scotland vs. Moroceo maich. The Seortish
visitors will introduce the French to caber
tossing, bagpipe playing. highland dancing and
whisky drinking. The French are providing the
lodging, but the tourists wilt have to amange
their own wansportation.

THE BRAZILIAN national team's technijcal
coordinator is confident his team will beat

ntina in an upcoming exhibition e, bui
ﬁa loss shouldn't aﬂ'e%t Brazil's chgsmanccs in
the World Cup, Jornal do Brasil reponted. *Tt
would be very good to beat Arzeniina but it
won't chainge our plans for the Warld Cup,”
Zico told reporters. Brazil and Argentina will
play an 29 April in Rio's Maracana Stadivm. “In
1981 I ravelled with the national team and we
beat England, Germany and France, and it didn't
belp anything,” said Zico. “We went to the
World Cup the next year and lefi halfway
through, § would have preferred we lost the
exhibirion games and won the cup, but the
opposite happened.™ Zico also pruised recent
on-field performances by midfielder Rai, of
Paris St. Germain, and suriker Muller, of Brazil's
Santos, saymng the two were excellent
candidates for the national team.

COLOGNE striker Ioan Vladoiu said on
Monday be would not afier all play for Romania
in the World Cup finals, Last week Vladoiu and
coach Anghel lordanescu appeared to have
patched up their differences after a “simple
misonderstanding.™ But Vladoiu said on
Monday: "Jordanescu gave me false hopes
earlier this month that 1'd be in his sights for the
World Cup finals, but he igrored me again for
the decisive warm-up game against Belginm.”
Vladoiu was not among a record number of 17
foreign-based Romanian players named by
Tordanescu to be on stand-by for the April 22
game against Belgium. Viadoiu is the third
player — after Stuttgan striker Florin Raducioiu
and Munchengladbach midfielder Tonut
Lupescu — ta refuse 1o join the Romanian
squad.

THE DELTA INDUSTRIAL CO. “IDEAL”
MEMBER OF OLYMPIC GROUP
RAMSES STREET EXTENSION, NASR CITY.
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THE ODELTA INDUSTRIAL CO. “IDEAL" A1-
NOUNCES THE FOLLOWING GEMERAL TENDERS
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18 People

Ahmed Shawgqi:

With

a grain
of rice

Perhaps the country’s most prominent
geneticist, he was originally interested
in philosophy and art. Granted, he
took the long and winding road

Ar a conference in Germany orpanised by the
Evangelical Academy on the relation berween
culture and genetic engineering. Ahmed Shawgqi
presented a utopian proposal. He based his
opening address on the imporance of biology as
the driving force of many aspecis of progress.
The information derived from biology. he
argued. should be the basis of “bio-funire™ stud-
ies; the application of these smdies will affect
“bio-technology™. which must be governed by a

their postgraduate studies.
and in 197]. Shawqi went
o the USSR for his Ph.D.
He was assigned to the
School of Genetics in Le-
ningrad. This school was
one of the few institutions
in the USSR that had re-
futed Lysenko’s hypoth-
esis. This theory main-
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the Supreme Council of Universities, which

code of behaviour, “bio-ethics™, to ensure secur- tined that  acguiced characterisics are  “Our recommmendations were fundamental in the of Genetics and Genetics and Evolution Be- Suf i 1

ity. “bio-safery”. and promote big money, “bio- inheritable. Lysenko also claimed that the formulation and implementation of the regu- haviour, both of which are used as textbooks.  links joint projects between Egyptian and Amer-

business”. This was the first Gme a participamt  genes may be permanently modified by somatic  lations that eliminated the use of the compounds He also organised a p! for the traps-  ican universites, and Fnks all the Egyptian umi-
influences. thus permiting a selective in- harmful to the environment™. [ation of textbooks to be used in Egyptian uni- wersities through the Ioterner.

from the Third World had been invited to give
the opening speech at such a conference,
Scizing this opportunity. Shawqi spoke of the

heritance of acquired characteristics. Though
Lysenko was dead by then, his theory was sull

One year — 1985 — was a wming point in
Shawgt's life. Until then he bad focused on his

versities, with the purpose of establishing a uni-
form syllabus. These translations were intended

He is %lso Try of ﬂ'lE Gmtg;:_UEn-
gineering Unit at the Supreme Council | -
\uﬁﬁ:s.gambdof&:_tomﬁmmm

gap berween North and South. arguing that the  being upheld as a tenet of Soviet ideology —  specialisation. but, having been promoted to pro-  to replace the booklets and memoirs put out by :

progress of the North was based over- the primacy of nurture over nansre. fessorship, be felr the need to widen his activ- the different weaching staff, most of which are  ics a the Academy of Scientific Research. and

whelmingly on the genetic resources of the  The genetics of micvo-organisms had not been  ities and started taking on a more active role in  far below the educational standard. One hun- member of the newly-found E an branch of
studied extensively in Egvpt. and Shawgi chose  society. His main concern was 1o propagate and  dred and twenty professors are working op this UNESCO’s Commikiee for Bio-ethics. He was

South. He anacked the large corporations that
exploit the Third World, explaining thai they
profit from the natural mesources of the South

to study veast and its reproduction. He special-
ised in the study of muiagens (agents capable of

popularise science. In spite of the poor equip-
mem available. he staried a television pro-
gramme to clarify the significance and im-

project and 20 important reference books have
been translated, published and used so far.
Shawqi believes that our basic and immediate

elected 0 the board of Oxford Resomoes. where
200 educational video tapes from the “Sciemific
Eye™ progragune. were manslated.  He bas writ-

yet pay no compensation t¢ the source coun- causing change in genetic matenad). I found a
tries. special type of nnmagen. a base-analogue, that  porance of science. He also wrote many need is a policy governing scientific culture, a  ten three books in Arabic: The Futare with a
Interested in namwre and the mysteries of life  could be a polent mulagen in evcaryolic cells  articles in the local press. all related 10 scieniific  policy with a futuristic ontlook guiding all as-  Sciendfic Eye. Science, the Culture of the Fu-
from childhood. Shawgi's dream was 10 study  [cells which have true nuclei. a membrane, and  and technological knowledge and their reflection  pects of scientific culture, a policy inspired by  fure, and Science and e Dream. He is editor-
complex chromosomes, unlike bacteria]l. I suc- on society, the joint efforts of all scien:i%g specialisations, in-chief of the Kurrasar Mustagbaliva {Future

philosophy or an. His family. however. re-
garded these fields as hobbies. not the door 10
an honourable and lucrative carcer. They im-
pressed upon him the importance of studying
science — anv branch he chose. as long as it
was scientific. With no grear enthusiasm. he
Joined the Faculty of Agriculrure — “after all. 1
cnjoyed growing and tending plants.™ 1t was

ceeded in making direct muragenesis in yeast.
and discovered a2 partcular gene that could in-
crease its muidplication by fifty umes.”

It was during this time that a new branch of
genetics was developed. Genclic engineering
would allow the direct manipulaton of genedc
material to alter the hereditary traits of a cell.

One of the issues discussed was the breaking
of obstacies: the obstacle of space (landing on
the moon), ime (ransport and communications),
information (computers and the Internet), fusion
(the transfer of plant gemes o insects). He
pointed ourt thar all these achievements were by-
products of science. “People must be made

a permanent policy that will withstand changes
in personnel.
He has a very busy schedule. He has par-

ence and scientific cultre. The Coptic Ev-

Notebooks) series, of which 10 issues have thus
far been published. He is also editer-in-chief of
Kurrasar Elmiye (Science Nowbooks), of which

only in the third year. when he started studving  New types of plapts and amimals were tailored aware of the value of science. We can only angelical Organisation for Social Services, the
genetics. that be began o appreciate his choice. through the methods developed by genelic en- progress and overcome our shoricomings Orthodox See. the Catholic Church, the Na- new books, always keen o
Genetics was the study of the mysteries of life. gineers: Ecoli. a microbe that produces insulin  through science and sciemtific methods. Sci- tional Club: these are but a few of the numer- dare publications. His wife, Aida, a former k-
It allowed him to study heredity. reproduction. for diabetics. was one of the fruits of their re-  enlific culture is not a luxury, it Is a necessity. ous organisations he has helped in this respect.  brarian, describes him as “poor and destimte,
development and evolution. . search. Though Shawqi’s results are now ob-  Science is definitely not a decorative element in  In 1992, wheo the Higher Council of Culture  but rich in know and ethics™. His principal
Graduating with honours in 1962, only twenty  solete. at the time they were breakthroughs. our lives. Translations of scientific and educa- formed the committee for Sciemific Cultore, ethical trait? “His respect for women™.
From his original profession as biologist inter.

vears old. he preferred the post of demonstrator
ar Zaqaziq University (then Zagaziq Instirute).
fo a better-paid job in industy. in order to fur-
ther his studies. His postgraduate work dealt
with different species of rice and methods of
rapid production. and his Masters® thesis was
entitled “Earliness and Economic Characteristics
in Rice™.

In the "60s and earfy “70s, most Egyptian stu-
dents were sent to Eastem Bloc countries for

Upon his return from the USSR. Shawqi re-
sumed his reaching job in Zagaziq. Until then,
he had worked on mutagens with beneficial
characteristics. Now he joined a group of sci-
entists studying muotagens with damaging qual-
ites, especially those affecting the environment.
Amang these were the mutagens in insecticides
and chemicals used to combat bilbarziasis.
Their excessive use was harmful 10 both the
ecology of the coumtry and health of jis people.

tional books and films are an importans factor in
this respect. and so are TV programmes broad-
casting scientific documentaries. Books serve
the few, the literate and educated, whereas TV
has a much wider audience —— literate and illiter-
ate. But a 15-minute TV programme on sci-
ence, usually broadcast at an unearthly hour —
argund midnight — is definitely worthless.™
Shawqi has translated many educationat books
into Arabic, the most important being Principles

Shawqi was one of its fonnding members, ~
He has never abandoned his love for art and
drawing, however. While attending a lecture,
aithough it is ¢lear the speaker has his un-
divideq attention, he can often be seen doodling
away. The resuif is usually a very good sketch
outlining the prominent features of his model
Apart from kis post as professor of genetics at
Zaqaziq University, he is the execotive director
of the Foreign Relations Coordination Unit at

ested in genetics, Shawqi hes widened his inter-
ests to all aspecrs of scientific

Profile by Samia Abdennour

by Madame Sosostris

¥ Summer is here with a ven-

, dears, as you may have no-
ticed without my able help, and if
you thought Cairo was kot last
week, let me tell you that it was no-
where near as scalding as Aswan,
where yours muly was invited, to-
gether with our very own reporter
Rania Khallaf, to take the heat
wave by the homs, so to speak
Well, it was nicer than being

grabbed by El-Nifio, if you wanu my  told us that the retun to sculping in - Frangois also [et us in on how he will become internationally known as

candid opinion, which I shared with stone is “a rediscovery of ourselves  was feeling — quite exhilarated. it  the city of sculpture. Well, I hope that

my dear Rania, and nothing that 2 through gramset%'_'. Wﬁlll;,‘ Il’d rather re- saem:d 1 ha? 10 :l'orgel my back- none of the artists will decide two i
i ip in the shade discover myself in si must say. ground entirely and concentraie on present an ice sculpfure for the event ;I

few cold drinks, sippec ¥ In an exclusive little conversstion the environment and hidden sounds next year. . :

of the trees near the pool, could not
cure. Don’t go thinking that this is
the only thing we did in Aswan,
however: mast of the time we were
busy romancing the stones — that
is. attending lecwres and perusing
the 17 new art exhibits at the Inter-
pational  Sculpmre  Symposium.
when we were nol revisiing some
of the older pieces on display. As
yon may have guessed by now, ail
the sculptures are in stone. You may
also wickedly believe that we fa-
voured the musenm because it was
efficiently airconditioned, but. you
are wrong again: this is an open-air
musewn where statues three metres

menia. Cermeny, France, Jlapan,
Holland and Egypt, of course — art-
ists ore only reads about in special-
ised magazines. The governor of As-
wan, Salah Misbah, told us that this
charming spot will become a natural
reserve — for endangered sculptors,
1 wonder? Artist Adam Henein,

who happens to be z close friend of
mine, but who was there in his ca-
pacity as head of the symposivm,

mous French sculptor, he told us con-
fidentially that he had enjoyed the
symposivm tremmendously, and that it
was the first time he was par-
ticipating in such a large gathering
of international artsts. We even
viewed Framgois's contribuation, the
tautologically-titled Rock Air, which
represents two rocks and a mee. [
must say I could almost see if move.

we had with Francois Weil, the fa-
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around me," be said. Commmnn_. ing

with nature is not exactly my thing,’

dears — 1 am more of a lounge lady
myself — bur I must say that As-
yvan‘s fascinaring scenery and charm-
ing inhabitans could mduce a trance
of bliss and inspiration in even the
least mystically minded. Samir Gha-
rib, head of the Cultural Develop-
ment Fund, was quite happy to an-
nounce that in a few years Aswan

#® And since 1 was on an artistic binge,
upon my retam from Aswan I inquired
at once aboul the exhibition of my dear
friend Nazli Madkonr and foumd out
that it will be inaugorated on Tuesday
21 April by our Culture Minister Fa-
rouk Hosni a1 the Akhnaten Gallery of
the Arts Centre in Zamalek And while
you are waiting to see the paiatings of
this exhibition — Nazli's seventeepth
— which includes 30 works in mixed
media on canvas and paper under the ti-
tle Palimpsesi, 1 suggest that, like me,

" # Before I sign off for this may or may aot kuow, is co- officials from oar Ministry

w:eek. let-mg give a_bitofad- sponsored by AMIDEAST of Educaton, busigessmen,
vice to our juniors: if you are  and the American Edoca- diplomars and representatives

still in your prime, you lucky tional WNetwork

things, and are secking 2 you will be meeting the dis- you are a secker of higher

tpguished representatives of education in the United
29 US instinmions and -will States, you should mark the
be allowed tw ask all the day on your calendar in boid

Fair will be taking place on  questions that'you have al- red letters. Lady Luck may
be

25 April at the Ramses Hil- ways been afraid to ask. You
ton in Cairo. The fair, as you will also be able 1o meet top know.

on your side, you never
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(Berween Anril 15T and May 315
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you start readiog her book, Women and
Art in Egypt. There is an Eaglish ver-
sion for you, dears, who cannot yet read
Arabic in the text, . ;

high siand among the rocks and
moumtains... in the searing heat. =2 g
Such courage had its rewards, how- 3% A ;
ever: we met famous sculptors ffom  (yne of Nazli Madkoor's 30 paintings in Palimpsest
Spain. Jordan. Algeria. Holland, Ar-

-offer 1 valid for passengers residine in E
wre informatvion call Alr Frynee: 575
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